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TO THE READER. 


Rzaven! I'm now sent forth by Francis Hews, 
He begs you'll read me kindly if you choose ; 


He bids me steer my course, and traverse round, 


Stay where a hearty welcome can be found : 
Where not, remove, nor longer dare to stay, 
But from contentious minds to make my way. 
Thus I'd go round, and keep by wisdom's rule, 

To prove to all, I came from Jesu's school ; 
And should you ask my birth or pedigree, 
The answer 's left to him who sent out me. 
"Tis mine to spread free grace, and that alone, 
If mortals cavil, let them cavil on. 
And if my heart- felt truths you should deny, 


May cause you pain of heart, when e' er you die: 


And when beyond the grave you do appear, 
You'll see that truth which you denied here. 


Conscience, when there, will act an honest part , 


- The truth of this feel uy” reader” s heart. 
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Counrrous reader, my design, in 


thus appearing unto public view, is not 


to gain the caresses of any hvmg on the 


earth; as may be easily perceived, by the 


way and manner in which I have singled 
myself from many, in point of conscience, 


in what I have wrote; and I am well 
aware, that many wilt censure me in what 


J have done, in every way that they can; 
but let them censure on. I have here sent 


forth to public view, the testimony of God, 


and the answer of a good conscience; dis- 


regardless of every mortal on earth, in 
point of seeking applause : and, whether 


they will regard it or not, 50 it is. 


AS.- I laboured 
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I laboured, for a long time, under very 


perplexed exercises of mind, about pub- 
lishing the dealings of the Almighty with 
my soul; and, was so followed with scrip- 


ture, and workings of conscience, leading 
me to do it; and such things from the 
Lord, when in prayer, respecting of it; that 
brought me, at length, to take my pen in 


hand, for the benefit of the souls of his 
people; and, I hope and trust, the glory 
of his blessed name: and I can truly say, 
from the first beginning unto the end, I 
have found a sweet satisfaction. Nor do 


I doubt, but it is according to the mind of 
my God, from the sweet and sensible en- 
joyment he has blessed me with, of his 
presence and love, all the time 1 have 


been about it; and sometimes, when 1 was 


writing some of his dealings with me, in 
times past, I was fayoured with such feel- 


| ings of gratitude : and pleasure, 5 and such . 


heart- melting frames, as quite prevented 5 
my 


n 


my going on; and vas obliged to sit, 


with my pen in my hand, and tears pour- 
ing down my face, for some time together. 
I wish my reader may have as much satis- 


faction in reading, as I had in writing, and 
then we shall bless the name of our God 


together, and give him the glory, that 


such things are made known under his 


teachings. 


My reader must not expect to find the 


i ache or look to see the man displayed, 


in this book; the Author's whole design 


being, to display the adorable Jesus, in his 
riches of grace and mercy. If any one 
says, its not wrote in that stile, as to suit 
the improved mind in learning, and may 
be exposed to the laughter of the wits of 


the age. I answer, it will not be the first 


time that such have laughed at that, 


which they understand not: nor have 1 
considered myself as writing for the carnal 
mind's approbation, whether learned or 


ignorant; 
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ignorant ; but for the benefit of as many 
souls, as the divine spirit may see good to 


bless it unto. I do expect that many 


carnal professors, in the present day, and 
preachers too, of corrupt minds, destitute 


of experimental acquaintance” with the 
truth, will stand opposed to what I have 


brought to light. But this will not terrify 


me, but rather afford me comfort; for I 
should be sorry to have such an experience 


sent out, as to suit them: ind whether it 


be liked or not, 30 it is; and no ons 6a 
carth can confute it, or beat it down, or 
disprove the truth of it. Should they say, 


its not true ; it will be in my power, from 


2 my own conscience, and the word of God, 
to prove they lie against the truth: for I 
can safely say of this, as Paul did of his 
ministry, that I neither received it of man, 

neither was I taught it, but by the recela- 
tion of Jesus Christ. Gal. i. 12. And 1 
am well persuaded, that when it comes into 


the 


(v ) 


the hands of true believers in J esus, who 


have the light of the spirit in their minds, 
and the experience of Christians in their 


hearts, they will not need to ask from 


whence it came ; for the feeblest child of 
God will see whose image and superscrip— 
tion it bears. Prov. xxvii. 19. As in water 
face answereth to face, so the heart of man 


to man, I wholly dedicate it to the use of 
the Redeemer's interest; to which, I pray 
the divine spirit abundantly to bless it, and 
my best desires will be all obtained. Fare- 


well, reader, God bless you. 
| Yan to serve, 4 such as I have, 


FRANCIS HE ws. 
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CHAP. I, 


I, Fraxcis Htws, was born March the 


zd, in the year 1768, at Adderbury, in 
| Hertfordshire; and lived to the age of cight 


Fears, without knowing any thing of the 
checks of conscience, that at this time I 


was made to know; which, since then, I 


have viewed as a preparatory step to turther 
_ tokens of the.divine-favour; whose matchless 
grace I desire to leave on record, for the 
benefit of his dear chur ch and people, 
when I am dead and 
Being born of carnal parents, and brought 
up with them, I was left to the sad practice 


of playing on the Lord's day, and which I 


was left with ease to do, until in the eighth 
year of my age. Being one Sabbath day 


evening at play, with my companions, ma 


meadow not far from my father's house; 


B N instantly 


— aa 


(-$-) 
instantly my mind was impressed with a 
striking sense of the judgment day; I 
stopped m play, and mused awhile on 
What would ecome of me on that day, 
being, at the same time at a stand, in my 
mind, whether I should continue play or 
E home. Finding in my mind an appre- 
hension that the Lord was angry with me, 
in a very pensive frame of mind, I went 

home; when my friends saw me, they 
wished to know what was the matter with 


me, I looked so unhappy they said, and 


5 asked me, if any of my companions had 
been beating me?“ I rephed, “no;“ they 


said, “you are not well then,” to which 1 


faintly made this reply, not very well.” 1 | 


could eat no supper, but sat, till bed 
time, in a kind of muse; when I went to 
bed, I was afraid to shut my eyes, for 
fear I should go to sleep and awake in 
hell; at length I fell asleep, and in the 
morning found the impression gone: nor 
do I recollect that it Kept me one sabbath 

from that practice, which I continued in 
until the age of twelve, (in the following 
circumstance) :—One sabbath day, joining 
my companions in play in a meadow, and 
being highly entertained therewith, I Was 
suddenly interrupted by a powerful fear in 
my mind, that, in n I should break 
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my legs, which made me perform that 
part of the play so sadly, being obliged 
to stop every minute or two to feel of my 
legs, that my playmates disbanded me 


from them at that time; and, whether 


my reader may believe it or not, so it was, 
that every step I took, in my way home, 
I expected to hear one or both of my legs 


snap; and glad was I, when I arnved safe 
at homie.” + 


At another time, being at lay on the 


Lord's day, all on a sudden, * 0D a 


fire-ball was coming down from the clouds 


upon me, and I stood with my shoulders 


drawn up and my back bent, when one of 


my companions giving me a push, said, 
„what do you stand so for?” all my reply 


was, O dear!“ I then looked up, to see 


if I could see God, who I expected was 


looking all the while upon me with great 


anger; when I found he was not to be 


scen, I took to my heels, and ran home 
as fast as possible, not daring to look up, 
for tear I should see the frowning face of 
God; and when I entered my father's 


house, durst not venture out any more that 


evening, but was glad to think 7 hd es- 


caped so well. 


At another time, on a Lord's day I was. 


play! ng in the church-y ard, at a game 


B 2 5 called 5 


——— — Cond 
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15 prisonbase; I had not ad 

„ before I thonght the earth moved 
pon er my feet, and my mind was struck 
with a fear, that I should quickly see 


the dead, in that yard, arise as witnesses 


against me; that Scripture coming to my 
mind, N either will they be persuaded, 
= one rose from the dead, Luke xvi. 


Knowing nothing of Scripture at 


rk time, more than having read it at 
school, and not being able to form any 


idea of its meaning, durst not stay any 


longer in that place, for fear of seein 


the dead come forth, which I thought = 
would be to my ruin. With this nack of 


sabbath-breaking, I pursued a daily course 
of sin and mischief, with such rapidity, 
that it became a saying in common, if 

mischief was done young Hes was 


at the head of it, no doubt ;—amongst other 
things. An uncle of mine, then living in 
the place, whom you will hear more of 


hereafter, unknown by me at that time as 


a good man, said, * che teared I should come 


to the gallows: which saying always 
worked on my War and never left me 


until I was brought to know the Lord's 
Christ. 5 


Some time after these things, I dreamed 


a enn which I relate to you as a dream. 
Fs; thought 


4 83 
'& thought I was Standing on the green in 
the village where I lived, and looking 
towards the north, I thought I saw the 
heavens open and large pillars of fire mak- 
ing their way towards the place where 
I stood; soon, I thought, the whole heavens 
were in flames, and I, surrounded with no- 


thing but fire; looking downwards, hell 


opened, devils coming to take hold of me, 
and I crying out exceeding loud, as I 
thought,“ Lord have mercy upon me!” 1 
heard a voice, and looking upwards, saw, 
a most glorious person, who said,“ repent;“ 

I said, it is too late:” but soon, as L 
thought, found my soul melting in that 
manner, as to fall to the ground, and was 
taken up by the glorious. person I saw, 
who said, it is not too late,” and imme— 
diately the pillars of fire removed, and 1 
awoke, glad to find I was- not in hell. 
This remained on my mind a long time, 
and prevented my play on the Lord's day, 
and, in a great measure, on other days. 
The method I now took, for the most 
part, was to stand and look on, but not 
oy, myself; and being thus engaged one 
ord's day, one of my: playmates swore, 
when I, who ſtood by, hearing it, was in- 
stantly tempted to swear myself; this 
being a thing [ was not accustomed to, 
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filled my mind with some dread, and I, 
thinking of my dream, went away, and 
durst not go any more. 

I now thought I would amuse myself 
with some innocent diversion alone, but 
was soon interrupted even in this, by this 
sound almost always in my ears, Prepare 
to meet thy God. At length I spent my 
time chiefly in walking m the chnrch-yard, 
endeavourmg to employ my mind with 
thoughts of death, judgment, and eter- 
nity; while mnsing, one day, on these 
words, on a grave rail, Death little warn- 
ing to me gave, and quickly sent me to my 
grave ; I felt my mind employed with 
serious thoughts of my own departure, and 
a dread, that if God should soon take me 
away, that I should go to hell; being 
conscious that I had done nothing, as I 
thought, for heaven. I then began to 
think of preparing for the kingdom, and 
entered on such a course as I thought = 
my state of ignorance), was most likely to 


fit me for heaven. I, orderly and thought- 


fully, attended the church, took my seat 
just before the parson, and was so devout 
as not to turn my head enough to know 
who sat next to me, through any part of 
the worship. I very often looked on the 

5 minister, and felt a rising desire that 0 55 
fa, mig * 


E 


might be made one; thinking that they, 
no doubt, were right with God, and no 


person more revered the gown and surplice, 
(those rags of popery) than I at that time. 


With this, I likewise had my portion of the 
true spirit of churchmen, namely, wishing 


that all who did not $0 to church were to 
was exceeding zeal- 


be put to death, anc 
ous in worshipping I knew not what, be- 
ing filled with the spirit of a stinking pla- 
risee, and his blind zeal. I made it a 
rule with me, to retire by myself and read 


the prayer book seven times a day; and 


while I continued in this, I was bolstered 


up with such a false hope, and delusive 
peace, that I had not the most distant 
doubt of going to heaven, and often used 


to think, there never was any one that had 
greater reason to think of going to heaven 
than I, at this time, had; although I knew 
nothing of Jesus, his blood, or righteous- 
ness, nor yet of a divine principle of re- 
; ae grace. 

While 1 continued constant in this 


course, I felt my mind easy, and, as 1 
thought, happy; but when ! became re- 
miss, and omitted but one of the times in 


a day, I found my happiness gone, and my 
hope shook, for sometimes a week or 


: more together; 1 n set upon mak ing 


amends, 
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amends, as I thought, to Almighty God 
for this, by reading much longer each time. 
Thus, for a time, I went on, trequently pro- 
mising the Lord that I would, each day, 
be better than before, and breaking my 
vows almost as fast as I made them; I at 
length found, that I had enough to do, 
day by day, to read prayers, and seck to 
maintain a hope of heaven: which at 
length became more lasting, from a con- 
sideration, that wherein I was wanting, 


God would look over; because he, as I 


thought, must know I did the best I could. 
I remember, at this time, reading a book 
called Russells Seven Sermons, in which 
he, in one part of it, was shewing that it 
was not enough to confess sin to God in 
general, but that every sin must be con- 
tessed in particular, and advised to that 
day by da 5 as we could be said to recollect 
them. his seemed to me quite a new 
piece of business: as I had made such an 
amendment, and done so much good, I 
could see no need of confession in any 
thing, but when I did not make up my 
number of prayers, and that I thought 
was right to own to God, and promise bim 


to do better another time; but however I 


thought it miglit be right, though I had 
not known ot it, and thinking it was a 
: i thing 
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thing very easy, and what I could soon do, 


set about it, and related to the Lord all I 


could remember, of what I thought had 


been wrong in my actions, without any 
feeling, or any sorrow, or even asking par- 


don; the whole being set right, as 1 


thought, by the good I was daily doing. 


I, after a time, became so sure of heaven, 


in my mind, that whenever I heard a bell 


toll, I wished it was for me: and thus I 


continued till I came into the twelfth 


year of my age. 


Reader! these lines to you I've shewn, 
What I at twelve years old have done, 
From 7 consience wrought: 

If you have done the same as me, 
We are but Pharisees you see, 
 .__ To God no honours brought. 


May Jesus shew you something more, 
I've often wish'd Pd known before 
Unto that age I came: | 
Namely, the Saviour's saving grace, 
Jehovah's smiles in jesu's face, 
The Saviour's charming name. 


Had this been known, no hopeful puff, 
_ - Had ere arose from such vain stuff, 
As prompt'd my soul with pride; 
But since my God has deign'd to chow, 
I now go onto let you know, 
Why the same deride. 


CHAP, 
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CHAP. II. 


Wurn one day I was reading the life 
of Mr. John Bunyan, in that part where he 
gives an account of hearing two women 
conversing about the new birth, and the 
manner in which his mind was struck with 
surprise at it, it instantly struck my mind 
with such amazement, that I could read no 
farther, but laying the book down, I ran 
out into the orchard, crying out all the way 
1 went, what is it? what is it? what is it? 
and at the upper part of the orchard, far- 
thest from the house, I stopped and mused 
on the feelings I now felt myself the sub- 
ject of; being such as I had never had be- 
fore, I concluded the Almighty was going 
to take away my t senses, and, like a dart, 
it struck my mind in a moment, for dis- 
sembling so much before him. The good- 
ness of my heart I then pleaded, but now 
it was I found a useless plea : the horrors 
of my mind forced me back again to the 


; book, to see if I had certainly read such a 


thing 


1 


thing, and finding it really was so, | 


thought of going to my mother to know if 


I could be born of her again ; as I thought 


I should not like to have any other mother 
besides her: but concluding to stay until the 


morrow, I went to rest that night with my 
mind unsettled, as the troubled sea, about 
being born again; and felt my mind sorry 


that it must be so, or no heaven, as 1 
thought I should be so long before 1 be- 
came a man. 


When my reader sees this, should he or | 
she think, sure no one could be 80 ignorant 


as this, I wish such person or persons, for 
their satisfaction, to read the third chapter 
of the gospel by St. John, and particularly 


the fourth verse; where Nicodemus, a 


learned rabbi, a ruler of the Jews, an ex- 
pounder of the law, as wise in Scripture 
as any carnal church parson in the world, 
and as deeply experienced as any of their 


hearers; seems to have known no better 
about a new birth, than such a fool as I, 
at this time, was. He says, How can a 


man be born when he is old, can he enter 


the second time into lus ores womb and T 


be born? 


When I arose in the morning Mp: thought 


1 would read some more of the book, 
| which I did; and finding the conversa- 


tion 


E 


tion of these women to have had as great 
effect on the mind of Bunyan, as the 
relation. of it, from reading, had on my 
mind, I thought I would go on, in order 
to find what he did; and reading on, I 
came to a part where it is said, © he 
found sweet delight in reading the epistles 
of Paul, particularly his epistle to the 
| Romans;” I then thought I would read 
that, which I did—it being the first time 1 
had known a desire to read the blessed word 
of God for myself; but found nothing in it 
sweet to me, neither did I understand any 
thing about it. But being mach perplexed 
in my mind about this, and thinking there 
_ was nothing there but for such as Bunyan, 
not for me, I thought, to prove this, I 
would read it again, which I did; but with 
no more satisfaction than before. Thinking 
it was all vain, I was going to lay the book 
quite aside, when I, opening it, cast my 
eyes on the fifth chapter, and reading a 
tew verses, I began to wonder how it was 
I should have missed that chapter when 1 
read before, but, being able to recollect 

some things, I found I had not missed it: 
but, Oh! the manner in which it appeared 
to me in that instant, I can never fully 


= tell ! but this I know, that even the Bible 


itself 1 is a Sealed book, vive revealed to the 
5 mind 


( 18) 
mind by the spirit of the Lord; and that 
its truths; I have since been made to 


know, viewed by the eee ee of any 
ö 


man, however wise and knowing, differs as 
much from a spiritual discovery in the 


light of the Holy Ghost, as darkness differs 


from light, or midnight from noon day. 


The next part of God's word that was 
opened to my mind, was the seventh chap- 


ter, which, like the other, opened to m 

mind in an unknown light, which I had 
never been acquainted with before, hut 
with more lasting abidance than the tor- 


mer. Here I had the first discovery of 
human depravity, and the corrupted state 


of my nature, principle, and heart : and 
the eighth verse was, in some measure, ex- 
perimentally known by me; for sin taking 
 occasion by the commandment, wrought 
in me all manner of concuptscence ; and 


now felt my soul the import, in some de- 


gree, of the eleventh verse. For sin, tak- 


ing occasion by the commandment, de- 
ceived me, and, by it, slew me. My for- 


mer hopes were now shaken oft—of going 
to heaven by my works, and yet I knew no 


other way: every thing that now opened 
to my mind, increased_ my fear. The law 
of my God appeared, revealing my Makers 
wrath, and bringing a feeling sense of re- 


vealed 
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_ vealed wrath into my conscience. I was now 


come to the mount which burned with fire, 
and unto the blackness, and darkness, and 


tempest, and the voice of words, that made 


me say, Let not God sheak any more, 
least I die : and, like the Wei could 


not endure that which was commanded. 
The spirituality of God's law offended me; 


the curses of it terrified me; and my own 
corruption filled my soul with dismay. I 
asked for mercy, but was denied it; 1 
thought of repentance, but here could 
find no place for it; I sought for instruc- 
tion, but could get none. But this you 


find the apostle had, in Romans, vii. 14. 


For we know that the law is Sirituul : but 
1 am carnal, sold under in. I looked for 
shelter; but, behold, a burning mountain, 


streaming forth fiercer wrath every mo- 


ment, and unceasingly uttering this in- 


_ tolerable voice, Cursed is every one, that 
continuethi not, in all things, which are writ- 
ten in the bogk of the law, to do them. 


I am astonished at some who talk of the 


law bringing them to God, and quoting 
the apostles words for the same, Gal. iii. 24. 
 FFherefore the law was our schoolmaster to 
bring us to Christ: where the apostle, no 
doubt, was preaching of the ceremonial law, 
which, in its ditferent sacrifices, had a direct 


5 tendency 
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tendency to lead the mind unto the Son of 
God: but the moral law can shew nothing 
to the enlightened soul but an angry God, 
a broken covenant, and a remediless state 
of misery, wretchedness, and woe, It will 
curse for the smallest failure; can afford no 
aid in the greatest need, nor assist, in any 
respect, in the performing of it; but only 
calls for continual and universal obedience 
in the spiritual exercises of those faculties 
of the soul, which, in every one of the 
fallen race, are wholly corrupted : and 
when the Holy Ghost gives eyes to seg 
this, it will make a person say, like Moses, 
which I very sensibly felt, J exceedingly 
fear and quake, . Heb. xii. 21. The law 
appeared in such a light to me, that I was 
obliged to own the truth of the tweltth 
verse in the seventh chapter of Romans, 
Fiherefore the law is holy, and the com- 
mandment holy, and just, and good ; though, 
at the same time, I could not feel a love 
either to that or God, but felt the princi- 
ple of Adam, my fallen head, powerfully to 
work; so that if 1 could have found such a 
thicket of trees, as would have answered 
such a purpose, how gladly should I have 
hid myself from Almighty God. This was 
night and day uppermost in my mind, 
lere shall I flee from his presence? 


(WW) 


1 The Almighty discovered much of my 
State of bondage unto me, before he gave 
mae to know the sweets of liberty. I found 
I that this mount was Mount Sinai, and that 
N it gendereth to bondage, which is Agar; 


[] Gal. iv. 24. (while before it I stood, as 
| bound in fetters of iron, and could not 
come forth), For this Agar ts Mount Sinai, 
? in Arabia, and answereth to Jerusalem, 
which now is, and is in bondage with her 
| children. 
The horrors of my mind, the numberof my 
Sins, and the law of my God, with revered 
wrath in my conscience, now prevented me 
being the subject of any hopes of heaven, 
and, for some time, kept me from attempt- 
ing to meddle with religion; all I could 
do, for many days together, was to cry, 
| Nhat must I do to be saved? If I 
[| walked out, I was terrified with the 
thought, that I should hear. God curse me 
from the skies, and that the earth would 
open and let me in. Every. thing in the 
word of God, emed to augment the dis- 
tress that was brought to my mind, namely, 
these parts: The heart is deceitful, and des- 
perately wicked, above all things; who can 
| know it? Jer. xvii. 9. Likewise that scrip- 
| ture, Gen. vi. 5. God saw that the wicked- 
Y  Nes8 rof | man was Tac in the carth, and 
ES. that 
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that every imagination of the thoughts of his 
heart, was only evil contmually ; and the 


5th verse of the 50th Psalm, Behold, 1 5 


was $hapen in iniquity, and in sin did 
mother conceroe me. With that in Job, xiv. 


4. / can bring @ clean thing out of an 
unclean ? Here my former performances 
failed in my estimation of them; and the 
things I once thought good, yea, even 
wy prayers, now stunk in my nostrils : nor 
did I think that a heart, like mine, could 
ever produce any thing better, than such @ 
stinking, pharisaical hypocricy ; which 1 
was now made to believe, a holy God must. 
detest. 
In this state, I could not be at case, in 
not attempting to serve the Lord at all; 
but durst not go about any thing 1 judged 
right. on account of the corrupted State of 
my soul. It was brought to my mind to 
attempt to pray without a book ; but this 
was a way of praying that I knew nothing 
of, nor should I have known as any body 
else did, had it not been that I had, at a 
a few different times, heard, what we 
called, meetimg-parsons; who, I observed, 
prayed without any book, and with their 
eyes shut. As to the church minister, 1 
never knew him to pray extempare im alk 
the times Þ heard him; non any one of 
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them which I ever heard. My friends 
knew nothing about such a thing, nor I, any 
more than they : but, at this time, I could 
not keep the thoughts of it from my mind, 
though it often made me blush, and feel 

ashamed at the thought of attempting it. 
Another plea, in my mind, was, that I 
could not go on, and therefore it was in 
vain to begin; but it still would have some 
considerable weight on my mind, so that 1 

was obliged to propose, each night I went 
to bed, that, if I was spared, I would try 
another night ; and 50 for a while I strug- 
gled on: until rising one morning in a hurry, 
out of a doze, I felt my mind much at 
work about this shifting business, respeet- 
ing prayer; about noon, the God of all grace 
brought it to a point with me, and forced me 
to retire for that purpose but with such feel- 
ings, as J can never fully describe. Here 
was led by the Lord, like unto a bullock un- 
accustomed to the yoke; and had it been 
in my power, I would have resisted to 
effect the Holy One of Israel. I speak it 
to the glory of the adorable Jesus, and his 
matchless grace, that if he had not made 
me pray, I never should, nor never would. 
J would have been damned, but he would 
not let me; I strove to perish, but he was 
resolved to save; as my reader will see 
1 more 
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more of hereafter : had not his will pre- 
vented mine, hell had been my portion 
long ago. After many desperate struggles 
of mind, I made my way at length into a 
garret, in my father's house: when I en- 
tered the room, I carefully shut the door, 
and examined every part, as if I thought 


some one might be concealed there; I 


then began to muse on what I was there 
for: thinking of kneeling down, the colour 


rose up in my face to that degree, that 


my face burned like one in a violent fever. 
I went out of the room, and about two or 
three steps down the stairs, but was 
obliged to return back again. When I 


had shut too the door again, this plea 


came into my mind, “1 have nothing to 
say:“ with that I went out again, but was 
obliged to return as before. When I en- 
tered the room a third time, I burst out 
into tears, that I had not a word I could 
think of to say; and was just thinking, it was 
very hard the Lord should call upon me 
to do that I was so unprepared for, when, 
like lightening through the air, that scrip- 
ture made its way to my mind, God be mer- 
crful to me, 4 smner! and powerfully I felt 
it was the very prayer that my soul needeth 

to offer to God. With that I attempted to 
kneel down; when my knees were about half 


be int, 
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bent, 1 thought somebody had hold of the 
lappet of my coat, and turning round, all 
of a tremble, expected to see somebody 
there; when I found there was no person 
there, I was much surprised: but, turnin 
again to attend to what I was there tor, 
was interrupted with a thought, that it was 
the devil This thought filled me with 
such a dread, that I was afraid to stay in 
the room, and afraid to go out, and atraid 
to turn my head, so that I was in that 
uncomfortable posture : my hands on the 
| bedstead, my knees half bent, and my 
neck bent downwards, until the sweat ran 
down my face. I had before read prayers 
seven times a day, but was never inter- 
rupted in that legal worship, nor do 1 
think any one is; nor was I ever terrific 
with thoughts of the de vil, until this time; 
being the first time that Almighty God hach | 
bent my knees half way, tor the purpose of 
praying for mercy. In my confusion 1 
lost the words, but my good God sent 
them to me again, and, with such power, 
as bent my stubborn knees quite down to 
the floor, and made my reluctant soul cry 
out before him, God be ce to ms, 
inner! 
Thus was poor, wicked, hell-deserving 


Francis Herbs, brought on his * before : 


= 


„ 
the Lord, by the sovereign power alone of 
Jesus's free and reigning grace! I charge 
you, ye angels on high, that saw the cir- 
cumstance, and do rejoice in the conver- 
sion of a poor sinner's soul to God, that if 
you ever tell it among the blessed above, 

that ye carefully spread it through the re- 
gions on high, to the g'ory of my ever- 
_ worthy, and dear Lord and Master, Jesus 
Christ, whose gracious work alone it was: 
and, while I attempt to spread it on earth, 
may the ever-blessed Spirit make an abun- 
dant use of it, unto the good of many 
souls; and may my God have all the 
glory, for ever and ever. FORE h 

Should any one think, that so much 

could not be felt in putting up one prayer 
to God, neither is it necessary thereunto, 
I wish them to read the scripture account 
of the conversion of Paul, in the ninth 
chapter of the Acts; who, after he had 
been struck to the earth, by the powerful 
grace of God, (not before) we read of his 
praying; and God himself speaks of it, 
with a note of admiration, when he calls to 
Annanias to go to him, in the last clause of 


the eleventh verse, he saith, for behold, he 


prayeth ; and none but God could tell it, for 
he alone saw it, and heard it. And a striking 
proof it is, that God leads to prayer, as the sole 

„ . Author 
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author of spiritual breathings in the hearts 
of his people; and also of the gracious 
notice he takes of the first outgoings of 
their hearts unto him ; and all this agree- 
able to his ancient promise to the house of 


David, and the inhabitants of Jerusalem, 
in Zech. xij. 10. And I will pour upon the 


house of David, and the inhabitants of Jeru- 


Salem, the spirit of grace and $upplication.” 
Nor can any be Christians without it; this 
way of prayer, being Gad's fixed and un- 
alterable way of leading all them that are 
his: Jer. xxxl. 9. {hey Shall come with 
weeping, and with SUpPLcation wall 1 lead 

them, saith the Lord. 
Having once bowed my- knees hefore 
Almighty God, in praying for merey, I 
felt my mind much employed about going 
on with it; having a conviction, in my 
soul, that I had better never prayed, than 
to depart from it when I had. On the 
next day, 1 attempted to go to prayer 
again, and without 2 dread I felt before, 
arising from this circumstance, that I had 
ot so much in my mind to say to God. 
Not knowing that it might soon be gone 


from my mind, 1 ventured boldly unto the 
throne of God; and when I was kneeled 
down, ready to adress the Divine Being. 
L found all was gone, and I could recollect 
nothing; 


nothing; neither could I speak. The per- 
plexity of my mind was such, that I 
thought my jaws were locked, and I put my 
hand to my mouth to try if I could get my 
mouth open. While thus before God, that 
scripture came to my mind, Open thy mouth 
wide, and I will fill it, I said, © I cannot 
speak, neither know what to my : vat - 
_ God thus taught me, Then the eyes of the 
blind shall be opened, and the ears of the 
deaf shall be unstopped. Then Shall the lame 
man leap as an hart, and the tongue of the 
dumb sing: for in the wilderness Shall waters 
break out, and Streams in the desert. Isniah, 
XAAV, , .. FE 
Thus God emptied u me of that which was 
mine, to fill me with that which was his ; 
and taught me my dependance on him, in 
prayer, for matter and manner too, agree- 
able unto his mind. 
From this I felt more of gracious influ- 
ence needtul in my approaches unto God, 
than I had ever felt : and was directed to 
pray by that sweet scripture, 17 ye then, 
being evil, know how to give good giſts unto 
your children, how much more shall your 
heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to them 
that ask him. Luke xi. 13. I now set 
upon praying for the Divine Spirit, from 
the Promise of God; and was en- 
cCouraged 
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Gat by the 7th chapter of Matthew, 5 
and 7th verse, Ask, and it shall be gicen 
you ; seek, and ye shall find; knock, and it 
shall be opened unto you. Drawing nigh 
unto God, for some little time, with these 
promises, I began to find my soul inter- 
rupted by many strange thoughts. Havy- 
ing read the Seventh chapter ot Daniel one 
day, and going to prayer afterwards, the 
ninth verse was made a strange use of in 
my mind, I beheld, till the thrones were Cast 
down, and the Ancient of Days did sit, whose 
_ garment was white as snom, and the hair of 
his head like the pure wool, When I came 
before God, I thought of him as an old 
grey-headed man, dressed all in white; and 
thought I saw him in an old two-elbowed 
chair, and felt myself powertully inclined 


to laugh at him. Ihis filled me with dis- 


tress ſor some time, and with much dread, 
when I attempted to pray. 


At another time, Iseemed to be filled with 5 


nothing but blasphemy; and was so tempted 
to burst out a swearing at the Almighty, 
that I thought I could not have lett the 
room, until I had cursed God, as I 
thought, to his face: this brought 0 -. 
under fearful appr ehensions of the displea- 9 
sure of God for many _ gt: 
= I 


* have I? have I*” this was forcib 


'T wont: 
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At another time, I was tempted to pray 
unto the devil, and fall down and worshi 

him; but at this my soul felt exceeding 

angry, and that scripture helped me, in 


Luke iv. 8. Get thee behind me, Satun ; for 


it is written, thou shalt worship the Lord 
thy God, and him only shalt thou serve. 
But it is not to be wondered at that I was 
thus tried, seeing Satan could thus tempt 
the Son of God himself. EO A. 

At another time, praying for the Holy 
Ghost, I thought I telt a rising dislike to 
the Holy Spirit; and soon my mind was 
$0 influenced to curse the Spirit, that I 


thought I could not have avoided it; and 
at length was so, that I could Scarcely tell 
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brought into my mind, “If you have not, 


whether I had or not: while I was N 


do it now, that you may be sure you have.” 


„Oh!“ said I, “ do not want; I wont, 
and something seemed to say, 
** You may as well, for you will be sure to 


be damned, whether you do or not.” 


At another time, I was tempted to call 


God a fool, and to curse the Bible, and to 


burst out a laughing at religion: these 


things brought me to a very great stand, 


with respect to attempting to 80 to prayer; 
and sometimes I thought I would, and, at 


D others, 
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others, I thought it would be better not. 
Being at such a a stand in my mind, I knew 
not what to do; at length was directed 
by that scripture in Matt. vi. 6. Enter into 
thy closet, and when thou hast $/int the door, 
pray to thy Father. I attempted to follow 
this direction, but with much difficulty, 
being afraid to shut the door oftentimes, 
for the Satan should come; nor dare I 
call God father, very often; nor could I 
find words to pray much at a time, and 
oftentimes none; but was obliged to weep 
and sigh, and that was all. 

At this time I was taken very ill, and 
being confined within doors for some 
weeks, took much to reading the word of 
God; now and then, some other book, 
but chiefly the Bible, this heing the most 
suitable to me; but had no one to con- 
verse with : nor had I spoke unto any en- 
lightened person about religion in my life, 
nor any one to me; nor did I know any 
thing of any such people, but all this while 
had walked alone; but not without many 
a wish, that I had some one to speak to. 
As to religious tenets, I knew 1 1 5 
about; nor any creed, but that I felt; an 
that was borrowed from none, but an ori- 


ginal with me, taught 1 me by the Lord . 
alone. 


In 


ES 
In all my exercises, thus far, I knew no- 
thing of taith in the Lord Jesus Christ, 
bringing a sense of free pardon, through 
his blood, and the peace of God, into the 
soul; but was running from Sinai, galled - 
with the intolerable yoke of bondage, and 
influenced to pray for mercy. That ques- 
tion one day striking my mind, How sh 
man be just with God” from reading the 
chapter, and I, not knowing the meaning 
of 1t, was led to pray, that God —_ 
some way or other, make it known unto 
me; which, in the following manner he 
did. 18 
Hail Immanuel! God with us, 

Omega last, and Alpha first; 

Now beaming forth in mercy's rays, 

Sinners live to speak thy praise, 


In thee, thy Father, we adore, 
Sov'reign Lord of love and pore ; 
| nu, by the Holy Ghost, 


Ve sinners; who by sin are lost. 


How keen the pangs thy teachings give, 
But life from death thy saints derive; 

The life that Moses ne'er could show, 
Through Jesu's opening wounds doth flow. 


. CHAP. 


CHAP. 111. 


A FEW days after, being a very warm 


day, a person came for my aunt, to go and 


| hive their bees for them; I thought I 


would go and see her do it; accordingly, I. 


took my stick, for I was so weak I could 
not walk without it, and made my way to 
the place, which was my uncle's orchard, 


I hinted of, at the beginning of this book. 
I had not stood but a very little while, be- 


fore a bee came (God's servant I believe), 


to me, buzzing about my head, which 
torced me out of the orchard, into my 


_ uncle's yard, and followed me down the 


ard, until I came to the back door; there, 
thought, it would have stung me; and, 


the door being open, I made my way into 
his house. When I had got in, I found 
my aged uncle groaning upon a couch, 


and thus addressed him : “ How do you 


do, uncle?” He, looking up, said,“ Ah! 
Francis, and how do you do?“ I said,“ 1 


Was 
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was very poorly indeed.” “ And so am 
I,” said he, “ but only in my body : for 
though I am groaning on this couch, I en- 
joy more of the favour of my God, than I 
did, oftentimes, when I was well.” This 
manner of talk was what I had never 
heard from any one before; but scemed 
to have considerable place in my mind at 
this time. He said, © Come, and sit 
down in this chair by me ;” accordingly I 
did: and was no sooner sat down, but he 
said, © Francis, how do you find your 
mind towards God.” At which I trembled, 
like a leaf shaken by the wind, and burst 
into tears: at the sight of which, the 
good old man burst into tears also; and 
began to cry out, © Oh! my God, hast 
thou answered my prayer?“ at which I was 
much surprised; but he soon informed 
me, that it had been powerfully impressed 
on his mind, that God would, some time, 
make me acquainted with his grace; for 
which, he said, he had been more sct at 
liberty in praying for, than any one thing 
he ever knew. © And likewise,” said he, 
God has revealed it unto me, I believe, 
that you will be a minister of his gospel ; 
and I have prayed, that you might be 
under the workings of his grace, betore I 
leave the world, to my satisfaction: and 

L «= having 
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having no hope of living long, I trust that 
God is now about to shew it to me.” He 
then asked me, © What I had felt?” I 
felt myself very unwilling to tell, but, 
from his entreaty, I did; and when I had 
done, he said, “ I must give my God the 
glory :” and, rising up on his knees, on 
his couch, entered on such prayer and 
pies to the Lord, as I had never before 
heard. When he had done, he asked, If I 
could stop a little, and read to him? as he 
had no one to do that, and could not see 
himself.“ I told him, “ I would try to get 
as far as his house in the afternoon, it I 
could, and should be glad to read some 
d book unto him then, as far as my 
strength would allow ;” at which he seemed 
rejoiced. 

When I got up out of my che, to go 
home, I saw a book on his table, and tak- 
ing it up, read the title; which was 
The Rose of Sharon, and the Lilly of the 
Valles. I then set out home, with my 
| mind as full as it could hold ; first, think- 
ing how dreadful it was, that I should have 
such an uncle living, and pay no more at- 
tention unto him than I had done. And 
also, if it had not been for the buzzing of the 
bee, I should not have went into his house, 

when I was so near unto it. I mused with! 
; wonder 
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wonder, when he Said that he had prayed 
for me: and could not help blessing God, 
as I passed along, that any one should be 
permitted to offer prayer unto him, for 
such a wretch as I. As to his saying, that 

God had revealed unto him, that I Should 
_ preach the gospel, or be a minister of the 
gospel, I was entirely lost in it: for I did 
not know what the gospel was, neither did 
I see how it was possible, that such a poor, 
ignorant creature as I, should ever be a 
minister of it. I felt myself happy, that I 
should now have a companion, if hoped, to 
converse with ; but, above all, the title of 
the book was the thing with me, The Rose 
of Sharon, and the Lilly of the Falls, 
seemed sweeet unto me, A I did not 
then understand it. About this I went 
musing home, and thought, in my mind, 
that that book would, with the blessing of 
God, open something sweet unto my mind. 

In the afternoon, after being rested, I 
went into my uncle's house again, and 
read the book: and here I enjoyed a 
Bethel indeed. I found the Rose of Sha- 
ron was the Lord Jesus Christ; and so 
sweetly was he discoursed of in this pam 
phlet, in his names, characters, and offices, 
and relations unto his people, that I felt 
wy heart enraptured whilst [ read. After I 


h ad 
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had done reading, my uncle entered upon 
Conversation with me, about faith in Jesus 
Christ: I listened attentively, my very 
soul being in the subject; and these were 
the things I needed to know, to the peace 
of my soul—I was then quite certain. 

When J left my uncle, I had the happi- 
ness of his asking me to come again as soon 

as I could, and said, “ Your company is 
quite acceptable :” with this I was much 
struck, and much comforted. 

In my return home, my mind was 
wholly taken up with thoughts of Jesus 
Christ, and faith in him, as crucified for 
Sinners. When I got home, and had a 
little rested myself, I went up stairs juto a 
closet, and found my soul sweetly draun 
out in prayer, that God would, of all 
things, make known the Lord Jesus, as 
crucified, unto me; nor did I ever feel 
such heart-melting before the Lord before, 
as I felt now; nor such sweet drawings of 
love, into the comforts of scripture, as 
now. Many passages opening into my 
mind, endearing unto me the blessed Son 

of God; that in Jolin, xiv. 6. Jesus saith 
unto him, I am the way, and the truth, and 
the life; no man cometh unto the Father, 
but by me. And also that portion in Heb. 
*. 19, 20. Having therefore, brethren, bold- 

uess 
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ness to enter into the holiest, by the blood of” 
Jesus ; by a new and living way, which he 
hath consecrated for us, through the vel ; 
that is to say, his flesh. From these serip- 
tures, I was blessed with a discovery of 
God's appointed way unto himself; and 
was released from much fear in drawing 
near unto God, of a slavish kind, which 
1 before had felt. 
| Now viewing God, in the Son of his 
love, and beholding his glory in the face 
of Jesus Christ, my soul felt anxious de- 
sires to draw pardon and peace from the 
Saviour, and for this I often prayed ; and 
for many times, when I went to see my 
uncle, met with something encouraging to 
my soul; his whole talk being about Jesus 
unto me. At one time, he discoursed 
aw his mercy, in a most beautiful man- 
ner; at another time, about his JuStiying 
wa Pagers and here it was my sou 
was shewn, how man could be just with 
God. 

These subjects 1 fads matter of prayer, 
that God would shew them unto me, for 
my good, from his own word, in praying 
for pardon, through his Son. found 
Satan set upon me, in a most furious man— 
ner, with these suggestions: — that I was 
not one of God's chosen people, and there- 
fore 


* 
fore there was no mercy for me; and that 
my sins were too great ever to be forgiven. 
Also, that I had sinned away the — of 
grace, and that the Son of God would 
have nothing to do with me. But this the 
Lord was +. Bk to confute, by his own 
word, from these parts of it being applied 
powerfully to my mind, Isaiah, Xlili. 25. 
J. even I, am he that blotteth out thy trans- 
gressions, for mine own u , and wil not 
remember thy ins. And Heb. vii. 12. 
Tor I will be merciful to thetr unrighteous- 
ness; and their ius and their iniquitics will 
1 remember no more. With that sweet 
promise, in the 6th chap. of John's gospel, 
and 37th verse; And him that cometh to 
me, I will in no wise cast out. 

Ihese passages came to me with power 
and glory, beyond what I can describe; 
and afforded me sweet peace of mind. The 
justification of the soul appeared plain, 
from some scriptures given to me by God; 
as, Isaiah, lis. 6. And the Lord has laid on him 


f the iniquity of us all. Also, the ist of Peter, | 


ii. 24. JV , his ounself, bare our Sins in 
his own body on the tree. And the 3d chap. 
and 18th verse of the same epistle, For 
Christ, also, hath once suffered for sin; the 
just for the unjust; that he miglit bring us 
ts God. And the 2d of Cor. 5th ys 
an 
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and last verse, For he hath made him to be 
zin for us, who knew no sin; that we might 
be made the righteousness of God in him. 
From these scriptures, I saw the way of 
justification, but did not, at this time, en- 
Joy it; but shall, hereafter, let you know 
the time when I did. 

Muy soul now found that going to God, 


in prayer, was its highest privilege, through 
the Son of his love; and the conversa- 


tion of my uncle was more and more pro- 
fitable unto me. My friends finding I 
was much taken to my uncle, and that 
when I was not with him, was for the most 
| pert up stairs reading my Bible; they 
egan to talk to me, about his being a 
Meetinger ; this I knew nothing about, 
neither did I care about it; I did not go 
to see him for that reason; but because 1 
thought he was a man of God, and I found, 
 blessed of God unto my soul. At length 
they told me, I should not go to see him; 
if I did, 1 should be turned out of doors; 
thi: very much troubled my mind, and I 
went and told my uncle of it: he bid me 
not fear, God would provide, if they did; 
i TROP turned me out, he would take me 
At this time, I was getting better in 
| my body, and more able to read and 
urite, which were. the things I employed 


my self 3p 
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myself with; they threatened to burn my 
pens and hide m Bible, and told me, if 
they did not, I Should soon go mad with 
Studying, as many of that sort did. 
Soon after this, my uncle was so much 
recovered, for a little time, as. to be able 
to go about with sticks: he came and 
talked to them; but this added fuel to 
fire. Coming one day to our house, there 
was one Mrs. Chilcot there, a gentle- 
woman of an independant fortune, Who 
had two sisters that lived with her; one of 
them had passed some conversation with my 
uncle, I understood afterwards; and when 
he came in, een it to be her, thus 
begun : © Well, how doth the work of God 
go on in your soul now?“ to which, she 
thus replied, © Oh! you curst old rogue, 
you thought it had been my sister, did 
you? but you are mistaken ; I'll have none 
of your cant to me; and as to my soul, 
you have nothing to do with; and Ill 
make you remember askin such questions 
of me:“ to which, the old man replied, 
I believe you will.“ 
A few days after this, she came again, 
and I sat reading my Bible: as soon as 


1 she entered the house, she said, 0 Lord! 


I have cauglit the 1 bert devil now. 


This gentlewoman ha N Shewn a 
regard 


( # } 
regard for me, and had given me a suit of 
clothes because I went to church; and 
thought the reason of my being absent, 
for some time past, was my illness: but 
now she suspected something more; and 
thus begun with me, ** Well, Francis, has 
old Bernard Bedford made a Whittieldite 
of your” I said, I did not know what 
light that was, nor any, but the light of 
God's word; and I thought, all besides that 

appeared to me to be darkness. She 
said, © I find you have got a nack at the 
cant, and you'll soon be led away; you 
are got better, and I shall expect you to 
come to church on Sabbath day: I said, 
Very likely I should:” at this, he seemed 
pleased, and told me, If I kept to the 
church, She would be a great friend to 
me.” On the Lord's day I went, for I 
had this in my mind, to try if I was capa- 

ble of discerning any difterence ; and when 

I was there, the whole worship appeared 

nothing but confusion, and, in my view, 


little better than madness: as to the par- 


Son, I saw his condition to be that of black 
darkness; and his character that in the 
56th chapter of Izaiah, 10th and 11th | 
verses. His watchmen are blind, they are 

all ignorant, they are all dumb dogs, they 
cannot bark, * lying down, loving lo 
; E __ #lumber: 
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 #lumber : Yea, they are greedy dogs, which 
can never have enough, and they e are $hep- 
herds that cannot understand, they all look 
to their own way, every one for his gain 
from his quarter. I sat listening to hear 
something of Jesus Christ, but not a word 
could this letter-learned fool say about 
him. I now thought of my folly, in wishing 
to be one of them; and considered the state 
of such a man to be as dreadful as any on 
this side hell: and from such reading-1gno- 
rance, and blind worship, my heart said, 
«« Good Lord deliver me!“ 

On the Monday, this gentlewoman came 
unto my mother again, and found me 
there; and, in a very good humour said, 
<0; Prancis, you was at church yester- 
day. et, and I, 1 was; but it 
will be a great while before I shall be 
there again.” With this, her 'countenance 
changed, and raving out, She said, What 


do you mean by that?” I mean,” said | 


1, „that, in my opinion, the parson, and 
the people, are all blind, as to the way of 
Salvation : and you know, Madam, the 
scriptures, that if the blind lead the blind, 
they will both fall into the ditch together; | 
and I think I am best away: for should 
that be the case amongst them, I should 
not like to fall with them.“ In great anger 


she 


— 
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she said, © What did you go yesterday 


for?“ I said, “ To be honest; I went to 
ce if God would shew me the unscriptural- 
ness of that worship, and the ignorance 
of the teacher; and he did.” “ Well,” 
said she, “ if it be so, I shall hate you; 
and you may sure I shall never do ano- 
ther act of kindness for Jou as long as I 
live.” © Well, Madam,” ay i «<1 thank 
you for every favour past; but am sorry 
you should so violently ay in the face of 
the law and the prophets, as you now pur- 


pose doing.” Here she stopped me, and told 
me, l spoke another word, she would 


force me out of the house.“ I then got up 
and went out; knowing I was not 80 


much recovered from my illness, as to be 


able to bear to he pushed about much: and, 
when I was gone, I heard her, in a despe- 
rate rage, assuring my mother, how she 
would set herself against her, if she did 
not keep me from Bernard Bedford's, and 


every one, of the curst crew of meetingers; 


and if she did, how much she would notice 


her: and thus agreed“ If we stick close 
to him, he may be stopped, I think,” 10 | 


She, „he is not gone too far yet; at 


which, I could not help, for the lite of me, | 


bursting out into a laughter. 
E. 2 When 
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When she was gone, I was turned over 


by my mother, grandmother, and aunt, 


enough to drive a man mad, without divine 


assistance. The old lady, however, to 


keep them steadfast, sent them each a new 


gown; and from this, I was severely 
_ threatened, of what should be done, if I 


_ offended that good woman. I was sure, in 


my mind, that it would not be long before 


she would take offence; and this led me 


to make it a matter of prayer, that God 
would give me strength to stand against them 
all, and not be afraid; and that he would 


prepare me to bear the worst they could 


do unto me: nor did he refuse to grant 


me my request. Es 
The next day I went to see my uncle, 


and told him the situation I was in: he 
said, Fear not; wait on the Lord, and 
he will strengthen thy heart :” and, in a 


very pressing manner, advised me bo pray 

for persevering grace; which,“ he said, 
God has engaged to bestow, in that pro- 
mise in Deuter. xxxv. 25. And as thy 


days, so shall thy strength be.” He then 
informed me, that on the Thursday even- 
ing, Mr. Blane, the baptist minister, at 


| Newnmill, was to preach at Grover's, a 
baker's, in that place (and his house was a 


very 
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keg little way from my mother's) and 


wished me, by all means, to go. I felt as 
anxious to go, as he could that I should; 
but now I was brought to a very great 


stand how to get to the meeting without 


my mother's seeing me; for "that she 
could do in her own house. I prayed, that 
the Lord would so order it, that my friends 


might, about the time of meeting, be back 
in the garden or orchard, $0 as not to sec 


me go; and then, I thought, I could stay 
with more composure of mind. And so it 


was: just as they had begun singing, and 


I, waiting for an opportunity to go, that 


my mother seemed quite destitute of any 


SUSPICION, and went to walk in the orchard, 
my two aunts went into the garden to draw 


water, and my grandmother was engaged 


in talking with one Thomas Cock, a neigh- 


bour, that often came in. Thus my way 
vas made quite clear, and aw: ay went [ to 


the meetin 
When 1 entered” the house, I Wn and 


took a seat quite on the further side of 
the house; so that if they came after me, 


thought 1 would not be got ont, but sat 


and trembled every time the door was 


opened, expecting it was my mother.“ 
When the minister read his text, I had 


zomething else to engage my mind: the 


E 5 * 'ords 
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words were, in the 2d of Timothy, iv. 7, 8. 
I hace fought a good fight, I hace finished 
my course, T1 hace kept the faith ; hence- 
forth there is laid up for me a crown 0 
righteousness, which the Lord, the righte- 
ous judge, shall give me at that day: and 
not to me only, but unto all them, also, that 
love his —_— Here I was taught the 
nature of a. spiritual war, and of many 
of the Christian's foes, within and without; 
and found sweet encouragement to go on. 
But that part of the discourse, that love his 
appearing, was blessed, indeed, to my soul: 
1 felt my heart glow with love to Jesus; 
and possessed a sweet hope, that when my 
righteous judge should appear, I should be 


| found amongst them that love his 1 


ing. 
When service was over, I could scarce 


tell how to leave the house without speak- 
ing unto the minister, I felt such love to 
Him; but I durst not venture so far. When 
I went home, all was very well, they knew | 
nothing of my being at meeting : but the | 
next day, the old gentlewoman got wind | 


= - it, and came to my aunt's house, adjoin- | 
to my friend's house; there was my | 


Fc Fw] and all of them together: the old 
lady raving and tearing about my being 
at meeting ; in the heat of her passion, she 

almost 
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almost split a table, from one end to the 


other with her fist; and told my mother 
she would advise her to beat my brains out, 


or else they would all be ruined through 
me. For her fool of a brother,” she safd, 


„ would have ruined them if he could: he 


built,” she said, © a chapel, and kept the 
minister as long as he lived, and settled 30l. 


a year on the minister of that place, after 
his death—a cursed rascal, said she, or 


else there would have been more for me.” 
A good thing, I think, Madam,” said I, 
that the Lord put it into his heart to do 
such a thing.” Here I was ordered off, 
while she ied my friends how to pro- 
ceed; and most dreadful threatenings I 


had. 


But in the next week, one Mr. JV. . 
an independent minister of the chapel at 


| Berkhamsted, being convinced of baptism, 
was to be baptised at Neumill, in the mill- 
pond; - and going out to take a walk, my 


friends knowing of no other design in my 


mind, took no notice. When I was got 
out, I found some people going to Newmul, 
and went with them: and now I was 
_ favoured with two things; one was, that I 


was taught or shewn the way, so that, after- 


wards, I could find it myself; and the 
other, that I Should have another opportu- 


nity. 
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nity. But when I came there, I found it 
but little to me : the whole discourse being 


B by a very learned man, about 


aptism : he using such language, as I 
knew nothing about ; neither was my con- 
cern, at this time, about baptism, but about 


Salvation. However, I took particular 


notice of the way; and had it in my mind 
to steal away, on Lord's day, to that place, 
to hear. But when I got home, they were 
ready for me; having been, by some 
means, informed where I had been, and 


dinned my ears, for some hours, with an in- 
tolerable noise; and told me, I should be 


turned out of 1 


On the following week, Mr. Blane 8 


to preach again, and I was determined to 
go, if God spared my life. When the 
evening came, my mother said, “That if I 


went into the house, she would come, and 


break all the windows, and tear me out by 


the hair of my head;“ and I was watched 


28 carefully, as ever a ou watched a mouse. 


I, seeing the young men of the village 
playing at cricket, on the green, just be- 


fore the house, went and stood by them, 
on that side next to the house where 


the preaching was. This play I had been 


exceeding fond of; and, at length, they 
beat the n quite * to the door of the 


house. 
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house where the preaching was; I ran 


and took it up, and threw it unto them: 


my mother, seeing this, went in, to tell 
them within, I was got at play; and, 
while she did that, I went to the meeting— 
my eyes being as quick as hers. Looking 
out again, and missing me, she made an 


_ enquiry where I was? they said, Gone 


to the meeting.” With that, she was com- 
ing full drive, when one of the sisters of 


the old gentlewoman, coming into the gate, 
stopped to talk with her; and the story 
lasted 80 vg. that meeting was over be- 


fore it was done; and I got home, and 
the heat of her passion was so much over, 
that I had but little said to me at that 
time. | 585 


uus I saw the hand of my God with 
me for good, and gave me such encourage- 


ment, that I thought I would not stay at 
home another Sabbath, out of fear, as I 
had done the Sabbath before; and made it 


a matter of prayer, that God would appear 
for me on that day. When the Lord's day 


was come, I had my orders to go to 


church, and was not allowed to go out of 
doors, until after dinner, when I was 
watched into the church- yard; and, as 


| soon as I found I was out of the sight of 
my friends, I made my way to N — 
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and got there just as they were entering 
on worship. Mr. Blane preached from 
this text, als A. . It ye then, being 
evil, know how to give good gifts unto 


your children, how much more shall your | 
heaven Father give his Holy Spirit to them 


that ask him. This, in a particular man- 
ner, drew my attention; being a passage 
that had been blessed of God unto my 
soul, as I have stated before: but now I 
saw new beauties, which before I knew 
not of. The Holy Ghost, as the third 


person in the Trinity, and coequal with 


the Father and the Son, was here Shewn 


unto me; and his blessed office stated in 
Such a light, that met with every desire of 
my soul at that time. The encourage- 
ment I met with, to pray for this blessed 
Spirit, was such, as quite engaged my 
soul for that time; so that when service 
was over, I set out home. praying for the 
Spirit all the way I went; 
any thing of a step I took all the way, 
nor any circumstance but this: 
was got about half way home, I found my 
Soul so overpowered, that I could 
farther no, not one step, until 


| made for home, with my heart up to 


God, = 
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not knowing 
when 1 
o no 


had 
prayed unto God there. When I had done, 


5 

God, every step I took, if ever it was in my 
lite. * 
When I entered my friend's house, I 
could not stop one moment to hear what 
they would say unto me; but made my 
way up stairs, and fell on my knees, 51 7 
my soul deeply engaged in prayer to God, 
for the Holy Spirit. When 1 had done, 
I came down stairs: my mother told me, 
she should be glad to see me a corpse, and 
follow me to the grave, rather than to see 
me as I then was; she insisted, it should 
be put a stop to, or else she would go 
away. My aunt then joined her, and my 
grandmother hkewise, and very much 
wounded my mind, in despising and abus- 
ing that dear man the Lord had so much 
blessed unto me that day, in preaching. 
They said, he was nothing but an old 
broken baker, and called him by the name 
of old bishop burnt-crust : and said, he 
was a curst old rogue, to draw a young 
youth astray in such a manner; the whole 
crew were nothing but whores and rogues ; 
and all they wanted was to get my money, 
if I was fool enough to give it them, when 
I could get any; and to set me against my 
friends and every body, but their sort. 
When I had heard all this, I attempted to 
give an answer, but was denied. I then 
n | e, Gn 


I often thou 
kept from the means of grace that they 


( 48 ) 

found my prayer, in some measure, an- 
swered, that I had put up unto God for 
his Spirit; for I was enabled to go up 
Stairs, and pray for these poor creatures, 
aud found more desire for their salvation, 
than I ever had before; and greater love 
to my poor despised preacher from all this: 
so that I spent most part of that night in 
prayer to God, and praise on his account. 
found my mind afterwards exercised, 
with much fear, lest they should, by any 


means, keep me from hearing the word; 


for I had, at this time, many ties unto the 


house of God; the pastor was blessed in 


his preaching, unto my soul, and my heart 
felt the power of the word: the people ap- 


peared the most lovely of any ow earth, in 


my view; so that when I have seen any of 
them go along the. streets, I stood and 
looked after them, as long as I could sce 


them, and then turned away and cried 
that I was not one of them; and could 
have given the world, to have been with 


those, I thought, were the people of God. 
t I should soon die, if I was 


enjoyed; but that scripture was my sup- 


port, in Joshua, i. % Have not I com- 
manded thee, be strong and of d good c 
vage; be not afraid, neither be thou dis- 

1 3 8 | 3 55 mayed, = 
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 mayed, for the Lord thy God is with thee, 
whithersoever thou goest. This scripture 
often made the tears pour down my face, 
and my heart leap for joy; and filled mc: 


with admiration, that God should so speak 
unto me, and in such a way, as to afford 
my soul satisfaction. It was from him my 


mind was now possessed of a full deter- 


mination to go on another Lord's day. 
When the Sabbath came, every means were 
tried to prevent: the dinner was late, and 


1 was not allowed to have a clean shirt, un- 
til after dinner, to put on; nor yet any 


clothes they thought I would like to go 
out in. 


When the bells began to chime, 1 was 
ordered to prepare for church. When 1 


was dressed, and come down stairs, they 


were ready to go; and I was to.go with 
them ; accor dingly, [ went with them, up 


to the church doors, where stood a com- 


any of men, as was a custom on the 
rd's day with them, talking over all 


manner of wickedness, oftentimes, and 


always light, vain conversation at the best. 
I have known that place, often, on a 
Lord's day, more like Billingsgate than any 
other. Here I made a stop; my. mother 
thinking I was going to stay with these 
men, as they usually stood talking While 
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in the present state. When I entered the 
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the parson came, went her way with my 
aunt into the church: I had enough of 
them in a few minutes; their conversa- 


tion, when compared with what I heard 


— Newmill meeting-yard, appeared as 


won osite as that of angels and devils. 
ly mother being gone into the build- 
ing, they called their church, and that 


scripture coming, with power, into my 
mind, in Genesis, xlix. 6. O my soul, come 


not tou into their secret, unto their assem- 


bi; mine honour be not thou united. I im- 


mediately went, without hesitation, and 


jumped over the pales of the church- yard, | 
and made my way for Newml!: when I | 
entered their place of worship, the minister 
Kad about half done prayer: the text he 
took that afternoon, was this, in Prov. 


xviii. 24. And there is a friend that stichetli 
closer than a brother. The very words 
made my soul leap for joy; and the sub- 


_ ject was so blessed unto my soul, that I could 


have sat from that time to midnight, had 
1 felt so all the while, as I did then; and 


thought the time short after all. When 
meeting was over, I went home, God only 
knows how, for J am sure I knew nothing 


about it, only that I got home very soon, 
and was as happy as I could wish to be, 


house 
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house of my friends, I found I stood in 
need of this friend that sticketh closer than 
a brother; for I was soon forced to fly out 


| of doors, with the fire-tongs thrown after 


me, and dreadful threatenings, if I ever 
came in any more. I went into my-aunt's 
house, adjoining my father's, and up stairs, 
and went to prayer; when I was favoured 
with such enjoyment of the sweet Jesus's 
presence, that I seemed quite ready either 
f for ease or pain, trouble or comfort, adver- 
= «ity or prosperity, life or death, as my best 
ftriend thought fit. I was now willing 
to leave all for Jesus; and to have a home 
or none, so that I might but have him 
as my Lord and my God : and that sweet 
Scripture was given me, to take down stairs 
with me in my heart, in Psalm xxvii. 10. 
en my father und my mather forsake 
me, then the Lord will take me: ne! 
Being allowed to enter the house after 
some time, amidst a vast noise and con- 
tusion, I sat down and said nothing, let 
them say what they might. At supper-time, 
they told me, © I might go to my crew 
tor my supper;“ but this did not much 
affect me; tor I had bread to eat that they 
knew not of ; poor souls! I wished they did. 
Through the following week, I had almost 
a continual "_ and Satan worked by 
$: . - 
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it, to the trying of my mind 8 
in this way, that I was the cause of all 
their wickedness, and that proved I must 
be wrong, let my joys be what they might; 
and I ought to give way to my mother, 
and try and keep peace. This seemed 
Ju enough ; for I knew very well 

was the cause of it, from going to hear 
the word of God; and this I felt no desire 
to depart from, whether there was peace or 
not: but felt desires, that God would, in 
some way or other, help my mind to some 
sweet satisfaction respecting of this thing, 
Which he did, by that part of his word in 

Matt. x. 54. and the two following verses; - | 
Think not that I am come to send peace on 
earth; I came not to send peace, but a 
«word. For J am come to set a man at 
variance against his father, and the daughter 
against her mother, and the daughter-in- 
law against her mother-in-law ; and a man's 
foes shall be they of his own household. This 
satisfied my mind, that religion had such 
_ erosses attending of it; and the words in 
the 88th verse lay with solemn weight on 
my mind; And he that taketh not his cross 
and followeth after me, is not worthy of me. 
I made it a matter of prayer, that the Lord |! 
would sanctify every cross, and give me 
e eee 
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day came, at noon I was coming down 
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strength to bear, and particularly, that he 
would keep me from apostacy. 1 

On the following Sabbath, after dinner, 
I went to walk r the orchard, where I 
was watched, every moment, by one or thc 
other in the house ; but observing them, 
for a few minutes off the watch, I jumped 
over the pales, and went a mile Wks, to get 
into the road to Newmul, to which he 1 
ran every step of the way, which I, by 
going round, had made about four miles; 
this I performed in less than three quarters 
of an hour: for the Spirit of God, and en- 
joyment of Jesus, the sinner's friend, will 
make nimble feet, and a cheerful heart, 1 
know by experience. When I came there, 


I heard a discourse from this text, in Prov. 


xxvii. 10. Thine own, friend, and thy father's 


friend, forsake not, And here I met with 


much to sanction my proceedings, and to 


encourage me to follow hard after God. 


I now e ht of going boldly unto the 
s and when the next Lord's 


stairs, when my aunt stood at the bottom 


of the stairs, and I. having on my best 
clothes; she, with her face as red as 
blood, said, So you are „Fan to your 


crew, are you; ?” I'said, am going to 
Neu mill.“ My mother, hearing of a 
1 Vale 


(5 5 
FE But you sha'nt; 


said, 
shall never come in here again.” To 


if you do, you 


which I made this rep "Pf 
that with God; but will, if the Lord 
enables me.” My Witt said, What! if 
the devil and a flaming word stood in 
your way?“ I said, © The devil did 
stand in 
hell were in the way, 1 hoped God would 
help me through them, so that I nright get 
to his house; and as to flaming swords, I 


knew well they could do nothing, without 


the permission of God.” With that, I 
pushed by, and made my way for the door, 
and when I was 


made my way unto Newmill. 
came within sight of the 
soul much delighted witt 


house of God, The words of David, in 


the 84th Psalm, 1, 2. became sweet unto 
hy tabernacles, 
My soul longeth, yea, 


How" amiable are 7 
9 bord of of Hosts! 
ainteth for the dr of the Lord: 


eart and my Nen crieth out for the 


: ing God. 

I, entered into the place of worship 
my expectation * 

worship began, I K. * a gloom and 
| deadness seize upon * mind and soul, 


with 


% must leave 


y WAY ; and if all the devils in 


got out of the house, I ran, 
as fast as 1 could, out of the town, and 
ace, I felt my 

viewing tlie 


ery hi gh; but when 
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seat; being tempted ver 


singing and prayer was es: 


out of the meeting- house and 
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that it was with great difficulty 1 kept my 
8 to take 
lace. When 


was in hopes 
J should hear something to comfort and 


encourage me; but instead of that, I found 
myself tormented, all the time, with some- 
thing, I thought, standing behind me, and 
whispering in my ears dreadful blasphemies 

against the Holy Ghost; so that every 
time the minister made mention of the 


my hat, and go ont of t 


Holy Spirit, I felt as if I must burst out 


in swearing: it was so trying unto me, 


that I was forced to stop my ears with my 
fingers, lest I should hear any more about 


the Spirit of God. Then I was tempted to 
sit, and grin, and laugh at the people, 
and to think it foolishness _—_— t them : 

and it seemed as if somethin Never 
come any more; and It — I said, 
No, I will not.” I thought the minis- 
ter was very long; and found my mind 


rise against him also: and thought how 


foolish he was, to "UNE gaping there $0 


* 
en service was over, and I was got 


from 
began to think of 


amongst the people, 


the state of my mind, with inexpressible 


distress and een, as my reader will 
suppose 


— — = a = — 
F 4 5 rr 
3 - ns op; FF ws i ropes “ 


: — 
P 5 * 26 * * * a 1 
pany 6-196 <br om—_—_— — * _ * — — — 


to sell myself to the devil; 
stop my fist into my mouth, to prevent 
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suppose. Being before favoured with very 
reat comfort and divine support, at the 
— of God, for several times together, 
and going home with a heart full of joy, 


ere circumstances so unlike to what I now 
felt, that I was quite lost in forming ideas 


of this strange and sudden change. As I 
walked on, I felt my heart tortured with 


pain and anguish, that I must go into the 
midst of trials, and found no inward sup- 


port; but what was still worse, I felt 
misery in my soul every step I took, and 
intolerable anguish of heart, for wishing 


and thinking as I had' done, in the house of 
God: but still I found the same things, 
working powerfully in my mind, $0 that I 


could scarce avoid blaspheming as I went 
along. In my way home, I was tempted 


calling for Satan to come, that I might 
bargain with him. 


S800 l went trembling, sweating, and crying 
home, from the house of God. When I got 
home, my friends began, as was usual with 


them, but it had no influence on my mind; 


the misery of my soul being enough for my 
thoughts to dwell on at that time. 
went to bed, but could not continue there 
dung; for 1 e if I shut my eyes. Gf 
could 


1 soon 


and forced to 
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could never open them any more. I ex- 
pected nothing but death ; and thought 1 
elt eternal damnation sealed on my heart. 
I got out of bed, and stood sometime near 


the window of the room, wondering what I 


could be the - ject of. Sometimes 1 
thought I was bewitched ; then supposed I 
was out of my mind; and then, that God 


had left me, and given me over to a 


perishing state. Thus was I tossed from 


thing to thing in my mind, and tortured 


in my feelings, so that the sweat ran down 


me, like a person at hard labour. At 
length, amongst other things, I thought of 


prayer; but found no mind to engage 
therein, as I had before: but, after musin 


some time, I attempted it. But in this 


was interrupted, with blasphemy rising 
thicker and faster in my mind against 
God; so that I was ready to bless with 
one breath, and curse with another. 

Leaving this, 1 


got into the bed again, 
as miserable, I thought, as a creature could 


well be, that was out of hell. I had not 
been long in bed, however, but I found 
something worse, which I had not thought 


of before. The devil was permitted to 


| have access to my mind, with this tempta- 
3 tion, that I had committed the unpardon- 
able sin against the Holy Ghost; and 


made 
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made a most awful use of that seripture- 
against me, in Mark 11. 29. But he that 
Shall blaspheme against the Holy Ghost, hath 
never forgroeness. The enemy said, I had 
done this; and charged me with the 
thoughts that I had at the house of the 
Lord, that made me stop my ears against 
the preaching of the Holy Ghost. With 
this I was tempted to think, that prayer 
| would never be of any use unto my soul 
any more; nor the prayers of any other 
neither: and that scripture seemed to con- 
firm it unto my mind, in the Ist epistle of 
John, v. 16. There is a sin unto death ; I 
do not say that ye shall pray for it. 
When I arose in the morning, my mind 
was in a most perplexed state indeed. I 
wished I had never heard, nor thought, 
nor known any thing of the Holy Ghost, 


and then, I thought, I could not have 


sinned against him. Sometimes I won- | 
dered what I had been led to pray for 

the Spirit for; and then these thoughts 
would turn again on my mind as evidences, | 
1 thought of my having committed that 
sin, or else I should not think such things 
as these. Sometimes I felt a sorrow rise, 
that I Should have sinned against the 
Spirit; and wished there was such a thing 
as for en for me, and that I might 


but 
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but have the Spirit of God. Sometimes I felt 
SZ alittle hope, that it was not so; as I did not 
design to sin against the Spirit, nor did I 
know when I did do it, with my mind in 
it. I knew I felt much rise in me of blas- 
hemy; but that was the grief of my 
180 and the burthen of my soul, and dis- 
tress of my mind. At other times, I 
seemed quite sure it was my woful case; 
and was often tempted to encourage all 
the hardness of heart, that at any time I 
felt: and whenever I attempted to pray, 
I ͤ seemed to be set against God, nd yet 
could not let prayer pass, although 1. 
= thought it would be of no use; nor did I 
scem to find any satisfaction in it, but 
often tried to shun it, but could not. When 
I heard of any person being more than a 
usual sinner, I thought I would outdo 
him if I could: and when I read of any 
having sinned, in any particular manner, 
in any book of experience, I seemed as if 
must do the same. And if I heard any 
of the prophane swearing, I was forced to 
stop my ears, and haste out of the way, or 
else I felt as if I must do the same; and 
was often tempted to say —well done. 
In this wretched state, possessed of the 
most opposite and en ee, feelings, 1 
spent near three months : deprived of any 
| Fp - ---..  gomfort 
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one day I went upstairs, and fell 
and asked him to send me to hell, that 1 


(6 ) 


comfort in Christian conversation, or in hear- 


E mg preaching, for fear the Spirit of God 


should be talked about; and when it was, I 


was obliged to stop my mouth, for fear of 


blasphemy; and often forced to go out of the 


place, like a distracted creature; and have, 


many times, sat and sweat, with my hair 
wet on my head, and my shirt wet on my 
back, at my own thoughts. Much of my 


dime was spent in trying to find out what the 
unpardonable sin was; but here all failed with |: 


me. At length 1 became 0 de rate, that 
efore God, 
might know the worst: and I seemed, in 

my feelings, as if I could not be worse off; 


but, blessed be Ins holy name for ever! he 
would not do this, though I deserved it a 


thousand times over. 


At length I went one Lord's day to beer 1 
an independent minister, who, in the course 
of his sermon, was observing that many of 


God's own children were much distressed 
about having sinned against the Holy 
SGhost, and should never be forgiven. But 

one thing, he said, would prove they had 


not; and that was, their concern about it. 


Ile believed, he said, that a person that 
bad done that, could have no more feeling 
than the seats we sat on. This I kept in 


my 
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my mind all the way home, and felt some 
glimmering of hope, and some desire to 
pray, which I attempted when I got home ; 


and blessed be God! I found some liberty 


in it. 3 3 
The following week, I felt very anxious 


to have a sense of pardon from God, for 


all the wicked thoughts of my heart against 
m7 7 WOE 

One evening, things being so in the 
house, that I could scarce tell my own 
thoughts,. for the noise they were making 
about the meetingers, having almost made 


me mad, as they 1 ate _ I went out 


into a meadow, just by my father's house, 


with my mind almost distracted about. 
ping: from God: and this I had told the 


Lord in prayer, I must have in such a way 


as to shew it come from him, or else 


could have no satisfaction. I got under 
the hedge, up to my knees in snow almost, 
and there, I thought, I would go to prayer; 
little thinking what God was going to do 
with me there. I attempted to pray, and 
in an instant, was tempted to smother my- 
self there: this, with the old tempta- 
tion, brought me to my wits end; and 
had not God appeared, what would have 
become of me I know not. I was enabled 


to kneel down and ask for mercy; and 


« 
| 
| 
2 
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hid this passage sent with power into my 
dul, in the 18t epſstte of John, i. 7. And 


the blood of Jesus Christ, his Son, cleanseth 


us from Wl Sin. I felt pardon brought 
into my soul, and was now satisfied I had 
not sinned, as I before thought, so against 
the Holy Ghost as never to be forgiven. 
But the thought T had of smothering my- 


self in the snow was now handled by the 


enemy of my soul, to such a degree, that 
I could not move from the spot where I 


was; but stood trembling until J had al- 


most sunk to the earth. When the Lord 
enabled me to put up another prayer unto 
him, and favoured me with an immediate 

application of the above-mentioned scrip- 
ture; which gave me such relief and 


sweet comfort, that T went home with my 


soul full of joy, and spent most part of 
that night in praising God; that his 
mercy was so freely, and 80 fully mani- 


fested and applied unto me, after so many 


7 
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fears, and dreadful apprehensions of perish- | 


ing, as I, for a long time, had experienced. 


But, notwithstanding this blessed experi- 


with the old temptation, of having com- 


_ ence of the goodness of my God, I, some- | 
time after, was left to call all in question; 
and Satan would often terrify my mind 


mitted the unpardonable sin. One night, | 


When 
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when LI was up stairs to go to bed. I was 
led to view this in a distant light, as not 
real, but the cunning craft of the devil to 


hinder me in going to prayer. I therefore 
attempt ed to make it a matter of prayer, 


and finding much liberty 1 ji calling on the 
Lord, I ventured to, ask h im, to, clear to 
my soul, whether he had designs 0 mercy 


towards me or not; and if he had, to give 
me to know it, so as to keep me from that 


distrust, which 1 knew was $0 dishonour- 
ing bim, an Mentee unto me. 
Towards the next morning, I dreamed that 
Isa 1 bright angel come flying vnto me, 
with @ letter in his hand, and 1 5 it into 
taken it, he, look- 
wg, as J the VEN very yighſully in m 


1 . e w 2 e 


He d 6 an 
ile letter, which, EY , 
the blaze of fire, Fs had 


8. bone oi 

Lag * ; 
of pure gold: when I o dd MY 
these lines wrote, 1 thought, j- letters 
of * PAY 


His blood is Heads. 
A His blood is thy plea; 
_ His blood is thy all, 

Its thy advocate—ee! 


ST 


E 5 ö 


When J awoke, I felt exceeding happy; 
and, in a little time, my mind was blessed 
again with these words, coming with more 
than usual power; The blood of Jesus 

Christ, his Son, cleanseth us from all sin. 
These things, under God, set my mind 
free from the temptation of having com- 
mitted the unpardonable sin against the 
„ -" 5 * 
Ihe words of the supposed letter, 1 
never have, nor do I think ever shall, for- 
get : and to this day, the sight of it seems 
fresh before my eyes. In the forenoon of 


that day, I mentioned. the words to a 


friend, living at Alderbury, who wrote it in 
a book: when he had done so, a temp- 
tation struck my mind, in an instant, that 
1 should not have made it known, as it 
was only made known unto me: but this 
J was led to view as a design of Satan's, 
to rob me of the peace of my mind, and to 
prevent encouragement unto others; but 
God did not suffer this to prevail. 
This dark and dismal path, 

9 : My wv I _ trod ; 
— 
I'm thus far come, his praise to tell, 
| Who rais'd me from the mouth of hell. 
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CHAP. iv. 


AFTER this encouragement I had ex- 
erienced from the free fayour of the 
8 I felt my soul enlarged, and, in a 
sweet manner, drawn out to the Lord. 
The next Lord's day, I made a great 
account of, in my mind ; purposing to go 
to Newnull, and hoping to find comfort 
there; nor was I disappointed; my dear 
friend, Mr. Blanc, preached from Rom. iii. 
26. 70 declare, 7 Say, at this time his 
righteousness, that he mught be ust, and 
the justifier of him which beliexeth in Jesus. 
And my soul was so abundantly blessed 
with a view of God's method of justifying 
Sinners in his sight, that my soul Scemed 
as if it would have en out of my body, 
so elated with joy, all the time of the scr- 
mon. When Worship was over, I singled 
myself out from all the company, and _ 
made my way home: and, as ſ was going 
across a field—which spot I shall never 
torget==the blessed God was graciously 
/ - - -------- _— 
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pleased to shine into my soul, in such a 


manner, as to give me, by faith, as clear a 
discovery of my soul's justification, as 1 


could behold the sun, at noon day, with 


my bodily eyes: nor do I think I shall 
_ ever forget the circumstance to my 
dying hour. This, with the dream I had 


just before, gave such divine delight to 


I” * hs 3 


my soul, that I knew not how to contain | 


myself for Joy. This circumstance the 
Lord has often made of the greatest use to 


my mind since, as you will hereafter find 
Stated. 


My reader will observe, that though I 
have never forgot that time, nor never 


could doubt but at that time the Lord 
revealed himself unto me, as the Lord my 
righteousness ; yet there has been many 
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times since, in which Satan has tried to | 
make me call it in question; and to sink 


me into despair, when my mind has not | 
felt for the present, but only enabled to | 


look back, and remember God from that | 


lace and time. And this I have often 
ound comfort from, when all besides has 


failed ; which has often made me think of 

the words of Hart, when alluding to « 

sense he was favoured with, of pardon from 
God. At one particular time he says— 


| This 
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This promise oft I call to mind, 
As through some painful paths I go; 
And secret consolation find, 
And strength to fight with every foe. 


And this 1s my language, respecting the 


before-mentioned scripture. == 
After I was thus favoured of the Lord, 
I spent some time in uninterrupted Joy 
and happiness; and found my soul muc 
drawn out unto the Lord, for a knowledge 
of Jesus, and him crucified : and this desire 
so prevailed over my mind, that I do not 


know, at that time, that I wished for 


any thing else; nor could I pray for 


scarce any thing besides, for some time. 


I now found liberty to enter the closet 


frequently every day; and could often 


find liberty and pleasure in calling on the 
Lord for an hour or two together. One 
day, that scripture came, with power, to 


my mind, in the Ist epistle to the Corin- 


thians, ii. 2. For I determined not to know 
any thing among you, save Jesus Christ, 
and him crucified This still increased my 
desire to know a crucified Jesus; and I 


was fully persuaded, there was something 
to be seen and known in and from Jesus, 
that might well put a soul upon renounc- 
ing all for a knowledge of him. I was 


directed, with this exercise of mind, into a 
By VO 1 closet, 
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closet, in my aunt's hause, adjoining my 
_—_— Rane e I had bye "WP 2 
to be delight ly engaged ed with God, for 
some e e 6 time. After I arose 
from my knees, and was about to leave the 
closet, I felt my mind powerfully inclining 
to go to prayer again, which I could not 
omit, In this exercise with my dear God, 


I was suddenly melted into a flood of tears, 


and, with much difficulty, asked the Lord, 
to let me know his dear, crucified Son ; nor 
was the Lord offended ; for immediately I 
had such things impressed en my mind 
as I never knew before, I thought I saw 
Jesus, with the wounds of his hands, feet, 
and sides, all open. Nor is it in my 
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power to say, that I did, or did not, ser 


| na with my bodily Eyes; J was too 
far gone for this: but this I Know. I say 
80 much with the eyes of my soul, as Jaid 
me flat on the floor; nor could I arisc for 


some time—I think about an hour, At | 


this time, I thought my heart would burst, 


while tears were running, in abundance, 
down my face; and no soul can think 
how awful and hateful sin appeared, and 


what inward anguish my soul felt. While 


thus weeping, groaning, and rejoicing at 


the feet of a dear, crucified Loyd, the 
scenes of Gethsemane and Lairary, Pere 
. ns ere 


o 
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here opened to my soul, in such a manner, 
as could not be, by all the preaching in 
the world: and when I arose from the 
floor, I felt my soul possessed of a desire, 
that the Lord would, sometime or other, 
help me to make known that blessed Jesus 
unto others: and began, from this time, 
to persevere in praying, that the Lord 


would sometime make a preacher of me; 
nor could I ever omit this in prayer, 
though I often wondered, that I should 


pray for such a thing; and could not think 
why the Lord should suffer me so to pray; 
and what seemed most extraordinary to 


me was, that I always found much liberty 


and firm faith in so praying. The only 


thing I had in view was this— that I might 


make a crucified Jesus known. Nor do I 
think but what I should have preached 


as legal as any of the preachers of the 
present day, if it had not been for such 


experience. But, blessed be God! I can- 
not forget the closet, and my bleeding 
Jesus there; nor do I wish to preach a 
sermon while I live, but as Jesus the 
J % 


I was now favoured with sweet nearness 


with my God; and was enabled to spend 
much of my time with the blessed Jesus 


in my room and closet; and found much 


encourage- 
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encouragement from this scripture, Losca, 
vi. 3. Then, shall we know if we follozo on 
to knaw the Lord. 7.4 
About this time, I had à new pair of 
shoes provided me, which 1 put on the | 
next Lord's day, and it was snow up. to 
the knees, and continued to shox all the 
day; however, I set out to Newt, not 
thinking what would follow, from going in 
the new shoes I had on; if I had, I should 
have chose to vent without any, rather 
than them. But I went, sometimes above 
my knees in snow, and often almost up to 
my knees in water; at length, through 
the merey of God, I reached the place, wet 
and cold as I was, and sat as comfortable 
as ever I did in my life. Mr. Blaue 
e from this text, 17 epistle to the 


thians, i. 20. all the Dr.omus of 
od in Rim, are . and in him, aneh, un- 
bs the glory of God, by us. The promises 
were most sweetly opened and discourscd 
of, indeed; and many made meptian of, 
that I had been blessed with à sweet ac- 
quaintanee with the power and precious- 
_— C 
I went from this place so divinely blessed 


in my ming, that I travelled hame again, 


up to my knees in snow and water, with- 


out knowing any thing of the way I went, 


E FT 1 
or even a step that I took. When I got 


home, and entered the house, I was im- 


mediately asked, “ Where I had been?“ 
I 8aid, © To Newmill.” © Let me look 
at your shoes, said my mother; with that, 
I put my leg and foot towards her, and a 
strange condition it was in, the Lord 
knows! my new shoes looked like old rough 
brown paper, and seemed as if they were 
just dropping in pieces. My mother told 
me, © Tf I was ever so cold, I should not 
come to the fire, I might go and warm 
myself amongst my crew; and as to the 
Shoes, I should not have them to wear, 
nor never have another pair bouglit for 
me.” Then, turning to my father, who 
was then at home, said, Wil you allow 
this going on?“ and he, to prevent 
her noise, said, No, it must not, nor 
Shall not be:“ and said a many hard 
things, which cut me to the heart; because 
he had always been on my side, and I be- 
lieved he would be so; being a man whose 
conscience would not suffer him to oppose 
truth, though he knew nothing of its 
Power. e > TP TE-AL „ 
1 was soon ordered out of the house, 
and went into my aunt's house, where I 
found them all as badly engaged; I began 
to wonder what was to done with me; 
| 8 RY when 
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when that promise came to my mind, in 


Deut. xxxin. 25. Thy shoes shall be iron 
and brass, and as thy days $0 shall thy 


strength be. This set my mind at ease in 


this circumstance, and enabled me to bear 


all they could say or do at this time. 


The following evening, I was closely 


beset by my youngest aunt and my mother, 


about going to * and said, J should 
go to church;“ I sai 
more, unless 11 found my own mind in- 


clined so to do.” I said, “ I thought church- 


ministers, and their people, were all in the 


dark; and the Bible says, IF the blind lead 
the blind, both Shall fall into the ditch to- 
gether.” When my aunt said, She wished 
the Bible, and all my crew, were burning 


in hell together.” The impression of which, 


J think, I shall never lose as long as I live. 
Some days after, I had an opportunity 

of speaking to my father alone; when he 

informed me, He wished me to go where 


I liked best; and not to mind what he said 


when in the house, as he only said it before 
them, but with no design to hurt me. 
Here I found a plainer path than I ex- 


pected I should have done; for which, I 


desire to acknowledge the goodness of my 
God. 


After 


would not any 
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After FOR I found my mind at liberty to 
think over the many and precious 


promises that I had heard treated of from 
the pulpit, and found from them abundant |, 


matter for prayer. I now spent most of 


1 my time in the chamber, reading of the 


Bible, and, as I before said, in the closet 


in prayer. 
Now a sweet field seemed to be openin g 


to my soul, of the riches of God's most 


holy word, day by day. Many precious 


parts of scripture became matters of study 


with me at this time, that in Isaiah, xxviil. 
16. Therefore, thus $with the Lord God, 
behold, I lay in Zion for a foundation, a 

stone, a tried stone, a Precious corner stone, 
a sure foundation: he that believeth shall 
not make haste. From which scripture, 1 
often found my hopes encouraged, and 
Christ made precious to wy Soul ; another 
Scripture, that used to mind, was 
this, in Rom. ix. 33. As if is written, 
behold, I lay in Zion a stumbling stone and 
rock of ofa ence ; und whosoever belieceth on 
him shall not be ashamed. With that por- 
tion, in Isaiah, xlv. 17. But Lsrael slut 
be saved in the. Lord, with an everlasting 
sateation; ye shall not be ashamed, nor con- 


| founded, world without end. And some 


criptures in the Ist epistle of Peter, ii. 4. 7. 
to Whom coming, as 110 a living stone, 


disallowed | 
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disallomed indeed of men, but chosen of God, 
= and precious. And verse the 7th. Unto you 
1 therefore which believe, he is precious. * 44 
that scripture so engaged my mind, that 
T wrote a sermon on it, before any one knew 
that I had any particular exercise of 
14 mind, in the word of God, in Titus, ii. 
= 13, 14. Looking for that blessed hope, and 
_z= .. MI ous appearing of the great God, and 
1 dur Savi Christ ; — gave him- 
8 gel, for us, that he might redeem us from all 
it! iniquity, and purify unto himself a | peculiar 
people, zealous of good works. 
At this time, I used to compose hymns ; 
nearly to the amount of one hundred. 
And some time after this, I met with a 
| young man, named Christopher Bedford, 
whom the Lord was pleased to make spi- 
ritually acquainted - with me; and he was 
also a distant relation. 
In the following spring, I constantly 
went out in an evening, to the top of an 
high hill, where was a large deep dell; 
about a mile out of the village, just by a 
wood side; where I used to read a chap- 
ter, and go to prayer, when I was alone: 
which dell was my college, as you will 
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| hereafter be informed, where Lord 
trained me up for the ministry in part. 
This young man, as I have mentioned, 
aber a time, chose to take a walk Fong 
| * It 
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with me, and we used to converse about 
divine things, and found these seasons 
pleasant. The people of the place seeing 


us leave all the young people in an even- 
ing, and single ourselves out, began to 


form their ideas about us; and, in a little 
time, my friends let me know, that it was 
said, that we went out a sodomiting. This 


made me feel strange, indeed; but my 
conscience soon emboldened me, bearing 
sure testimony on my side, that I never 


had such a thought, if they had. How- 
ever, I never told my friend Bedford; and 
whether he ever heard, I knew not. My 
answer was, Any person was at liberty 
to follow us every evening, and see for 


themselves, if they pl :” and 80 they 
often did, until they were quite weary. 


The next thing they said was, We went 


a snaring: and I, one evening, going out 
by myself, was followed, to see if I came 
home with a hare. When I went into my 


dell, where I had many sweet hours wit 


my God, they thought they were quite 


sure I had set a snare there: but it was 


not me, it was the Lord that was the 
snarer. I was found on my knees, at 


prayer with my God; and was a little sur- 
prised, when J arose, to find a person pas- 


sing from the mouth of the dell; but 
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more, to find the 
to hear the gospel after this. 
I found this was soon made manifest 
and known: and when out in an evening 
would langh, and say, 
The Whatfieldtte was going to bawl 
However, this young 
man and 1 became intimate friends, and 


under some 


under the 
being 


mental 


but still esteem 
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afterwards, they 


9 


, wicked wretch go 


continued alt the time we abode in that 


place, and 80 remam unto this 


means of 


of God, were often the 

unto each other : he not 
able to read, F often was blessed in 
quoting seriptures, and giving some 
jeu, og on them, m our conversation to- 
er. We went to Newmill together, a 


- and, 


w times : but soon after this, there came 


a minister to the chapel at Berkhamsted, 


who was an exceeding sound and experi- 


ral way, and L. very frequently: 


r, and meeting very mach 
with our feelings, we sometimes went unto 
the chapel; my friend Bedford, in a 
and find- 
ing the word mach blessed unto my soul, 


gene- 


at length joined that people in Christian 
communion, and continued with them un- 


til, trom principle, I commenced baptist ; 
my independent brethren. 


After some time, one Mr. Childs was 


bent to preach at the chapel, 


and the 
"WOE 


other pastor removed. This man had his 
very soul, apparently, in the work, and 


was a very engaging preacher, owned and 
blessed unto most, in one way or the other, 


that attended his ministry, and abundantly 


unto my soul. 


At this time, I enjoyed sweet Sabbaths; 


and, for the most part, a comfortable walk 


with my God. 

About this time, I was one evening : at 
the house in Alderbury, where this minis- 
ter preached once a yen and, after 
some conversation, they locked the door; 
and I, suspecting their intention, said, 1 
must go home: but the answer was, ©* You 
must go to prayer before you go.“ This 
pb me in such a tremble, that I thought 

could not escape falling to the gound ; 
which I think I should, if I had not sat 
down in a chair. But I found I must en- 
gage; and never did I go in such a man- 
ner unto the throne of grace before or 
Since. I thought the house seemed to be 
running round, and the, chair I kneeled 
against, moving from me; and my heart 
beat in such a manner, that I could scarce 
speak plain; and what I did say, I am 


sure I know not. But after this, I became 


often engaged with some friend or other, 
and at | length, at * meetings, where 
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the minister was present. I was now 


blessed with privileges, and in them, and 


began to think it was sweet travelling in 
such a way; but I was soon turned into 
another path : for at this time, my father 
| had a large job of work, of one Squire 
Shepherd, living at Thouringion in Bucking- 
| hamshire, within four miles of Buckingham, 


and thirty from my home: and, at this 
time, my father took me to the business 


along with him unto this place; and 4 
trying eireumstance it was. e 


F was now forced to leave my minister, 


and all my Christian friends, and go thirty 
miles distance: but what was worse, I was 
going into a building, amongst the vainest 


set of men, oftentimes, as can be found on 
earth, and; such was most there; and this 
awful circumstance attending—I knew no 
Christian person, nor where to find such a 
character, in that part of the country: 


but I thought I should find some meeting, 
and so get acquainted with some serious 
people. But when I came there, I might 
as well have been in the deserts of Arabia; 
the people knew nothing of any meeting, 
nor was there any within some miles. As 


a proof of the people's surprising igno- 


rance, I give you this instance: — In the 


house * we lodged, one evening the | 
woman 


( 79 ) . 


woman of the house, about fourscore years 


of age, was laughing at me, because 1 


wanted to go home, and said, The peo- 
ple be the same here, I suppose, in shape 
and make, as they be there; for,“ said 
she, “one man, you know, made us all.” 


No,“ said my father, one God, you 


mean. Well, one God, if you will,“ 
said the woman; its all one thing I sup- 


pose. And this woman was as wise as 


ny one I ever met with there, in matters 
of religion. 24 4 

I was here confined amongst these peo- 
ple. Of a Sabbath day, the Squire would 


have all the workmen to appear at church, 


which I refusing' to do, became exposed to 
his ill will, and all the eontempt the workmen 
could cast upon me. My Sabbaths were 
now spent in groaning and crying; and 
week after week, in misery. About once 


a month I used to go home; and no one 
can tell what a mercy I thought it, to 


spend a Sabbath with my friends at the 


house of my God: But, being there in the 


winter, the weather become so bad, that 1 
was confined to this miserable place for 
above three months. But a worse misery 


than this followed; for my father, who 


was given to drinking, would be sometimes, 
for a week together, at a public house, 
ee n 
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which caused me to go after him; and 
was often enticed to stay with him for a 


day or two together. 
Being now out of the use of all means, 


and from every Christian friend, forced 
to hear all the public house talk, and 
almost mad that I could not get my father 
away; and knowing how much he would 
spend, if I left him by himself. In this 


situation, I found my mind so darkened, 
that I knew little better than the old 
woman did. As to prayer, I left it almost 


off; and such a deadness seized my soul, 


that I became almost as careless as any 


one amongst them ; and found a mind to 


join such company as theirs. I went to 
their dancings a few times, but always 
in my mind that filled 3 
me with a kind of dread, so that I was no- 
thing but a subject of misery in it all; nor 


found something 


did I meet with one moment's satisfac- 
tion in any of these things: and such was 


the state of my soul at this time, that 1 | 


had none in religion neither. 
Some time after this, m 7 father had a 
man from Tring down to this building, to 


work, as a journeyman, that was a dissen- 
ter, and lodged at this public house; he 


did me more mischief than the carnal 


ereatures J was then amongst: for he 


seemed 
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( 81 ) 
seemed so well satisfied in that house, and 
= with the company, that I began to think, 
i such a man as he, who had gone to hear 
che gospel so long, could be easy there: 
why should not 17 This shews what car- 


e meg are capable of doing. May 
make it a warning to as many such as 


read this aceount. 
One day, the publican d to me, when 
I was down at the house, What is that 
man that lodges here,” Oh,“ said I, 
with a laugh, he's one of the meeting 
sort.“ I had no sooner spoke, but I found 
my mind was like hell; and fell a stamp- 
ing in the yard, and erying Oh, what 
have I done? what have I done?” With 
this, I went away, determined in my mind 
to keep from that house for ever. But, 
Oh! the weakness of human efforts: it was 
but a little time before my father prevailed 
on me to go there and dine on a Lord's 
day with him, and some of the workmen ; 
and such a Sabbath it was as I shall never 
After dinner, a news-paper was 
brought and laid upon the table; 1 took it 
up, and the first thing I read, was of a man 
that had cut his throat; and immediately 
Satan (I believe) was permitted to enter 
. my mind, and for a whole year to 
keep FRG bers. 1 got up from ble. : 
table, 
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table, and went away into a meadow, some 


distance from the village, under a hedge, 


with a full intention to cut my throat: 


when I came to a certain spot of ground, 


under the hedge, that was a small dell, 1 
thought I would do it there; and entering 


the dell with. that design, I began to think 


of my dear friends in the church, aud also 
of my mother and relations at home; and 
I thought, surely if they felt what I did, 


they would never say another word against 
religion : and wondered what they would 


say, when they heard I had cut my throat. 
I then thought of De by, until I had 
seen them once more. W 

tion came mto my mind (no doubt from 

from the devil) You have apostatized 


hen this tempta- 


from God, and you had better kill your- 


self, and not live to be reflected on by all 


your friends.” My poor confused mind 


was so worked up, at this time, by the 

devil and sin, that I took a small knife out 
of my pocket, and was just going to obey 
the devil, when I thought 

body say, Go to prayer before you die; 
and, looking bak 

expecting to see some one just by; when | 
made a diligent search, and could find no 

person any where about, I was exceedingly | 

trighted ; and entered the dell again, and 
8 EE en 


heard some- 


with great confusion, 
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kneeling down, began to call on the Lord, 
and found liberty granted unto me in $0 


doing. When I was in prayer, there was 


something as if it would have torn m 

mind to pieces; but I was enabled to go 
on. When I had done prayer, I found 
no mind to cut my throat, but came out of 
the dell, saying, © Surely God is in this 
place, and I knew it not.” 
I went away to my lodgings, and soon 
went to bed; but there I could not lie 
with any more ease, than a person in deep 


despair. The temptation seemed to grow 


stronger and stronger; I thought the 


devil was by the bed side, and sometimes 
thought I felt him on the bed; and drops 


of sweat ran down my face, from the fear 
that I had, that he would be permitted to 

— A agnt; tf 
When I was at the building, I was soon 
taken notice of; they told my father that 
I was mad, and must soon be sent to 
Bedlam. If I saw a knife, it caused me 
such anguish, that I could not bear my- 
self, nor dare I make use of one for as 
much as a year, but used to gnaw my 

food: I threw my pocket knife into the 
Squire's river. About this time, my mother 
came there to see us, and finding me in 
such a low, dejected state of mind, W 


end my life, by jumpin 
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| ( 84 ) 
I was not well. But, in a few days, find- 
ing I was for no company, and ervin 


that I scarce ever spoke, she concluded, 
Was unhappy in being so long from home, 


and proposed to my father, that I should 
go home with her. This, at some times, 
would have given me a great deal of plea- 


. gure, but, at this time, afforded me none; 


for I had nothing prevailing on my mind 
and thoughts, night or day, but cutting 
my throat, or hanging or drowning mysell. 


One day, whilst my mother was "there, I 
was sent by my father to Buckingham, and 


great part of the way by a river, 
gu — a stand, I think, a Le times, to 
g into it; and with 
inconceivable dittculty it was that 1 re- 


turned 
I found my body weakening every day, 


from the continual distress of my mind. 
for I could get no sleep in the night, but 


only weep and sigh, and sweat and trem- 
ble, oftentimes, so as to shake the bed 


d under me. When I was about the build- 


mg, I was terrified almost out of my life, 


for the carpenters tools and the joiners lay 


about in different places, and as often as 


1 8aw them, I was tempted to kill myself 
with some of their edged tools. When 
| 1 the Scaffold to work, I was often | 


obliged 


4s) 


obliged to lie down at full length, and 
clench my hands fast to the poles, from 
the temptation I had to cast myself down; 
and oftentimes we were fifty feet from the 
groun | R;. do duo's 
From these things, I became almost 
useless in the business, and my father 
thought I might as well go home, for F 
was very little use there; and sometimes 
would refleet on me, for being such a poor 
helpless creature ; which used to try me 
often, and caused me to go away and cry 
in some retired place. I sometimes thought 
I would tell him what was the cause; but 
always found something to hinder me. 
When my mother went home, I was 
kept one week after her, on account of 
some particular business then in hand, in 
which my father could not do without me. 
But my being left behind, wus no grief to 
me at this time; for my mind was incapa- 
ble of being made happy with the thoughts 
of going home, or any where else; unless 
it had been where I could have lost 
the horrible temptation then on my soul. 
But, towards the time I was to set out 
home, I felt some hope, that an interview 
with my friends might be of some use 
When the morning came, in which 1 
set out on the journey, I walked * 
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end my life, by jumping 
turned 


about in 
_ I 8aw them, I was — to kill myself 


mounted the scaffold to work, I was often 


| "© ) 
I was not well. But, in a few days, find- 
ing I was for no company, and serving 
that I scarce ever spoke, she concluded, 


was unhappy in being so long from home, 
and proposed to my father, that I should 


go home with her. This, at some times, 


would have given me a great deal of plea- 


sure, but, at this time, afforded me none; 


for I had nothing prevailing on my mind 


and thoughts, night or day, but cutting 
my throat, or hanging or drowning myself. 
One day, whilst my mother was "there, I 


was sent by my father to Buckingham, and 


8 going great part of the way by a river, 


ade a athral, I think, a —— times, to 
into it; and with | 
inconceivable difficulty it was that. 1 re- 


again. 
found my body weakening every day, 
from the continual distress of my mind, 


for I could get no sleep in the might, but 


only weep and sigh, and sweat and trem- 
ble, oftentimes, so as to shake the bed 


under me. When I was about the build- 


mg, I was terrified almost out of my life, 
for the ca 8 tools and the joiners lay 
fferent places, and as often as 


with some of their edged tools. When 1 


obliged 
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obliged to lie down at full length, and 
clench my hands fast to the poles, from 
the temptation I had to cast myself down; 
and oftentimes we were fifty feet from the 
ground. 
From these things, 1 became almost 
useless in the business, and my father 
thought I might as well go honie, for F 
was very little use there; and sometimes 
would refleet on me, for being such a poor 
helpless creature; which used to try me 
often, and caused me to go away and cry 
in some retired place. I ne thought 
I would tell him what was the cause; but 
always found something to hinder me. 
When my mother went home, I was 
kept one week after her, on account of 
some particular business then in hand, in 
which my father could not do without me. 
But my being left behind, was no grief to 
me at this time; for my mind was incapa- 
ble of being made happy with the tholgltts 
of going home, or any where else; unless 


it had been where I could Have lost 


the horrible temptation then on my soul. 

But, towards the time I was to set out 

home, I felt some hope, that an interview 
with my triends be of some use 
unto my mind. . 
When the morning came, in v which 1 
set out on the Journey, ; walked e 
| We 
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five miles out of the thirty, I was so 
faint as to be obliged to sit down to rest, 
when I was tempted to think, I was fastened 


to the ground and could not get up, and that | 
Satan would fetch me from that place; 


when, on a sudden, I sprang from the 
ground, under the desperate exercise of 


my mind, with that force, as pitched me 
on my head, near a yard from the place 
where I sat. When I arose, I made all 
the haste I could in pursuing my journey; 
but was tempted to think I was going 
backwards, and that I should never get 


home; and there seemed to be such a mist 
over my eyes, and horrible gloom over 


every thing around me, that, whether my 
reader will believe it or not, I was obliged 


to stop, and pull my eyes open several 

times, to satisfy myself that I could see 
the trees. Often I thought it was the 
close of the evening, and that I must be 
out all night. —This was in the first part 


of my journey. 


When I got into Wadon-Chace, which I 


passed through in my way home, I was 
_ tempted to break up a stick, from amongst 
the underwood, twist it into a withe, and 


hang myself on one of the trees there: 
to which temptation my mind seemed in- 


clined to give way, but always was forced 
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to say, «] will o a little further first, 
and then 1 will do it.“ | 


I was now in the chace, a very gloomy 
place indeed, and so intricate, that few 


people that knew nothing of it, could pass 


through without being lost ; at the same 


time, I thought the ground was going 


backwards as I went forwards, and I get- 
ting none the nearer. Every thing looked 
80 dark around me, and so strange, that I 
did not know the very place I before was 


conversant with; nor did I entertain the 


least thought that I should ever get home. 0 
And Satan was all this while making a 


handle of this, and striving to work by it 


thus—“ You find you cannot get home, 
and you take every step towards it in vain, 
you had better kill yourself out of the 
way.” And 80 I thought, and fixed on a 
large oak tree, that stood just on the out- 
side of the chace, in my way home; if 1 
could reach so far, I purposed to hang my- 
self there. 1459 e 
After a time, I came into that riding 


(as was so called) which led me down to 


the oak; and no one can think how I 
trembled and sweat every step I took 
here: at length I came within sight of the 
tree, and soon came unto it. When 1 
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journey; and was much 
it was but ten o'clock in the forenoon, 


tried all the way 
through a village I had passed before, and 
what 


n 


came there, I found God had completely | 
outwitted the devil; for there was not a | 
bough that I could reach by a great deal, | 


on all that tree. I tried to climb up the 
body, but that was all in vain, it being 80 


exceeding large. After musing a time, I 
went on, came to a rising piece of 


ground, from whence I could see a wood 
within a mile of home : I wondered when 


I should reach that place, and was never | 
more distressed than now; thinking I could | 


see so near home, and was so far off from 


it, and, as I thought, very unlikely ever | 
to reach it. n 4 


When I got to a place, called Mursley, 1 
got some refreshment, and pursued my | 


when I t it was near evening. After 
I had walked about twenty miles, I was 80 


in my mind, that I seemed 
completely lost; and though I was passing 


knew very well, I could not satisfy my mind 
place it was, nor could I be satisfied 
that I was in the right way. I thought 1 


had the chaces till to pass through, and that 


I should hang myself there: nor could I 
of ground that I had one. 
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Y — of hell, raked, I think, from the 
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Is this entities state of mind, and with 
these temptations, I passed all my way 


home. 
When I came to my friends house, I did 


not seem in the least pleased; nor did the 


sight of my Christian friends seem that to 


me as it had done before. When I sat down 
in my friends house, I was all the while of 


a tremble and sweat; and seemed every 
moment as if I must take a knife out of 


the drawer, and go into the garden and 


cut my throat. = 
After I had been at home a few days, I 


found the temptation get stronger and 


stronger. On the Lord's day, I went to 
the chapel at Berkhamsted. 1 thought I 


loved the sight of the people; and when 


the minister came into the pulpit, I scemed 
as if I must have spoke, and asked him 
how he did. But, in a very little time, 1 
felt as if all the devils in hell were entered 

into me: I was obliged to stop my mouth 
with my pocket handkerchief, until I had 
almost choaked myself, to keep from 
Swearing and blaspheming against the 
Lord, and his word, amidst all the people. 


Nor can any one imagine what thoughts 


tilled my mind against the Lord, and about 
the Trinity ; I think I had the very mas- 
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09 
very bottom of the infernal pit, (if such 


was a just expression) but, as it is a bot- 


tomless pit, I suppose the devil fetched it as 
far as he could from God, to set me as far 
as he conld from him. The very thought, 


whenever it enters my mind, makes my 


blood run cold, without feeling it as I did 
then. I have often wished I could tell it 


to some kind experienced friend or other, 
but I think I never can, nor dare I write 
it here. I should like to know, if I could, 
if ever any one had such t 


| ts besides 
myself? but do not expect I ever shall. 


I have had much exercise of mind about 


writing it down, thinking sometime or 


other it might be a word in season, as I 
_ could write it from heart-feeling. But herc 
1 must look to my God for i | 
am wrong in not doing it; for I dare not, 


pardon, "i I 


1 cannot. AsT sat in the chapel, I wished 


for a knife, and wanted, I thought, to cut 
the minister's tongue out, and to cut his 
cheeks off from his face, and, at least, I 
thought I should like to kill him and 
quarter him. Oh, how did this terrify my 
mind and soul! being against a man I 80 
dearly loved, and for whom I had often 
thought I could have laid down my life: 
and miserable, beyond expression, did I re- 
turn from the chapel home. | 
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In the course of the n week, I 


was so tempted to make away with myself, 
that I went into the garden, 
bottoned my shirt-collar, to cut my throat: 

just as I 'was putting up the knife, that 
scripture came to my mind with power, 
Blessed is the man that endureth temptation, 


| . for when he is tried he shall receroe the crown 
= Afterwards I went into the barn, 
_ was just a going to hang myself, hav- 


"of life. 


tied a string over a beam on purpose; 
but thinking of the word of God, and won- 
—_— if there was any help for me there, 
revented by that scripture, 1 Cor. x. 
There hath no temptation taken you, but 
_ as is common to man, But God is 
l who will not suffer you to be 
= tempted above that you are able; but will, 
= with the t ation, also make a "way to es- 
"n_ that ye may be able to bear it. 
Being thus delivered in these tryin 
cases, I was spared to see another Sabbath. 
When the minister came in the morning 
to preach at Alderbury, 
meeting with my mind full of temptations, 
and as miserable as I could well be. He 
_ preached from 2 Corinthians, i. 3. The 


At this time the Lord 


permitted me to 
hear and feel; 


break 


and un- 


I went to the 


father of all mercies, and God of all comfort. 


1 telt my heart ready to 
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break with sorrow, that I had departed $0 


from my God; and saw my sin in that 
light, as made me a continual weeper for 
some time: and put me upon praying for 


mercy more than I had done for some time 


past, with some distant hopes, that 1 
Should- be favoured with forgiveness from 


my God. The dreadful temptations that 


my soul laboured under, notwithstanding 


the glimmerings- of mercy my dear God 
favoured me with, did daily grow stronger 


and stronger, until at length I was so re- 
_ duced in my bodily strength, as to be in- 
capable of going across the garden. 


At this time I expected I sbould soon 
die, and be left to the power of the enemy, 
and perish. I thought it was of no use to 


pray, though I could not omit it; for God 
had no designs of mercy respecting me. 
Thus passing night and day in misery, and 
almost absolute despair for some time, I at 
length arrived to an evening, in which I 


felt as great conflict of soul, from as _ 
site exercises of mind, as ever man did, I 


think. In the course of the day, the 
_ temptation to make away with myself was 
so strong, that drops of sweat was running 
don my face most part of the day. 
In the morning of the same day, my 
mother came into my room, and. finding 


me 
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room, and found the bed wet thro 


therefore, kept it to myself 


a day or two 


minutes, I thou 
me to pieces, 
as quite alarmed my relations. I thought 


4 throat; and often seemed as if something 
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me in a violent perspiration, said, She 
was sure I must have the doctor, or else 1 
should never get well.” When I was got 


up, my mother and aunt went into the 
ugh with 
sweat, and afterwards came to me to know 
how I felt, and where I was ill ; but my 


complaint was of that sort, and in that 


part, as was no use to "> tA 


In the course of the da Doctor Helaly, | 
of Berkhamsted, came, who had al at- 
tended me in illness from a child, said, 


1 „I must have help soon, or else he could 


do me no 


I said, I would _ i 
longer, and then see how | 

be.” When night came, I went to 
bed, and - after lying down about ten 
something was tearing 
| groaned in that manner 


I must have got out of the bed, and cut my 


was pulling me, and I, to make resistance, 
hung by the bed as fast as 1 sibly could. 


1 thought if I could keep in the bed, I 
could not do it, for I had no knife. 


At 
* I was tempted to pinch my throat, 
choak myself, which I found it very 


ads to kun; nor could I persuade my- CAS 


self. Ks 
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my bed, like one desperate, and 


TW) 


self, but Satan was all the while close by 


the bed side, and I dare not let go the 
bed, for fear he should take hold of me. 
Soon, I thought, I saw the pit of hell 
opened, and dreadful flashes of fire com- 
ing forth. This made me Jump * in 

fel on 
my knees before the Lord, and prayed for 
mercy and immediate help from his hand. 
When I was thus engaged, you cannot 
think what horrible feelings I had, think- 
ing the devil would take bold of me and 
bear me away as soon as I had done. But, 


concluding in prayer, I laid down, and be- 
gan to think over the promises of God 
sent to me at different times; and think- 


ing if ever any one trusted in a promise, 


and was left to perish ; when it suddenly 
came to my mind, How do you know 


you have any thing to do with the pro- 
mises?” When, notwithstanding all the 
dreadful trials of my soul, that time I have 
Stated, in which the Lord appeared unto 
me, coming from Newmill, as the Lord my 
righteousness, came sweetly to my mind, 


and gave me encouragement to pray, 


which I attempted lying in my bed; and, 
while engaged, that scripture came with 


power unto me, in Deuter. xxxiii. 25. 45 
thy days, so shall thy strength be. This 


* as 


TT TW) 
was a word in season indeed, and did my 


soul good. 


In the former part of this night; I was 
enabled to rise, and fall on my knees seven 


times before the Lord; and to my grief, 


remember unto this day, promising the 
Lord, that if he would deliver me out of 
that awful state, I would never distrust him 
any more. 'This was the effect, no doubt, 
of my ignorance; but my prayer the 


Lord was pleased mereifully to regard. 


After being much spent with these exer- 


_ cises, I fell into a doze; and opening my 


eyes, about the time the sun was rising, I 
felt much horror at the thoughts of a plea- 


sant day; thinking all the beauties of 


creation would only augment my wretched- 


ness, while I was in such a state. But fall- 


ing again into a doze, for about two hours, 
or rather more, I awoke, and looking up 
at the window, saw the sun shining very 
bright in upon me, and, with a deep sigh, 
[ said, “ Oh, that the Sun of Righteous- 
ness did but shine upon my soul, as the 
natural sun doth on my bed!” And feel- 
ing my mind going out in a way of prayer, 
I arose, and fell on my knees on the bed, 
and was blessing God that I had not 


opened my eyes in hell, and praying for 


deliverance, when the set time of my dear 
,, VVV Jesus's 
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Jesus's grace unto my worthless soul was 
fully come; that scripture, darting like a 


flash of lightening into my mind, in 


Malachi, iv. 2. But unto you that fear my 
name, shall the Sun of Righteousness arise 
_ with healing in his wings; and ye Shai’ go 
forth and grow up as calves of the stall. 


The temptation was rooted from my mind 


and soul in an instant: nor did God suffer 


me to feel it any more for many years, and 
then but slightly, compared with what 


had felt before this deliverance took place. 
At this time I was so happy, that 1 
found myself not able to bear the rays of 
mercy then shining in upon my soul, but 
fell flat on my face, and in that posture 
cried, It is too much, Lord! why to 
me? why to me?” And rising on my 
knees again, with my eyes wide open—41 


cireumstance my reader should pay atten- 


tion to here, in particular«T saw a light 
above the brightness of the sun, though 
the sun was then shining in upon me, 
through the window, very bright indeed; 
and the light I saw was much brighter than 


ever I have seen the sun at noon day. 
Amidst the light, I saw something most 
glorious, that attracted my notice tor as 
much as one minute: who or what it was. 


J do not pretend to say, but so it was, | 


IF | 
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do affirm; and could, with a safe con- 
science, if I lay on wy, death-bed, SAY the 


Same. - 
When I arose " Gra my knees, this serif 


ture came to my mind, in Isaiah, lv. 17. 
No weapon that is ſormed against thee, shall 


prosper; and every tongue that shall rise 
against thee in. judgment, thou shalt condemn. 


This is the heritage of the servants of tlie 
Lord, and their righteousness is of me, 8aith 


the Lord. And 's0. I found it true then, 


and ever since; - and trust I shall for | 


ever. 


me, and supposed I was better; and $0 I 


was, God knows: being saved from a most 
awful state of trial, and brought into a 


most glorious liberty, by the rich grace of 


my God alone. I now wanted no doctor, N 


the Physcian of Value had paid me a visit 


of mercy, and cured all my complaints, 5 


free of all expence. , 


I soon got stronger, and became able 
to go out to work again. When I returned 
to my father, I soon became a burthen ; for 
he wished me to go to the building as soon 


as 1 was up and dressed, which I could not 
K n N do: 
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I now dressed myself, 2 went down. 
Stairs with a shining and cheertnl face, so 
that my friends who were carnal, saw, in an 
instant, there was a manifest difference in 
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verses, in Luke, iv. 9. And he 


from Jerusulem, and set him on a pinnacle 
le tende and said unto him, 5 


1 
do: for at this time I had much to Say 
unto my God, and, blessed be his name 


1 felt my soul much with him. I cannot | 
say but it mortified me in my feelings, 


sometimes, and at other times I paid no 
attention unto it, to hear my father 8cold- | 


Ing, and the workmen laughing at me, for 


coming after them into the building in the 
morning; however, the Lord kept me at 
a distance from every one of them, in my 
mind, and mercifully enabled me to walk 
near unto him. 

I nowspent all my spare time in reading 


the Bible, and oing into some field to 


pray; and found none of their company 
suitable unto me, no not for one moment, 


and was glad to shun it. 


At this time I found many things ple 
sant unto me in the book of God, parti- 
cularly that scripture, and the former 


the Son God, cast th 7 Fon 


hence. did not now 1 that I 
should be tempted to make away with my- 
self, in any way or manner that I was; and 
| could, with 


akable pleasure, see my 
deliverance, from the glorious const of 
my dear * ET 

Alfter 


„ 
— 


. Mt ] .-“... 8 


He 0 400): 
After some time, there were a few jobs 
fell out nearer home, and I was sent to do 


them. After I came home in an evening, 
I used to 80 to. my dell, read * — 
r 


which purposes, I used 


and 2 
sit and 4 4 „ . el on a 24 about the middle 


of the dell; the print of my knees and 
feet being visible there, when I became pas- 


tor at Dunstable— the grass being worn 
away, and quite holes in the ground. 
These were happy seasons. Here I fre- 
quently met with my God, and found pre- 
cious truths from God s ward opened unto 
my mind; and was enabled to water them 
with prayer, on my little hillock in the 
dell. I now could enjoy the sight of my 
minister, hear him with pleasure, and at- 
tend prayer- meetings with comfort; and 


| found my meditation of the Lord to be 


sweet, and of e, nn sweet 
unto my soul. 


While I was thus favoured with being 


about home, the minister and friends had, un- 


kuown to me, talked together about getting 


me to speak, amongst a tew of them, from 


some passage in scripture, and then to send 
me to an academy, I had been praying, 
for some time before, in much earnestness, 
that God would make me useful unto his 
chureR,. in making Jesus's grace knoun; 
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but had no thought of such a thing, until 
the . before 1t was put to me. Being 


at prayer, I felt an impression on my mind, 
thine God would call me to * 1 and 


which 1 felt my mind much affected about 


in prayer. The same night, I dreamed, 1 


was going up the side of Alderbury hill, 


next to the town, when my friend Chris- 


t nw Bedford, 1 thought, came running 


er me; and I, perceiving him making 
his way towards me, Stopped: and when he 
came up to me, said, «You must go back 


with me.” For what?” said I; © To 
_ preach,” said he. 1 said, Where ?” he 


0 8 „In the church; for it is as full 


people as ever it can hold, and they un- 


derstand you are to preach unto them.“ 


O dear!” said IL. “ I cannot preach.” | 
«« But you must. „said he, „and go with 


me now.” © If I do then,” I said, “I will 


preach from John, iii. 3. Except a man be 


born again, he cannot see the kingdom of 
God: for I am sure, I said, „that scrip- 
ture was never opened in that church.“ 
<« Dt do so, he replied; “only let us 


because the people are waiting.” 
. I went with him, and enter- 
ing the church, I found it so full of people 
that I could scarce get in. At length | 


got to the fount, where they N in- 


fants, 


. being a suitable 
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fants, and got, I thought, up into it, and 


there preached from the before-mentioned 
words, When I awoke, I thought, Vieh 


much concern, about my dream. 

The next day, the same young man 
told me, one Mrs. Culverhouse wished to 
sce me; at whose house the minister of 
the chapel preached. Accordingly, I went, 
and the business was, for me to exercise 
my thoughts on some scripture, which 


they wished me to speak from, on the 


next Sabbath evening. This I much op- 
posed ; but, after a time, agreed to try 
fore a few, which I did, from these words, 
Chosen of God, and precious. 1 Peter, 11. 4. 
as for me, 
wished to talk 


as I had nothing that 


about, but a precious, crucified Jesus; and 


found a sweet degree of liberty in giving 
my thoughts on these words : but was ex- 
ceedingly perplexed in m mind after- 


wards, about what I had - and was 


atraid that I had been doing that, I had 
no authority from God for; I thought 1 


would never attempt to speak any where, 
nor at any time, unless it was from the 


earnest request of Christian friends, and 


their sincere desire. And to this purpose 


of mind, I stood steadfast, and have reason 
to ten for it unto this dax. . 
W KS - 1 thonght 
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I, thought all night, after I had spoken 
from the before-mentioned scripture, at 
times, that I should never be asked any 
more by any one friend; but the next 
day, I found I was mistaken here, for I 
was informed, by some of them, that they 
wished me to speak once a week; and, it 
1 could, on a Sabbath evening. After 
much entreaty, I agreed to speak on a Wed- 
nesday evening, and have none but Chris- 
tian friends present; which I did for a 
few weeks, and was prevailed on to speak 
on a Sabbath evening, at which meeting a 
few people more than our own, as we 
called them, were to be admitted. I spoke 
from these words, Mat think ye of Christ? 
And a great many people stood round the 
house, amongst the rest, some of my 
friends at home; and, when I went home, 
they looked very much confounded and 
ashamed, I suppose, of my obtaining the 
name of a presbyterian parson. - 
It was now spread all about the town, 
that Francis Heros preached, and the en- 
quiry was, © When doth he preach again? 
m and hear him.” This was the cry 
of 3 every one in the place. One of 
our friends told me, about the middle of 
the following week, that I must preach 
again on the Lord's day evening; mw 


C208} 
he said, “ he thought half the people in the 


place were enquiring of him, when I 


preached, and if I would not preach on 
the next Sabbath evening?“ and some of 
the inhabitants of the town came, and 


asked me very kindly, if I would ary 


on Lord's day next, in the evening? and, 
if I did, to let it be known. These solici- 
tations I knew not what to do with, but 


laid them before a man, who had been 


some years in a profession of the gospel, 


named Amos Lea (who is now, I trust, in 
glory). He said, I am sure you will be 


wrong, if you do not preach; and fixed 
the meeting at his own house, and the 
time, and spread it all about the town. 


When the Sabbath evening came, I went 


at the time to the house; and, to my sur- 
prise, found the house so full, that it was 
with much difficulty I got in: and num- 
bers of people stood round about the 
house, and in the yard. Besides, I was so 


crowded when I was engaged, that it was 


with much difficulty I got my handker- 
chief out of my pocket. I spoke from 


Matt. xi. 28. Come unto me, all ye that 
labour and are heavy laden, and I will give 


you rest. I was blessed with much sweet 


liberty, and sweet feelings too; and very 


great 
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great attention was given by every one at 
that time. 


The next Sabbath evening, I preached 


at the same village, in another friend's 


house, who had agreed with the other to 
have the meetings at their houses by 
turns; from this scripture, Rejoice ever- 
more. 1 Thes. v. 16. And the next Sab- 
bath evening at the other friend's house, 
from Luke, xi. 13. These subjects seemed 
to be owned and blessed of the Lord, and 
numbers crowded to hear the word. 
At this time I was sent for by my father, 
and he had carelessly informed 8 in the 
building, that I was at home preaching ; 
this intelligence he had unknown to me. 
When I came there, they began to his: 
about the parson, and talked of setting me 
up to give them a lecture; and asked Mr. 
Smith (the Squire's Steward) to borrow the 
_church-parson's gown for me. I told them 
I would give them a lecture without 
the gown. But when they found that 
did not mind them, they dropped this, And 
took another method. 


My father being gone home, and 0 
me in care of the work, with a journey- 
man from Buckingham, amidst these rebels; 
had I not been under the care and keep- 


ing 


& BY 


ing of my God, I should soon bare lost 
my life. I have often since thought of 
that scripture, in 1 Chronicles, xvi. 21, 22. 
He suffered no man to do them wrong ; yea, 
he reproveth kings for their sales, aging 


Touch not mane anointed, "and do my pro- 
phets no harm. 


One day I was going up a ladder: of 
fifty rounds, and some of them, when I 
was gone to breakfast, had drove a round 


out of the side of the ladder, near the top, 
and fixed it so as to appear firm; when 
I stepped on it, it immediately gave way, 
and I fell flat on the ladder, and clinging 
my legs round it, slid safe to the bottom. 
One of them, I heard say, Damn him, 


he is not hurt.” Another said, as if quite 


innocent, © What is the matter parson, 


have you tumbled down?” © No,” said 


another, Only his pulpit is broke.” To 
which I made no reply; but looking under 
the ladder, I saw a broad axe, fixed edge 


upwards, between two pieces of wood, just 


where I was most likely to fall. I asked 
the reason of that being there? and they 
said, it fell from the landing- place. But I 
knew that was a lie; for there were no tools 
up there, but mine and the journeyman's: 

however, I would never go up a ladder 


= again, until the labourer had been up and 
examined 
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examined it, round by round. But soon 
after this they found another way. 

Being at work in a 2 three stories 
high, where were all bare joists from top to 
bottom of each of the I had laid 


some long boards about the joists where 1 
was at work, to walk upon, and, while I 
was to dinner, they put some short 
bits of boards, so as to make traps, as they 
called them, and when I went into the 
room, stepping on one of these, dropped 
immediately n the Ae and hung 
by my arms: the labo close by, 
caught hold of me and — — me up, 
Tibet any injury _ done, more than 
a little rasing my s 
Thus God saved me, and sent this Scrip- 
ture to my mind, Rejoice not ageinst me, 
3 when 1 fall, I Mall rise. And in 
the afternoon, one of the men in the build- 
ing came into the room where I was, and 
stepped on a board, that let him between the 
joists up to his middle, and hurt him very 
much; when one cned out, % You have 
laid traps for something.“ Thus was that 
scripture made * with a witness, in 
Prov. xxvi. 27. JVhoso diggeth a pit, ala. 
fall therein ; and he that n @ stone, it 
ill return pon lim. * 
The | 


came down, and 


CC IO 
The next thing was, their loosing the 


cords of a scaffold, many feet from the 


ground; but this I discovered as soon as 
came up to the scaffold. Thus the wrath 


of man shall praise thee, the remainder of 
wrath shalt thou restrain. These circum- 
stances are as near as I can think to State 
them now, it _ long since. 

When my fortmght was up, my father 
retu home, glad 
enough to be gone; nor did I go but a 
few times more unto Wot place, bat worked 


nearer home. 


When 1 reterned- my friends got me to 


e again; when the before- men- 


tioned Lea, said, He thought it 
should not be hid so much, nor confined to 
that one village. So the next week he 
went to Gadsden and Hudnall; and when 
at Hudnatl, he got a house, and told the 
people there, and at Gadsden, that young 
Francis Hews would Teach there on next 
Sabbath evening. This I knew nothing 


of until he came Wi and the next day 


told me what he had done; and said, 
* You must a the appointed time, and 
I will go Keeortingty: I did, 


and presched Tits a great many people. 


When I had done, they pressed hard on 
me to come again, and 1 soon went * 


( 108 5 
On a Sabbath evening, when I was 
obliged to preach in the barn, for the 


number of people that were there; when I 
was preaching, a young man came into the 


barn, amidst all the people, and made 


his way up to me, with a large piece of 


| bacon, on a small piece of bread, in his 


hand; the bacon he had gnawed all 


round and drawn through his teeth, so that 
it hung in threads all round. This he 


brought on ' parpoge for me, he himself 


owned afterwards. When he got just be- 


fore me, he looked very wishfully in my 


face, and standing a few minutes, like one 


in a maze, the tears began to run plenti- | 
fully down his cheeks; and putting his 


bread and bacon into his pocket, -drew out 
his handkerchief, and had work enough to 
keep wiping his eyes, all the time I was 


preaching: and afterwards, became as fecl- 


ing and constant a hearer, as I ever saw. 


In this place I preached very often, for 


as much as a year and a half; sometimes 
there, and sometimes- at a village near, 


named Studham: one part of the day in 


one place, and the other part in the other. 
In both these places, God blessed the word 


to many * 1 fourteen, I remember to 


this moment in which 1 am writing ; one 


of whom I have no doubt is in the king- 
dom 
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dom of glory ; the other, living witnesses 
of my apostleship, For the Seal thereof 
are they in the Lord. 

At our meetings in these places, the 
Lord fr equently came amongst us, with his 
presence and power, as many can witness 
as well as I; and have told me since, 
they never were so happy, nor saw such 
days, as when I preached there. I was 
followed from. place to place, by a great 
many, young and old, let the weather 
be what it might; always crowded with 
hearers ; and scarce ever preached a ser— 
mon, but many appeared to be much 
affected 

1 remember preaching, one Sabbath day, 
in ns afternoon, at Hudnall, from 1 Tim. 
F® When I had done, an old man 

2 unto me, crying as if his heart would 
burst within him, and taking hold of my 
hand, I looked very wishful at his grey 

locks, and, bursting into tears, said, MN 
dear aged friend, are you come at last? 
„Ves, said he, “ I have staid away as 
long as I could, but God has brought me 
at the eleventh hour.” Blessed be his 
name !' o said I, © it is better late than 
never.” © Yes, 80 it is,” he said; “ and I 
Say, blessed be his name too! that ever he 
ent you to preach. this sermon, as I am 

- sure 


believe, there is for every one whom the 
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sure he did.” The man is a very honour- 
able member of my church; and has, evi- 
dently, walked in the way of truth ever 
since, I believe with much sweet enjoy- 
ment of God. e ne 

The people would be often saying, how 
plain it was, that I was sent of the Lord; 
and see that for me, which then I was 
much perplexed about; and laboured under 
much distress of mind, for some time 
about running before I was sent: though 
I never went, but as called in providence, 
nor indeed never needed, for plenty of 
work was found for me to do; and so, I 


Almighty sends in his name. My prayers 
and desires were, to be sent by the direc- 
tion of the Lord, in providence, unto 
pens where the gospel was never'preached. 
IJ never asked any one about 'preaching 
in any place, at any time, I can safely 
say; but was always asked to preach 
before I ever did attempt it; and can 
$hew how God directed me according to 
JJ iùʃ0h 
Ihe people in this place, I have men- 
tioned, were so urgent for me to preach in 
the course of the week unto them, as well 
as a Lords day, that I could not stand 
against it. I now found work enough in 
%%è pp ß following 
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following my business, and preaching two 


on three times on a Lord's and walk- 
| ing ten or fifteen miles often besides: some- 
times 1 preached, three times in the course 
of the week, and always twice. In all this, 
I knew not what it was to receive one 


for it; for the work itself, was Fecompence 
enoug ;h for me. 


At This time, the souls of many were fed, 


r with it, like the church of old. 
I was all this time very careful to obtain 
evidence, to satisfy my mind, that I was 


| Neeb and never desired to ohtain the 


them: and indeed, I kept quite from all 


another man's people, 
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tarthing as a recompence, nor did I wish 


and spiritual life appeared in a very con- 
spicuous light; , for my own part, I 
was oftentimes dak of love, or over- 


sent of God, to preach the everlasting 


tavour or esteem of any people that had a 
| pastor, With a view of preaching amongst 


such, on purpose that it should not be said 
any minister or people were rendered un- 
happy through my preaching ; nor had I 
| the least desire to preach, at this time, in 
any meeting-house, but in villages where 
there was no . 1 — we not 
t a given 
unto me of God, and 29 2 * — 
safely call my OWN, 1 1 — expect 85 
2 e 
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be my joy, and crown of rejoicing, in the 
day of Christ; and, blessed be my God! 
hundreds such have been given unto me. 
I was satisfied, if I went not amongst minis- 
ters, or their people, mY could not do 
any thing by way of introducing me, from 
what I said amongst any people. Nor 
have I ever went to a people in my life, 
statedly, to preach for any time, but under 
the immediate direction of divine provi- 
dence, as I shall make it plain to appear. 
At this time, I found no rising expecta- 
tion from any thing I could say, that the 
people would be blessed or wrought upon; 
but often wondered, they did not go away 
and not stand to hear me: and, 5 the 
Lord gave me to see that he did bless 
the word, I had the happiness to caution 
the people, to beware they did not look to 
me instead of him, with a heart-felt con- 
cern for his praise; and told them often, as 
many can witness, to be careful they did 
not rob the Lord of his glory, lest he 


Should hide his face from us. Ever since 


I have been in the ministry at Dunstable, 
my people well know the same spirit has 
discovered itself; and, if they are honest, 
must acknowledge, that I have steadfastly 


fought against human applause, and shewn 


my concern for the glory of my God, 


* 13 ) 
m.the preaching of his glorious gospel. I 


have thought much, in my mind, how un- 


like this was, to what I heard a man ay, 
after preaching a sermon, and alluding to 


a part of the subject afterwards, said, I 


thought, to be sure, the people must be 
quite startled, and certainly must feel from 
Such ideas as I delivered; and I thought 
if there was nothing said to cause feelin 

before, there was now, for I felt till ſ 
sweat. And, indeed, the whole of God's 

dealings with me, respecting the ministry, 


are quite unhke what I see now a-days 
practised by many. The awful charge of 


running before they are sent, will, I fear, 
be brought against three parts, out of four, 

of the ministers of the present day, by the 
Almighty God. 


Some there are, that ask to preach be- 


fore any one asks them, or even wish them 
$0 to do. Others are 
amongst some minister's 


way opened for them, for the want of « 
call in providence from the Lord. And 


some have no spirit to seek after souls 
scattered abroad, nor a mind to preach to 
a few souls where God may direct them; 
but strive, of their own accond, 851 push 
themselves before a large audi of peo- 
ple, some other jogrument way i ve been 
the 


— 4 to creep 
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means of collecting together, under the 
hand of God. Such have nothing in con- 
science, nor yet in providence from God, 
to support them; nor any motive to in- 
duce them to preach, but pride. Others 
boast of their being called, as they say, by 
the church they belong to, and by them 
sent out; and well they leave their going 

torth with the people, and do not pack it 
on the Lord; for some such I have known, 
that could say nothing more than this, to 
prove their call unto the ministry; and had 
not one single leading of providence to 
talk of. But this can never prove a man's 
call to that work to be of God, if this be 
all : neither 1s the best evidence of Chris- 
tianity in a man, or the brighest parts and 
greatest gifts, sufficient to prove his call; 
but the leadings of the Almighty, by 
grace, on his mind, and opening doors in 
_ providence, that appear plain to be of God, 
and not of man. 'This is what I shall now en- 
deavour to shew, and lay before my reader, 
in the dealings of Almighty God with me in 

this work, in his directions in providence. 


Temptations long my soul assail'd, 
And over me with power prevail'd, 
Till Jeſus did appear: : 
But when he shew'd his rays of grace, 
The serpent fled before his face, 
And hid his head with fear. 


( 8 


How great the pangs my soul then known, 
But gre reater grace was on me shown, 

hat did my soul release: 1 

Nor I, nor angel, ser can tell, {it 

When saved from the mouth of hell, = 
How glorious the grace! 


And after this, to send me forth, 
To 1 rhom: abroad his word of truth 5 
reater wonder still; | 

And while the same I did reveal, 
For him to seal it with his seal, | 
And pluck their souls from hell. 


Must plainly ſhew his hand in it, 

| While many to his word submit, 

) And loud for mercy pray; 

; And plainer still will truth attest, 
The souls to whom the word was blest, 

e Are still found in his way. 
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people, in the villages I have mentioned, I 


e 
received an invitation to go to Northall to 


1 5 ; a place I never was at, and which 


knew nothing of, about six miles from 


the place of my abode ; and, where a Cal- 


vinist preacher (so called) had not been 
known to preach for many years. I went 


with two or three of my friends, and 
preached to a people I never saw before, 
which I knew nothing of. I was crowded 
with hearers, and received a pressing invi- 


tation to come again; which I did a fort- 


night afterwards, and found the number 
of people increasing. I was persuaded to 
come once a fortnight, on a Sabbath even- 
ing, which I agreed to; and the number of 


people increased to that degree, that I was 


_ obliged to preach out of doors, standing 
on a table, in the yard belonging to the 
house of the friend who had invited ms, 


AFTER labouring some time with the 
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of people, who all seemed amazed to see 
me stand there for that purpose: being 


and dressed in a suit of white clothes; I 
appeared so much like a young boy, that 


young creature, I am afraid he can never 
go on before so many ;” and others said, 
J hope no one will come to interrupt 
him, nor offer to do any thing to such a 
oung lad.” But this I was not afraid of 


died in his cause, had it been to his glory. 
When I was preaching, there came some 
men from a publick house, that was very 


One of these men, I observed in particular, as 
he was making his way to me, who had on a 
drill frock, walked as if his pockets were 


f filled them both with the roughest and 
1 sharpest flints he could find, on purpose to 
4 throw at my head. When he came up to 


he 


and being surrounded with a vast number 
now but in the eighteenth year of my age, 


I heard many of the people say, Poor 


in the least; for young as I was, the Lord 
Jesus Christ was so precious to my soul, 
that T could have been willing to have 


near, sent by some there to abuse me. 


filled with something very heavy, and in- 
terrupted his walking by banging against 
his legs; and so there was, for he had 


the people, he fixed himself on the re- 
motest side of them, and just before me; 
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be kept his eyes on me, and I kept mine 
fixed on him. At length, he drew. a flint. 
from his pocket, and turning to some of 
his companions, laughed, and lifted, up his 
arm to throw (as be afterwards. owned in 
my hearing) at my head; a sentence was 
then going from my lips, that (he after- 
wards owned) came. with such power, as 
caused him to drop the stone: and. that 
 8cripture eame with such power into my 
mind, as kept me from being afraid of 
being hurt, in Matt. xxviii. 20. And lo, 
I am with you you always unto the end} of th 
world, Thus th rd covered my de 
fenceless head, when in open air, and 
strengthened my heart against the fear of 
man, which bringeth a snare. 

I éabserved the man as 1 went on, and 
saw the tears run down his face at a very 
great rate, and he trying to get his hand- 
kerchief out of his pocket, but could not 
for the stones; so that he was forced to 
stand looking at me, for he could not keep 
bis eyes off one minute, with the tears 
running, and he, with his hands, unloading 
His pockets, and dropping the flints to the 
2 when he had got rid of his 
„ and got his handkerchief out, he 
enoug * to do to ery, and wipe his 
eyes, all the time I was 3 and 


with 
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with the riddance of his hellish ammuni- 
tion, that was to have been spent against 


me, went his carnal hope o the moles and 
to the bats, (Isaiah, ii. 20.) for that time, 


and, I hope through mercy, for ever. 
When I had done, he was hanging 


about the pales in the yard, and crying in 
a most bitter manner; I said to a friend, 


„That man wishes to speak with me, I 


will go to him :” accordingly, I did, and he 


said, He could not have went away, if 


he had not spoke unto me.“ Taking me by 
the hand, and bursting _ into tears, 
he said, What a wicked man am II 1 
came here on purpose to kill you, but I 


hope you will forgive me.“ That,” I 
said, “ is done; may God forgive you, 


and give you to know it!” He said, he 
had one favour to ask of me; I said, 


** What is that?“ Why,” he said, “that 


you will pray for me, and tell me where 
you preach next Sunday.” I told him; 


and though it was four miles distance, he 
| was there; and after that, went ten miles 


to hear the word frequently. „ 
Preaching one Lord's day in this pla 


a farmer, from a place called [ommghoe 


Aston, being present, which place was not 


far distant, had his -passions touched very 


much by the word, ; (I believe _— 
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lost to think what had induced him to 
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more) and was with me, as Herod with 
John the baptist; he did many things, 
and heard him gladly. This man asked 
me to come the next Sabbath day, and 
preach in his barn, accordingly I went ; 
and when I came there, was much sur- 
prised at the astonishing ignorance of this 
man and his whole family; and was quite 


ask me to come there to preach. I asked 
tor a Bible, and he had but fifteen or 
twenty leaves of the word of God 1n 
his house, and he said, he never read that. 
A number of people got together about his 


barn, and, half an hour after ten, in the 
forenoon, I began the worship; when the 0 
people got round about the door-way, but [ 
not above five, or such a number, that 1 
dare to enter in; and many would stand 
behind the rest, and peep over their Wi 
Shoulders at me. I endeavoured to per- t] 
suade them to come into the barn, a1 
and told them, They might hear better, Wo; 
and that I should do them no harm ;” but th 
this was all vain: so I preached unto tr. 
them as they were; and gave notice, | With 
Should preach again in the afternoon, Ns 
when a great number of people, indeed, Bin 


were got into the barn, waiting to hear me, 
and gave very great attention unto the 


Ct) 


word the Lord. The old man wished me 


to give notice, that I should preach in his 
barn that day fortnight, which I did; but 

in the course of that time, the people had 
told him, “e was an old presbyterian ;” 

and this so vexed the old man, that when 

[ went at the appointed time, he did not 

care to speak much unto me; and told me, 
| could not preach in his barn, for it was 
tilled with corn, it being in the midst of 
harvest. I told him, there was plenty of 
room in his house; but he said, he should 
not have any preaching about his premises 
any more. I told him, he ought to have 
let me known, that I might uot have 


come. I informed him, there was as many, 
[ thought, as two hundred people come to- 
gether on purpose to hear. He said, 
Then if you do preach, you must go 
into a barn of mine, on the other side of 

the green, for this time, but you must not 
any more.“ Accordingly, the barn was 
opened, and the people made their way 
there; when they were settled, I went 
from the farm-house, over the green, to 


women, that was all the company I 4 
and all I knew, among all the people there. 

When we were going across the green, 
about twenty strong servant men followed 


this barn, with one man and two on 5 
nal, Ws 


Ss 9 


( 122 * 
us, and lifting up their arms above their 


Sh heads, called on me to look, when they 


When I had almost ended my sermon, 
they came 


said, they wished their arms might 
drop from their bodies into hell, if 
they let me go out of that place alive. 
The poor women with me were frightened 
almost into fits, and the man wished me to 
go back. TI said, © No; you may if you 
choose, but I dare not do that; nor am I 
in the least afraid.” I said, ce Y am sure 
_ God will appear for my safe Nor was 
I ever happier, in my mine in my life: 
that scripture was precious, indeed, unto 
my soul, in Nahum, i i. 7. The Lord is good, 
4 strong hold in the day of trouble, and he 
| knoweth them that trust in him. Thus, in 
the strength of the Lord, I went into the 
barn, and preached: from these words, 1 
have a message from God unto thee. 
When I was preaching, these men came 
to the barn door, and some of them soon 
pulled off their hats, when they bid the 
others do so likewise, but they refused: 
Then,“ said they, we will knock them 
off, and your heads with them;“ and im- 
mediately drew off, and went to fighting. 


in, and attempting to inter- 
rupt me; a farmer, I never saw before nor 
since, as 1 know of, went and stilled Wie 

ho: W en 
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When work was over, the people all 


went out of the barn, and these men, 
standing in two rows, through which they 
passed, waited for me. When all the peo- 
ple were gone out, I went between the 
rows of these men, with my three friends: 
as I passed along, I said, I wish you a 
good afternoon, gentlemen.” ** The like to 
you,” said some of them. Others of them 
said, Damn him, don't let him go; let's 
smother him in the ditch :;” which was 
| close to the farm yard, and a vast quan- 
_ tity of thin mud, newly farmed, lay there. 
„Take hold of him, said several, Damn 
you, said the rest, do it yourself.“ 
With this, they fell to fighting again, and 
were so engaged, until 1 got quite away. 
Thus, the good hand of my God delivered 
me from those wicked and blood-thirsty 
men, TOR of w3T 8 
After this, I preached for some time at 
Northall, and the word was attended by 


many people. Many from [o:nghoe- Aston, 9 


came there to hear; and, at this time my 
soul was so abundantly blessed with the 


presence of the adorable Jesus, that! 


found no higher delight or satisfaction to 
my mind, than to be preaching of him: 
nor was I afraid of any consequences that 
might arise, from introducing his name 
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into any place, in the preaching of his 
blessed word. 

One Monday, after I had preached at 
Northall on the Sabbath day, as I was re- 
turning home, I felt such sweet manifes- 
tations of the love of Christ unto my soul, 
that J was obliged to stop. I was now a 
little way from Edfesborough church, and 
close by a bank in the open field; here 1 
| kneeled down, and called on my best 
friend, with such liberty and delight, as I 
never had known before. I now felt a de- 
Sire to be preaching Jesus continually : 
and, I do believe, I could have preached 
as long as I could have found breath to 
poke a word. 

When I was going on my journey, I fre- 
quently looked round, as far as I could 
see, and wished the Lord would send me to 
all those places to preach Jesus; and so he 
did to most of them, after a time. I like- 
wise felt a sweet delight in the promises 
of my God, and had my mind made ex- 
ceeding strong. These verses were formed 
in my mind, as I passed along, without 
any exercise of study, and there they 
were kept until I got home, and then 1 
wrote them down. 12 
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Soldiers of Christ, press on, press on, 
For Christ, your king, the battle 's won; 
He calls you in his cause to fight : 
He arms you with his grace and might, 
Though Satan rage, you'll have your right, 
In endless day. . 4 


Fear not, through him, you'll win the prize, 
And maunt with triumph to the skies; 
Though hellish foes beset you round: 
Through Jesu's might you'll tread them down, 
And fly, ere long, to wear the crown, 

In endless day. "7 


And when the mighty battle 's fought, 
And Christ hath you to glory brought ; 
There in beauteous order class d: 
Conquering souls are ever bless d, 
To sing the riches of his grace, 
In endless day. 


I now made my way home, as happy as 


| 1 could bear to be, as I thought, from 
the powerful impressions, the peculiar visits 


of my Saviour's love had made on my 


mind: and the whole week was a blessed 


season, indeed, with my soul. When I 
went out on the following Sabbath to 
preach, blessed be my God! I did not go 
a warfare at my own charge ; but found I 
was engaged in that, in which I felt my- 
self deeply interested; and found my ac- 


taction. 


_ counts in the work of my God to my satis- 


M3 A uminiter 


„ 
A minister of the chapel came to preach 
at Alderbury, one Sabbath morning, that 


was newly come to the chapel, and had 
lately left the church of England; when 


one Matthew Nail, a deacon of the baptist 


church at Dunstable, came with a neigh- 
bour of his that attended there, having 
told her he would, some Sabbath day, go 
and hear her minister.—This man had not, 


before this time, been from his own church, 


on a Lord's day, for some years. When 


he came there, the minister we had, that 


was so much valued, was gone, and this 


man was come that Sabbath, for the first; 


but he was incapable of preaching, and 
made so poor a piece of work, that Mr. 
Nail was disposed to return home, and not 
$0 to the chapel, when a person told him 
I was to preach, that afternoon, at Hudnal!, 
which was nearer his home. Accordingly, 
he went. I preached from Prov. viii. 17, 
18. J love them that love me, and those 
that see me early shall find me : riches and 
honour are with me; yea, durable riches 
and righteousness. He met with an agree- 


able opportunity, and told his pastor, in 


the following week, he had heard a 
boy preach. The minister was so eager 
to hear me, that he sent for me to come 
and preach for him, the next Sabbath 
. 25 8 morning, 
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morning; I did, and after that, several 


times. By this minister I was baptised, 
and became a member of the church at 
Dunstable. 1 17 55 12 55 

I had now a pair of shoes on, I was 
afraid would drop from my feet; I had 
often prayed, that the Lord would make 
these shoes wear well, for I had no way to 


get more; and so they did, to astonishment. 


zut at this time, I thought they would not 

hang on much longer, nor, indeed, did the 
Lord mean they should; for a person, at 
this time, gave me money to buy more. 


This sent me home with comfort and ease 


of mind, that I could now go about to 
preach, and should have no need to stop 
often, to see if my shoes would carry me 
through the journey. The exercises of 


my mind about preaching in a pulpit, was, 


at this time, the same as I more powerfull 
telt when I went to preach at Veni; 


I need not state them here, as you will 
soon come to that circumstance. || 


On the Monday following, I was at work 
in a room; where was nothing but bare 
joists, and a few boards laid to stand upon; 
when a carpenter came into the room, and 
said, © So, damn you, you have been at 
Dunstable, a tub-thumping, have you??“ 
and searched all about his bench to = ” 
5 * 


no saw his intention to beat me through 


for it immediately. I now found I must 


mind easy, that if I only turned a ain, ti 
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his axe to kill me with ; but he cauld not 
find it. He then came and knocked me 
down; I returned no blow. He did the 
same again, and also the third time, 1 


the joists, if he could; and swore, all the 
time, he would kill me, if he was hanged 


Stand in my own defence; and found my 
| 


I could get away, and not with.a design of 
fighting, I should not be ; and I 
was obliged to do this immediately, for 
my life was at stake: the man — 
declared, he meant to kill me; so great 
Vas his enmity, he said, because | 
preached. When I was standing on the 
summer - piece, the farthest side of the 
room, I perceived he was making his way 
to me, in great wrath; I met him, and 
struck directly at him, and, I believe, the 
Lord directed my fist to his throat, as well 
as David's stone to Goliah's head. The 
moment he received the blow, he rai 
back, along the summer, quite to the win- 
dow, and looked as black in the face, as it 
he had been hanging, being hit on the 
windpipe; the liquor flew into his throat 
in that manner, he seemed, for some 


minutes, as 1 he must be chaaked ; whil 
"he 
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he stood guggling for breath, and staring 
like a stuck pig, having met with an unex- 

pected salute. I went unto the window 
and called my father, who came, and held 
the ladder fast, while I went down, and 
so got safe from that drunken malicious 
man. xs 


Newmill one Sabbath morning. his I 
did not know, at first, what to think of; 
1 had never before done any thing like 
building on another man's foundation, and 
1 thought I should not be so happy, as if 
I was preaching in some place, that might 
be considered spreading the gospel abroad. 
Another thing, I did not like the thoughts 


should be too much exalted, for the com- 


my own soul, and offending my God. At 


all peak to the people from the Lord's word, 
n- ss they must be destitute that morning if 
did not, if they would let me ting; at 
h the end of the communion table, instead 
oat of going into the palpit. Accordingly, I 


went; and asked one Mrs. Grover (a mem- 


pulpit 


Soon after this, I was asked to supply at 


of going up into a pulpit, I thought I 
fort of my own mind: nor did I know, to 
the satisfaction of my mind, whether I 
might not open a door to the grieving of 


length, I thought, I should not object to 


ber of that church) if I must go into the 
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his axe to kill me with; but he could not 
find it. He then came and knocked me 
down; I returned no blow. He did the 


same again, and also the third time, 1 


now saw his intention to beat me through 
the joists, if he could; and swore, all the 
time, he would kill me, if he was hanged 
for it immediately. I now found I must 
stand in my own defence; and found m 
mind easy, that if I only turned again, till 
I could get away, and not with a — 
fighting, I should not be wrong; and 1 
was obliged to do this immediately, for 
my life was at stake: — the man afterwards 
declared, he meant to kill me; so great 
was his enmity, he said, because | 


preached. When I was standing on the 


summer-piece, the farthest side of the 
room, I perceived he was making his way 

to me, in great wrath; I met — and 
Struck directly at him, and, I believe, the 
Lord directed my fist to his throat, as wel 
as David's stone to Goliah's head. The 
moment he received the blow, he ran 
back, along the summer, quite to the win- 
dow, and looked as black in the face, as if 
he had been hanging, being hit on the 
windpipe; the liquor flew into his throat 
in that manner, he seemed, for some 
minutes, as if he must be choaked; while 


gn of 


he | 


like a stuck pig, 


e 
he stood Sr ing for breath, and staring 
having met with an unex- 
pected salute. I went unto the window 
and called my father, who came, and held 


the ladder fast, while IJ went down, and 
so got safe from that drunken malicious 
man. 25 e e 


Soon after this, I was asked to sup ly at 


 Newmill one Sabbath morning. This 1 
did not know, at first, what to think of; 


I had never before done any thing like 
building on another man's foundation, and 


I thought I should not be so happy, as if 


I was preaching in some place, that might 
be considered spreading the gospel abroad. 
Another thing, I did not like the thoughts 
of going up into a pulpit, I thought I 


should be too much exalted, for the com- 
fort of my own mind: nor did I know, to 
the satisfaction of my mind, whether I 


might not open a door to the grieving of 
my own soul, and offending my God. At 
length, I thought, I should not object to 
speak to the people from the Lord's word, 
as they must be destitute that morning if 
did not, if they would let me tins ; 


of going into the pulpit. Accordingly, I 
went; and asked one Mrs. Grover (a mem- 


ber of that church) if I must go into the 
Cr ee per rp pulpit 


at 
the end of the communion table, instead 
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pulpit if I went; she said, Yes, to be 
sure; Where would you be?” © Why, 
at the end of the table,” I said. She said, 
their friends would not be happy in that ; 
to cast such a slight upon me, as that would 
bear the appearance of, She said, I 
must send an answer about going, that 
they might know what to do.” 1 agreed 
to go; but was tassed about, in my mind, 
all the time until Sabbath morning, about 
this going into the pulpit. I thought how 
strange F should look there in my dress; 
J thought black was the right colour for 
such a place: instead of that, I worn 2 
suit of white, a colour, in my present op!- | 
nion, much more proper to preach in, than | 
black; and had I seen then, as I de nov, | 
I should have had no trouble from that cu- Wh | 
cumstance. However, then I wisbed for 2 suit 
of black; but. was forced ta go and preach Wy : 
without, for that I could not get. I was BW ( 
also much perplexed with the tempta- 
tion, that Satan brought, into my mind 
(for I can view it as nothing else) to fear, 
that when I was got into the pulpit, | 
should be giddy, and tumble over amongst 
the people. ne at the appointed 
time, I went, and preached unta the people, 
and found the Lord was with me, and 
blessing of me with sweet liberty. 1 


After this, IJ had an invitation from the 
people at Littleworth, who were then des- 
titute of a pastor, to go and preach unto 
them for a few Sabbaths, which I did; 
and I found this was from the recommen- 
dation of Mr. Clemons, who was called 
from supplying these people, unto the peo- 
ple at Newmill. I here received pressing 
| invitations to make some engagements 
with them; but this I did not do; any far- 
ther than to supply them as often as I 
could, for some time. s ONE, 

About this time, I also received an invi- 
| tation from the people at Chineas, to preach 
- unto them for a few Sabbaths ; accord- 
1 ingly, I supplied each as much as I could; 
, and, in each place, the people cleaved 

unto me in much affection: The people 
| now bestirred themselves at Littleworth, 
and tried to engage me. The people at 
Chineas also wished to engage me there. 


a I now felt much work for prayer in this 
d case: and found my mind most going out 
ur, towards the people at Littleworth, though = 
1 i Chineas was far the most agreeable situa- 
zt tion. Here being a very good meeting- 
ed house, and ner; | congregation of people; 
le, the other being an interest newly begun, 


and no meeting-house built. But here the 
Lord directed me to labour for some time; 
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in the course of which, I saw much of the 


goodness of God, in providence and 


grace. 


I had now fifteen miles to go every 
week, to preach to these people; and vil- 


lages I went unto on the Sabbath evenings; 
one six miles further; and to return on 


the Monday. At this time, I received 
little more than what paid my expences for 


33 and attending my journeys, and 


was very bare of almost all clothing. 
I found my mind very much hurt about 
sleeping from home, my linen being so 
bad, that made me afraid any one should 
sleep with me. And I now yanted a 


dark coloured coat to preach in; for some 


people seemed hurt that I appeared in such 
a dress. I went, oftentimes, to a throne 


of grace on these accounts; and plainly 


told the Lord, I wanted a shirt to put on, 


when I went out from home to preach, that 


was whole; and a dark-coloured coat. 1 
likewise told him the exercises of my 
mind; and that I thought the people would 
give better attention unto the word, it 1 
1 e in dark clothes. And the Lord 
did not seem offended at my simplicity be- 

fore him, but sent a man, the next time 1 
went, unto me, with money in his hand to 
buy me a coat; and another, with enougl 
e 7 | _ to 


to buy me a shirt. Thus I found the Lord 
true to that promise he had taught and 
enabled my soul, many times, to Pn be- 
fore him, in Matt. vi. 33. But see ye first 
the kingdom of God, and his rigliteousness, 
and all these things shall be added unto you. 
After this, I found, unto my surprise 
oftentimes, that the Lord was appearing 
for me, in a way of providence; so that 
when I was brought to a strait, as I often 
was, and knew not what to do, I could go, 
in cheerful hope, -unto the throne of 
inercy ; and often found unexpected sup- 
plies from some I knew nothing of: 
indeed, I lived from hand to mouth; 
and am sure, I never knew 80 much hap- 
piness as I did at these seasons, when 1 
was relying on an arm of providence, day 
Wy day, and saw it put forth for my supply. 
The goodness of my God proved a very 

happy spring to my devotion, and was the 
means of enlarging my heart in 3 
the glorious gospel; in which work, in all 
parts, wherever I have preached, I found 
the apostle's words true; and carried 
about with'me a similar experience to that 
expressed in Acts, xx. 23. Save that the 
loly Ghost witnesseth in every city, saying, 
hat bonds and afflictions abide me. 
11 f ene 
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While with N people, I vent to 
each at a place called Hadnum, where 
God was pleased to grant us many a graci- 
ous visit; Fg blessed us with the stirrings of 
his mi hty power amongst us. Many were 
stirred up, also, to oppose the work of God 
in that piace; and, at one time, was de- 
termined to prevent me preaching. I was 
informed, that if 1 went at the time I had 
given notice of, that I might expect to 
meet with a considerable force, under the 
command of Belzehub, prince * hell, that 
was determined to oppose me. 
When the evening came, some friends 
wished me not to go; but God had clothed 
me with armour, and I was determined to 
make trial of it, notwithstanding all my 
friends could say. When I — the 
village, and was passing along the street, | 
saw about twenty men, whom I understood, 
were on the watch for me; nor did they 
watch in vain, for they saw me pass along the 
street, whom they were watching, and, 
blessed be God! without a single fear, had 
there been a thousand of them. When ! 
passed them, they all followed me down to 
tze house where I was to preach ; as 
when I came to the house, — were, I 
think, forty more, whom the others came 


| and Vined: some of the people they were 


| hindering 
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hindering from going in, but when I eame 
up to them, they made way for me, with- 
out a word. When I was refreshed, I went 
up _— as was _— "__ me, n= _ 
r prayer; when I was there, I 
— of the window; and found the 
number of my opponents was very mach 
increased, and their spirits seemed to be 
work ing up to a very awful pitch. I heard 
their plan of proceeding laid out amongst 
them, and my own name mentioned, with 
dreadful oaths, that they would kill me, 
and the man that lived in the house. I 
now found that I had nothing to look: for, 
but an immediate engagement; what 1 
heard, furnished me with matter for prayer, 
and, when L had done, I went dowu stairs, 
with less, I think, than the tliousandtb 
part of a grain of faith in my heart, and a 
ittle pocket Bible in my hand. Thus, 
armed for the fight, I entered upon wor- 
ship, and many, disposed to interrupt, soon 
came pushing in, but with much difficulty, 
for the house was as full as it could hold; 
they soon made their way to the dweller of 
that house, and blows quickly took place, 
which I stopped in prayer, and endea- 
voured to prevent. One of the rabble 
made his way to the furthest side of the 
house, amongst some women, and behav- 
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ing very base, one woman, a gracious per- 
son, and possessed of a very stout natural 
spirit, called for a candle, Which was soon 
given unto her, and putting it quite unto 
the man's face, he attempted to put his 


head back, when she followed it with the 


candle, until the man, from shame, being 
looked at by every one, and not being able 
to get out for the crowd, dropped, and 
crawled. away out of doors; the others 
were got out. But when I was preaching, 
I verily thought the number that was with- 
out, pelting of pieces of building stones at 
the house, would certainly have beat it in 
upon us while we were at worship.* _ 
Alfter service was over, it was with much 
difficulty, the people got out; and, when 
most of them were out, just as I was get- 
ting down from off the stool I stood to 
preach on, a large stone came through the 
window, and hit my arm with such force, 
that I verily thought, at first, had broke 
it, and which almost beat me down. It 
was with much difficulty I got off my 
coat, it was so swelled in an instant; but 
the next morning was quite well, without any 
application unto it, and free from the least 
soreness or stiffn es. 
Thus the Lord made the wrath of man t0 
praise him; for several admired to find my 
hs ee a > rao arm 
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arm so well the next morning. Psalm, 
Ixxvi. 10. and the remainder of wrath he 
nly did restrain; for the next time I 
went to that place to preach, the very 
worst of them all came in before any 
other person, and took a seat just by where 
I was to stand to preach. The man of the 
house said, What! are yon come to make 
another disturbance ?” © No,” said he, 
„nor nobody else sha n't, if it is in m 
power to prevent it;“ and there he kept 
his seat until I had done: and most of 
the rabble stood very still all the time, and 
some said, Von may all say what you 
will, but that man's a good „ 1 
Say, kev de h - . 
At another village where I preached, 1 
was interrupted by a man, that sat and re- 
phed to every sentence almost that I spoke, 
„That's a lie!“ I, at last, was forced to 
order him out. The man was of some con- 


8 siderable property; but was oſten, as then, 
| fall of Bap; but he was effectually cared 
or this sort of oport, | being hissed as he 
0 assed the streets, at's à he! that's a 
y ie!” And so far, ay evil of his doing, re- 
it vided upon his own head. 


After — three quarters of a year 


amongst these people, the pastor of the 
church at Duns table, who had been for 
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some time ill, became incapable of preacli- 
ing, and they gave me an invitation to re- 
turn home; as the people there could 
not, at that time, agree to build a place of 
Worship, which afterwards they did, some 
distance from there, and my friends being 
destitute at Dunstable; I, being a mem- 
ber of that church, and approved of in 
preaching by them, thought their voice 
was the call of God unto me, directing my 
steps where to go. So I obeyed their in- 
vitation, and came unto them as soon as 
my engagements were all up with the peo- 
ple at Littleworth. When I was, for the 
last time, to preach amongst the people 
there, I shall never forget my feelings, nor 
what I saw of theirs. I well knew that 
there were many there that loved me from 
their very hearts; and I am sure they 
lay near mine: for the remembrance of 
many of them is sweet unto me to this 
day; and, I believe, will as long as I live. 

When 1 had preached my farewell ser- 
mon, and was about to depart from 
amongst them, it was affecting indeed. 
Some hanging on one arm, and some on 
the other, with their lips quivering, like 
the lips of babes; and tears running down 
the faces of many men and women, as fast 


as they could trickle. Others hanging " 
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the pales, and looking as if they were 
fainting; and some, when 1 gave my 
hand to them, attempted to shake hands 
with me, when their hands dropped to 
their bodies, as if they had lost the use of 
them. Others, when attempting to wish 
me. farewell, burst into tears, and could 
not speak a word; while I felt as if some one 
was tearing and rending me a-part. And I 
have begged of the Lord, at times, eversince, 
that I might never be called from a peo- 
ple any more, in the midst of affection 
and love on both sides. But this tearing 
and rending a-part, was for you, O ye 
church of Christ at Dunstable ! and surely 
it demands the exercise of your strongest 
love, and greatest care, towards him, 
whom God took from a people loth to part 
with him, and that love him unto this | 
to give him unto you; and be concerned 
to live a life of prayer, that this gift of 
God unto you may be for good, unto his 
end; and that you may have to bless God 
for it, to all eternity. 


J. Inow entered upon stated labours amongst 

n the people at Dunstable, and can safely say, 
Ke without an eye unto filthy lucre: for at this 
n time their pastor lay in a deep decline, and 


soon died after I came. I could not be 
willing to take any part of his support, 


although f 
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although he wished it. The people were 
poor and could do but little for me, indeed, 
not enough to buy me bread, while their 
pastor was ill; nevertheless, I did not think 


as some ministers have said— that the first 
thing to be thought of amongst a people 
is, what they can raise for the minister's 
support. I believe such men were never 
sent of God, and their principal concern 
being about money, shews they are a near 
kin unto Judas, who loved the bag more 
than Jesus; and related unto Dæmas, who 
forsook Paul for age # » gain. But minis- 
ters of Jesus, sent God, need not be 
afraid of support, for God will ran as | 
shall hereafter make plain. 
What I at this time received, was s0 tri 
fling, that the deacon said, he was ashamed 
to offer it to me; but, trifling as it was, 
the Lord kept me from finding fault, or 
making complaint. When the minister was 
dead, I never enquired about what they 
could do, nor should not have known, if 
one of the deacon's had not told me: the 
Whole, however, was much less than what 
I might have had in two or three places, 
had that been my object : but, blessed be 
"6 God! it was not, nor is it to this day. 
I have had several ministers call at my 
5 Wers chat are 80 called, that have been 
| enquiring 
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enquiring after a people destitute of a 
pastor, or (in other words) looking out for 
a shop to offer their wares in; instead of 
waiting until God sent for them, and then 
going at his bidding, without asking any 
questions, for conscience sake. For when 
J have said, there was a people destitute in 
such a place; the answer was —do you 
know what they can raise? I said, no. 
Isha'n't like to go, unless they can raise 
fifty or sixty pounds a year, said they. 1 
thought, if I was a member of a church, 
| where-such a man came, I should rather 
give him something to keep away, than 
to be plagued with him. I found my con- 
cern of mind to be—how to do the best for 
the cause, and to give my accounts unto 
the Lord with joy. I found a sweet re- 
compence in the work itself, and a real 
happiness that God had sent me to serve 
* people, and given me a heart so 
In the course of the time I preached, 
before my settlement with the church, I 
lived at Alderbury, and came every week 
seven miles, all weathers, to serve them: 
in which time, I visited my dell, on the 
side of the hill, frequently; and found 
many sweet seasons of enjoyment with my 
God there, Afterwards, I took to my 
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have been led unto, I know not, bad | 


1 
room, for the purpose of searching the 
word of God; nor would I read — 
book, that I might be able to come to my 
people in the light of truth, and feed them 
with the bread of life: and not like some 
ministers, now a- days, in our Pony who 
have little to bring before souls, 
but a dish of dead men's brains, in a dish, 
decorated with the eve ns of error. 
I never left my room but on a Cn 
for some considerable time 

—.— 


in the evening, on a Saturday 

to take a up the hill. > "Ore 

ng been thinking about faith, — I was 

up the hill, this temptation came into 

my mind, to try the truth of that-scrip- 
ture, in a very un justiffable way, in Matt. 
xvii. 20. If ye aith,' as a grain of 
mustard seed, ye shall say unto this mo 8 
tain; Remove — to Pa ab. 
shall remove. When t to the = of 
the hill, I stretched oh * and, 

inting to the hill, said, gone into 
Jane blake Hut finding it did not 


me, I began to -scrapls the truth of 
God's word; and where my mind would 


been left unto its exercises then. But | 
began to think thus: Did I really believe 
when I spoke, that the hills would remove 


and 
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and, if I spoke to them again in like man- 
ner, could I really believe they would re- 
move? I thought I could not; 
fore made it up in my mind, not to say 


I found I could believe in that way; 
which never concerned me afterwards. 
One day, when I was in my room, I 
found my mind very much led out m me- 


some time, I took a pen, and began to 
write an hymn on heaven; while writing, 
I found myself, in a particular manner, 


thought, before my eyes: I was soon car- 
ried quite away, so as to be mcapable of 


back in the chair, and my eyes wide open, 
but seemingly fixed, with my pen in my 


came up stairs; after stirring about there 
moving my head, said, What do you 


leave its delightful object, and I began to 
| $tir. I found myself so happy, that 


least drowy; ther my n. cannot 


and there- 


any more unto the hills, of that sort, until 


ditation about beaven; after musing for 


engaged with a pleasing prospect, as I 


Stirring: hand or foot: my head was lolled 


| hand. While 3 in this posture, my mother 
for some time, she came to me, and, 


sit so forr” When my mind seemed to 


could 
only wish that she was the same, and 
wished I had not been disturbed. At this 


time, I was perfect can, and, not in the 
shift 


1 
1 

| 

; 
*. 
! 

| 
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Shift of my pleasant entertainment, with 
the idea of some defect in nature, as to 
her performing her proper functions at that 
time, and so leaving me to fancy. 
I éwas now frequently blessed with the 


sweet enjoyment of the Lord's favour, 


and delightful mayifestations of his love, 
in my 
very often, I * ow the Lord had placed 
me on the very borders of the land of Beulah, 
and within sight of the world of glory. 


Oftentimes, when I entered my room to 


go to rest, such delightful entertainments 
solaced my soul, as kept me awake most 
part of the night. I now, very frequently. 


wished for the time of my exit to come. 


and thought the weeks, days, hours, and 


even minutes, all long, that kept me from 


my adorable Jesus; and gladly could | 
have resigned my breath, at any time, 
without a wish to stay longer on any ac- 
count, excepting the church of God; and 
here, I must confess, I found m 
in a strait betwirt two, having a desire to 
depart; and to be with Christ; which is far 
better. But, being persuaded for me, to abide 

in the 
that time. Phil. i. 23, 24. And, I can 
safely say, from a clear and sound consci- 
ence, that so great was my care for the 


private walks with my God; and 


mind 
was more needful ſor the church at 


church 


=. i; 
church of God, gave unto me as my own, 
at that time, even at the first ; that I really 
was willing to stay from the kingdom of 
heaven, for a time, to serve the church. 
Notwithstanding, if I had died at that 
time, I should have met death with plea- 
sure, and have died without a fear of pos- 
sessing immortal glory. It any should 
say,“ I don't believe you could feel so, 
or any one else.“ I wish them to notice, 
in the verses I have just before referred 
to, the mind and state of Paul; which 
which was exactly the same as mine at 
this time. . TO EE 

1 soon found when I was engaged with 
the people at Dunstable, that God had 
dent me; and this was made plain to my 
mind, beyond a doubt : nor have I ever 
been doubtful of it unto this day, nor, do 1 
believe, I ever shall. I enjoyed sweet 
liberty in my work, and abundant feelings 


| in my soul, of a very desirable kind; and 
me Lord blessed the word abundantly, so 
0 that I seldom preached a sermon without 
: dome manitest evidence of its being blessed. 
o Nor have I ever preached many times 
{ Without seeing this, up to the present day, 


in which I write these lines. The church 
hegan to increase, and a pleasing appear- 
ance of things opened unto the people, 
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while the Almighty- Jesus was- pleased to 
make bare his arm amongst us. In a very 
little time I had many to look unto, that 


to this day, are living seals of my- minis- 


try, and witnesses of its being of, and 

After having preached some time suc- 
cessfully amongst the people, the 4 ap 
to me a settlement with them. "This I 


agreed unto, from a conviction that it was 


by the providential appointment of the 


_ everlasting God: but no one can think 
what exercises of mind I' felt, when this 
was done, and I, as they called it, ordained 


their pastor ; though I doubt not but I was, 


and should have been 80, as from God, had 

that ceremony never been attended unto 
at all. I felt my mind perplexed about 
the sheep of Jesus's fold; and when 1 WW « 
found the Redeemer had left them with me, 
for a season, in the wilderness, my great 
concern was to do rightly by them, know- ! 
ing that Christ would retaliate every injury . 
done unto his sheep, by any that dare to 
hurt them in all his holy mountain. The I * 
words of Solomon, in 2 Chron. i. 10. Grice ne 
me nom wisdom and knowledge, that I may g tt ”' 
out and come in before this people; 1 made A 
matter of prayer for a long time, and 


any 
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any thing contrary unto my desire or 
prayer, in any thing amongst the people, 
it hath always been a grief unto my soul, 
and put me upon repeating that request 
again and — unto the My de- 
sire was. to have heavenly skill; ' tinhtly-to 
divide the word amongst the people, to 
give unto every one their portion in due 
season, and to be able to feed the sheep 
and not the goats; and, in my ministry, 
rightly to distinguish betwixt the ious 
and the vile, and not jumble all together; 
nor ever be left to encourage the hypo- 
crite's hope, or the worldling's profession; 
nor err in laying the pleasant lines before 
the children of Fon, | - 

Soon after I was settled, there was one 
person, not a member of the church, but 
doing something for the cause, and liked to 
be thought something of note, told me, 
that must come immedliatehy and live at 
Dunstable. I said, I could get no house; 
then I must get a bit of one, the person 
said; looking very red and mad in the 
face, while speaking. I said, that would 
not do; for my wife was very far gone 
vith child, and to remove from a comfort- 
able home, in winter time, and be put to 
Shifts, in such a situation, would be very 
I detressing. But this person of conse- 
5 0 2 „ 


amongst strangers, and to leave the doctor 


and circumstances, that were sufficient to 


If I had known as much then as I do nov, 


me; for after all I could say, this was my i 
answer: If you do not come, until you! 
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quence Said, with an air, If you don't 


come, your settling with the people will be 
looked upon as a mancouvre.” 


This very 
much hurt my mind : for I well knew [ 
had no design of deceiving any one ; and 
it would have been well for that person, if 
there had been as much of a fair and 
honest spirit as I possessed. However, I 


said, I would come to Dunstable, as soon 


as my wife was released of her burthen, and 
was able to come : and I pleaded the un- 
happiness that must attend a woman“ 
mind, to be removed, at such a time, 


she had spoke to, and be obliged to fall 
into the hands of one she knew nothing of. 
These, I thought, were all-sufficient pleas 


justify me in not removing immediately ; 
nor did I think it was much like the spirit 
of the gospel in that person, to wish it. 


of such lordly dispositions, I should have 
paid no attention to what was said by such 
a person; unless to have levelled several ! 
parts of the word of God against such a 
spirit. There was, however, craft as well 


as ugliness in this person's conduct toward: 


wife 
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wife has been a-bed and up again, and 
capable of coming, you may stay away 
quite; for the people will care nothing 
about you, when you do come.” I thought 


this was strange encouragement for a 
fort; it made me almost ready to wish 
I had not settled with the people at that 
time. But this was a wish the conduct of 
the people had made no way for; for 
when I came to hear what they said, 1 
found they knew nothing of the matter; 
and that it was not their desire, nor did 
they wish me to have removed at all, if 1 
did not choose myself. But I, supposing 
the people to have been consultod by this 


5 person, thought I would not hurt their 


| winds, and so agreed to come to Dunstable, 
amidst every inconvenience. 


came, we were obliged to ſodg e at a friends 


o to it. 
e evening. -whila lodging at this 


my trend likewise. I now found work 


newly-settled minister, and but cold com- 


A little den was got for me, not half so 
good as some pig-sties; and when we 


house (a farmer) in Dinan, until this. 
aqua was put into a state of order for us. 


\ friend's house, I verily thought my wie 
was taken in labour, and, I believe, so did 


| for " mind; 1 thought bow n, 
03 this 
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Sa 
time, into another house, with a lying-in 
just at hand; and a rent to pay, that 


660 ) 
this would be, and, very probably, might 


cause some uncomfortableness afterwards : 


but it was not as it was expected to be. 
When we came to dwell in our little 

cot, we found it so wet and damp, as to 

render it dangerous unto our healths ; and 


were laid under the necessity of removing 
from it, as soon as an opportunity offered, 
which ere long did. LEE 


I now took a house at a large rent, 
which I was obliged, from circumstances, 


to do; and found my mind exceedingly 


perplexed about the state and condition | 


was now in. I had a few people, a little 


N * all the expence of removing to Dun. 
le, and then of removing, in a little 


would take what I had to support my 


Le for a quarter of a year. The 
_ dread 
was continually with me, night and day, 


of being unable to pay my way, 


and often prevented my taking that rest, 


which nature required ; and which I often 


made matter for prayer, as I lay in my 
bed. I endeavoured to shew a cheertu' 


_ countenance, though, at the same time, | 
had a sorrowful heart. „ 
At this time, my heart knew its own bit- 
terness, and a stranger could not intermeddic 


wth 
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with its joys; as I shall soon shew. Prov. 


cumstance many days, before the hand of 


my God was, in e tte put forth unto 
me for g 


with her mother, who lived with us, about 
what we must get for dinner; I expected 
I should soon be asked for money, and 
having no more, than what, I 1 
was quite necessary for me to keep a 
the time of my wife's lying- in, m 
tremble and sweat; and so I went up stairs, 


Lord. After I had been praying about 
a quarter of an hour, I heard somebody 


rap at the door; my wife not hearing, I 
came down stairs, and opened the door, 
7 and found there a boy, on a horse, with a 
c large basket of meat, enough to keep us 
: tor a week. He said, his master sent him 


, with that for me; and bid him make haste 
with it to my house, that I might have it 
by dinner time. I received this favour, 
and, with much difficulty, carried it into 


xiv. 10. I had not prayed in this cir- 


One forenoon, I heard my wife talking 


inst 
e me 


and cast myself on the floor before the 


the house; being struck with the goodness 
of God, with more than this mercy: for 
that sweet scripture, the Lord gave me 
along with the basket of meat, in Zach. 
xt. 9. They shall call on my name, and I 
RR //: 
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and they shall sau, The 


with me an ecverlasting covenant, ordered in 


was; and was highly delighted with living 
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will hear them : I will 75 It is my people; 


, The Lord is my Gd 1 
was enabled to view him m coyenant rela- 


tion unto my soul; and, with inexpressible 


satisfaction, I went up stairs, and fell be- 


fore him, to bless him for his twofold acts 


of kindness unto worthless me. 


At this time, I was aware, I should have 


frequent need to be often with the Lord, iu 


prayer; and found a desire in my mind, 


that the Lord would give me encourage- 


ment to eall upon him, and faith to trust 


him in every time of need: and my 
heavenly friend granted unto me that 


Leripture, which, unto this day, bas often 
. been Syeet dehght and Satisfaction unto 


my mind, in 2 Sam. xxiil 5. Although my 
house be not so with God,; yet he hath made 


all things, and sure, for this is all my satuu- 


tion, and all my desire. x 
I now found my mind made easy ; and 


thought, if it was not the will of the Lord 


to grant me more than what was necessary, 
from hand to month, if he would let me 
enjoy him, as my covenant God, and 


pry me at his feet, as his covenant child, 


should be blessed indeed. I was now 
directed to pray for faith more than I ever 


upon 
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upon providence, by faith and prayer, 
which, the Lord knows, I, for a long time, 


have. — 


meat was nearly gone, I felt my mind 
much going out unto the Lord, m prayer, 
that I might be favoured with some pro- 


unto me, in Psalm I. 15. And call upon me 
in the day of trouble, I will deliver thee, and 
thou shalt glorify me. n 
When our present Supply was 1 
went up stairs, and prayed unto the Lord. 
asked him to supply our wants, with 


hen I had done prayer, and was come 


give me some money, master, to get some- 


to be performed by a man who had got 


ever, I was quite easy about the matter; 
Lsaid, “ You must wait a little while, and 


a day as I ever saw) wondered, within my- 
self, which way my supply was to come, 


About the time the before- mentioned 


mises from his word, to direct me in prayer 
and faith ; and that scripture was granted 


gone, I 
either provision or money, and pleaded his 
romise of answering in time of trouble. 
down stairs; my wife said, You must 
thing for dinner.“ This was a hard task 
none, my reader must acknowledge. How- 
then I'll see about it.” I then made my 


way into the kitchen, and, looking at the 
rain through the window (for it was as wet 


for 
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for I was fully persuaded there would be 
something, in some way or other. I was 
now waiting to receive what my gracious 


benefactor might sce proper to send me. 


While I was standing in expectation of re- 


ceiving the Lord's tavour, somebody rap- 


ped at the door; I meien went to 
the door, in full expectation of xeceivi 

something, and had it not been so, 
should have been amaxingly disappointed 
indeed: but the God, I waited on, never 
leaves the expectation he raises in the 
hearts of his people to perish: 1 found at 


the door a lad, on borsehack, and, I think, 
wet to the skin, with a basket of meat. 


my lad.” He said, Yes; my master said 
1 should come, or else I want very wil- 
ling; I said, I'd come when the wet was 
a little over; but my master said, I Should 
set out directly.“ IJsmiled, and took the 
basket, and said, You axe just in right 
time, my lad: for I was at no loss to tell 
what made his master in such a hurry, nor 
what caused him to send the boy through 
the rain. This raised my faith and ex- 
peotation more in the Lord than ever. | 
now found it safe living by faith and prayer, 
dependant on the merciful providence of 4 
covenant God; and paved + that scripture 


true, 
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true, by blessed experience, in Isaiah, 
Ixv. 24. And it shall come to pass, that 
ro they call, I will ansver; and white 
they are yet speaking, I will hear. After 
this, the Lord did so appear in sending 
suitable supplies, that I had little use for 
money for some time; and, indeed, but 
little money to use; for the Lord would 
| not allow me one single penny for a long 
time, that Thad not immediate call for; but 
I had enough to provide firing and pay for 
bread, and get a few needtul things; 
and, thank the Lord! to pay my rent; 
_ had been such a burthen upon my 
me ab EY 
I now enjoyed a sweet intimacy with my 
Lord, ant Blend be his name such 4 
satisfaction in calling on him in every strait, 
that I carried almost every ego" attend- 
ing me, unto him, at a throne of grace. | 
I was at this time in very great need of 
a great coat, to go out to preaclr in; and 
being one day going out when the weather 
was exceeding cold; as I was passing 
along, I found my mind impressed with a 
desire to call upon the Lord; accordingly, 
did; and asked for a coat, or money to 
buy me one: before I came from Market 
Street, the place I went unto, a person 
aid, “ Vou should have put on your great 
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coat this cold weather.” I said, I must 
stay until I have one, before I wear it. 


A person of property standing by, and 


hearing this, as I passed along the street, 
put a guinea into my hand, and told me, 
to put it to what use I thought proper. I 
went to a shop directly and bought me clot] 
for a coat, and came trudging home with 


it; wondering, all the way, at my Saviour“ 


care of me, and feeling some sweet excr- 
cises of gratitude in my heart unto my 


God. But, when I had got this, I wanted 


his kind assistance to get it made : for this 
I ventured to pray; and, a person, I little 

thought of, gave me half-a-guinea. Thus 
I got my coat. —And several times, after 


this, the Lord sent me money at such times 


as I stood in real need of it: nor did he 
ever leave me without supplies: often when 
J have been at such a stand as not to know 
what to do, I have heard somebody rap at 
the door, and when I have opened it to 
them, have received a guinea, from such 
persons as I did not know knew any thing 
of me; and sometimes, from quarters I 
knew not where, but, I was well satisficd 
Whose hand was in it; and often found that 
_ scripture endearcd unto me, by these ta- 
vours of the Lord, in Isaiah, XXXIIi. 10. 


He Shall duell on high ; his place of defence 


«hall 
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Shall be the munitions of rocks; bread shall 
be given him; his waters shall be sure. 
Nor have I ever found a single promise to 
fail me, on which the Lord caused me to 
hope.“ ä | 


How great Jehovah's bounties are, 
To them that seek his face; 
Kindly he waits to answer prayer, 

With blessings of his grace. 


CHAP, VI. 

AFTER these things, providence called 
| me, in the following summer, to preach at 
a place called Stzudham; where I had, in 
former times, preached in a house: but 
the influence of two or three church par- 

i sons, and the effects of some of the more 
t topping people, hindered those well-dis- 
* posed persons, who had opened their 


houses for the preaching of the gospel, by 
threatening to turn them out; and, at that 
„ TAG time, 
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time, had given them notice to go out of 
their houses. I before had two houses to 
preach in at this place; one at one end of 
the common, and the other at the other 
end: it being a long scattering place, 

rendered it more convenient. But now, 

receiving an invitation, by one of the 
triends, "to come and preach on a Sabbath 
evening; I fixed the time, and went. When 
'I came there, I found the landlord had 
been with my friend, and informed him, 

that I should not preach in the house; it 
I did, he said, he would turn him out im- 
mediately, and out of his work also. |[ 
found a great number of people assembled 
together, who were very solicitous for my 
_ preaching; accordingly, I agreed to preach 
out of doors: but I was informed by some 
present, that they were very unhappy about 
me; tor there were a number of men at the 
publick house, that were designed on pur- 
pose to interrupt and abuse me. But thi: 
had very little effect on my mind, for | 
was well assured, God would protect me. 

I had fresh on my mind, at this time, a 
circumstance that had not long before 
taken place. Coming one Sabbath morn- 

ing, from Alderbury to Dunstable, (a little 
before I came to Dunstable to live) I met 
a man in a narrow lane, with a club 1 in * 
hand 
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hand. 1 his man, 1 afterwards found from 
one of his own companions, had been wait- 
ing about that spot, for my passing, from 
the time it was light in the morning. He 
thus accosted me, Damn you, do you 
know what our parson preached about last 
Sunday r” No, said I; © how should 1 
| WH know, when I was not there / —who is your 
: pars0n ? said IJ. Who?“ said the man, 
1 „why, Bingham; and a damn'd good one 
. he is too: he preached against you, said 
the man: and plainly shewed, that such 
men were the false prophets; and also, that 
the end of the world was just at hand; and 
als0, that he had two thousand pounds laid 
out upon him for learning, and, therefore, 
must be better able to teach the people, 
than such an ignorant fellow as you.” 1 
Sad, I thought the money was badly laid 
out; for, after all, he could not preach 
tive minutes, without every word being 
written down. He then made his way to- 
wards me, but I, being on horseback, rode 
by him; when I heard him say, he would 
be damm if he did not soon Stop my 
preaching, by night or by day. 
A fortnight after this, I was returning 
from Dunstable, after the afternoon service. 
to Alderbury, reach _ evening. 
* hen I came to 1 „ I rode into a 
| STE © > * x Fand. 
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pond, in that village, to wash my horse; 
just by was a publick house, and this same 
man was sitting at the publick house door; 


and the very next house unto the publick 
house, was the place where I preached. 
At this place I had a great many hearers ; 


and this man had been sitting for some 
time, I afterwards understood, swearing 


and damning about the number of people 


that were going to meeting, As soon as 


he saw me, he called unto me and said, 
he had been waiting for me a long time, 
and that he could not go out of the vil- 
lage without putting a stop to my preach- 
ing; and called aloud for damnation _ 


his soul, if he did not destroy me before 


the meeting was over. When I rode out 
of the pond, the tears ran a- pace from my 
eyes, on account of this man; it was im- 
pressed in an instant on my mind, that he 
had asked for what he would soon have; 
and I seemed quite sure, he would not be 
long before he was in hell. While I was 
engaged in preaching, the landlord and he 
fell out, and fought in the house; in a 
little time, the landlord beat him head- 


long down the cellar stairs; and, when 


the meeting was over, I was informed, this 


man was lying in the publick house, with 


his skull split, quite across his head, and in 
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2 little time, he died. Thus was the Lord's 
bow made quite naked. Habak. iii. 9. 

This was much on my mind, when I got 
upon a table, on Studham common, to 
preach : and fortified my mind against the 
tear of what man could do unto me. When 
I was preaching, the hell- inspired numbers 
came forth against me unto battle, upon 
Studham common ; and when they were 
come quite up to the people, standing 
around me to hear the Lord's word, their 
manner of proceeding put many to fear, 
and plainly indicated to me what was 
their design; when these words, while 1 
Stood preaching, came with much power 
into my mind, in Rom. viii. 31. / God 
be for us, who can be against us?” I ex- 
pected I should soon see the hand of God 
put forth for good, and so I did; tor some 
of them said, Let us hear him a little 
while,” which they did; and then some of 
them began to interrupt, and wished the 
others to do the same; when some, whom 


they expected to have been the worst, and 


whom they had stimulated with liquor tor 
that purpose, turned against them, and 
their contest grew very severe; at length. 
blows took place; and with words and 
blows they were *. while I attended 
0 my work, and preached my sermon out. 
P 3 5 When 


I 
When I had done, I mounted my horse, 
and rode home. As I passed by them, 
(stripped and a fighting) some of them told 
me, they were fighting for me : the two, 
then engaged, arms and one of them 
said, “ God bless you, Sir! I'll fight for 
you till I die.” Thus I left them, and rode 
home on my friend's horse, with this por- 
tion in my heart and mind, Rom. vin. 37. 
Nay, in all these things we are more than 
conquerors, through him that loved us.” 
That night I went to rest, with my soul 
as full of the consolations of the Lord, as 
it could hold. About twelve o'clock, my 
wife awoke me, and wished me to get up, 


it being a very dreadful tempest, which 1 
did; and found every flash of lightening, 


and clap of thunder, a very sweet enter- 
tainment unto my mind. I thought, with 
pleasure, on two lines, that, I doubt not, 


the Lord made sweet unto me at that time 


His light'nings flash, his thunders roll, 
How welcome to the faithful soul. 


For some time, I now enjoyed sweet en- 


tertainment from the presence of my Lord, 


which made me think something of a try- 
ing nature was approaching towards me; 
for I never have known a time yet, in 
EY; RI Lc which 
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which the Lord has favoured me with more 
than usual faith, or hope, or comtort, but 
he has soon put those graces unto the 


trial; and so I found it here. I was soon 


let to know I must leave my house, and at 
this time, I did not know where to get an- 
other. My wife now cast many reflections 
upon me, as if I could help any thing; but 
I, seeing she did not know how to trust God 
in that case, nor pity me, thought I would 
pay no attention unto what she said, but 
lay my case before the Lord. | 
After a time, there was one house fitting 
up in the town to be let; I got the promise of 
having the refusal of it. When the time 
came for me to give the man an answer, L 
was obliged to agree unto his terms, as there 
was no other house to be got; he, knowing 
that, would not let me the house under eight 
guineas a-year, though it was not worth 
more than four. I agreed to give this, 
and went home and told my wife; and 
She did nothing but trouble my mind. 
She said, we should be ruined, and the 
rent could never be paid, and we must go 
without food or clothing; and wished she 
had been a shoe-blacker's wife, instead of 
a minister's: and I thought, though I said 
nothing, it would have been as well, if that 
was al the encouragement I was to from 
from 
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_ her, in. time of trouble: as to want- 
ng food, I was quite easy about, and, | 
thought, if she wanted clothing, she must 
go and ask God for them, as I had for 
mine. I was concerned about the rent 
myself, but coneluded to make it matter of 
prayer, which the Lord enabled me to do. 
Some time after we had removed to this 

house, my wife miscarried, and her mother 
told me, she wanted some money, for several 
things were wanted; I said, I would give 
her some presently; and when I had 80 
said, I found my mind much perplexed, 
not knowing which way it was to come, 
as I had not a shilling in the world. I 
went up stairs, and made it matter of 
prayer; when I came down, my wites 
mother was coming towards me, I thought, 
for some money, which very much con- 
fused me; but, at that instant, somebody 
rapped at the door, I went, and found a 
person sent with some money, open in 1 the 
hand, to give me. 
Atſter this, I was put to very great straits, 
5 ko conld not tell what to do, for a little 
money, to supply my wife in what she 
wanted (she said) to keep house with. She 
often talked, so as to try my mind very 
much, about her miserable fortune in com- 


ing to Dunstable, and to lie at the mercy 
| of 
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of those poor people, in what they chose to 
give. I thought, if she knew from whence 
good part of her support came, as I did, 
and felt as I felt about it, she would have 
spoke different. However, her muttering 
often sent me to a throne of grace; and I 
can say, she was — for a long time, 
in great part, with 's answers unto my 
prayers. Upon that she lived, though she 
knew it not; and I often used to think, if 
she had nothing to supply her wants with, 
but what she so got, she would have been 
starved to death; for I never saw that she 
had any idea of living by prayer and pro- 
J.. 8 3 
One time being in great straits, and 
having prayed several times, I thought my 
case was more trying than usual, as I had 
received no answer unto my prayers. At 
length it came to the point—money I must 
have, or else go quite away; for it was 
due, and wanted, and must be paid; and 
complaint for it was made at home also. 
its. l went up stairs, and, with more than usual 
tlc earnestness, called upon the Lord, and 
W tated my circumstances unto him. When 
| had done, I came down stairs, and sat in 
a most confused manner; when a dear 
valuable man, a bright Christian, came to 
rey ee me, and, after talking a little 3 : 
„„ 2 Os 


said, he and a friend or two had been 


: T 8ay, on the Lord. 
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Said, „Have you no garden! bh 7 Said, 
„es. Let us take a walk in it, said 
he: and when we had got there, he put 
three guineas into my hand, which, he 


putting together for me: when he had 
given me this, he said, The Lord bless 
you !” and went his way. Thus I found 
the Lord's delay, was only to come with 
greater kindness; and brought that Serip- 
ture sweetly unto my mind, in Psalm, xxvii. 
14. Wait on the Lord, be of good . 
and he shall strengthen thine rt: 


At this time I was much he 29 in 

preaching, and with very great success; 
and in this work I frequently found very 
particular exercises of mind. I found | 
great need to be much with God i in prayer, | 
that pride might not arise; While I plainly 
saw, that almost 2 sermon I preached : 
I 


was owned and blessed of the Lord. I, tor 
the most part, was — with liberty in | 


ga comfortable manner; and, being onc | 
Sabbath day so blessed, in a very great de- t 
gree, I found a spirit rise in me, leading 
me to think very highly of my sermon; and 
I thought to be sure, the people must have 
heard very much to their satisfaction. But 
. 1 had seldom preaches before with- 


out 


6 
out finding the word much blessed, yet 
now I was left without any proof of its 
being owned of the Lord, or blessed by 
him to any one: and for this rising pride 
of mine, the Lord tried me in the following 
manner :—Fhe next Lord's day I found a 
very great difficulty in preaching, so that 
I could scarce tell how to keep on; I stood, 
and coloured and trembled, and wished I. 
was absent, or that there was a way I could 
make my escape from hetore the people. 
When I had done, I sat down in the pulpit, 
and hid my face; after concluding in prayer. 
I crept away into the vestry, hoping no one 
would be there to speak unto me, and tak- 
ing my hat, I was going home with this 
exercise of mind—that the Lord had left 
me, and I should be of no further use in 
| preaching. As I was going from the vestry, 
| a person met me, and came and took hold 
| of my hand, and thanked me for my $er- 
t mon; saying, under God, they had found 
it of great use. This I could not believe; 
and verily thought I must have said, 1 = 
think that's a lie.“ I felt my spirit re If 
within, and went away angry, thinking 
| that person had been sporting with my 
feelings; and thought, it was too bad for 
any one to attempt to wound, where God 
nad already wounded. But this, I found, 
„„ was 
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was the produce of my confused mind, and 
not the design of my well-meaning friend, 
to whom that sermon was really blessed. 

I thought, at the close of that Sabbath, 
1 would take care, against another, not to 
be so shackled in preaching. Accordingly, 
TI began on the Monday, to search for a 
text; and finding a passage, I thought, 
would do, I closely studied it all the week, 
When Saturday morning came, I thought 
I would call over, in my mind, the thoughts 
I had on that scripture, which I did, and 
concluded, in my mind, it would do for 
the whole day. This, my reader will ob- 
serve, was the work of a creature, in his 


own strength: but now observe the work 
of God. In the afternoon, I found a great 
many of my ideas were gone from my : 

mind; towards the evening, I had lost them 4 
all, and could see no more in that scrip- t 
ture than in a marble stone. At length, 5 
I lost the text itself; nor could I recollect 4 
a single word that was in it; nor yet what 


part of scripture it was in, what chapter, or 5 
what verse: nor do I think I should have / 

known it, at that time, if. I had read it. 
I went up stairs, and cast myself flat on 
the floor, and, with strong cries and teas, 
called on the Lord. However, the Lord 
saw good, that night to put me to bed 
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the dark, without any text or sermon. I 
lay and concluded, in my mind, that God 
had given me up, and would make no 
further use of me: had it been in > power 


to have died, I should; for I had no desire to 
live, if I was not of service unto Zion. I 
concluded, when it was morning, I would 
go away, for I knew the people would get 


me into the pulpit if they could find me; 
and, I seemed quite sure, the Lord would 


not suffer me to speak. I thought on the 
Monday, I would remove my tamily, and 


go quite out of the way: dropping into a 


Sleep. At length, I awoke, just as the sun 


was rising, and found my mind full of 


horror and such dreadful darkness, that I 


tried to think of some part of scripture, but 


could find none; nor even form an idea of 


what was in the word of God, any more 


than of a book I never saw. Rising up in 


my bed, with a full purpose to dress myself, 


and go away; in an instant, that word 
came into my mind, victory, and with such 
power and proof too, I scarce ever knew. 
The light that God sent with it, was ex- 
ceeding and abundant, so that I was almost 
incapable of supporting myselt under it. 
dressed myself, and went to my Bible; 


l tound the word, and was enabled to 


thank my God for it, and, with much con- 
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cern, to pray, that I might not lose that 
word, nor the light, I was blessed with, from 
it. I felt a soul-desire to go to the house 
of the Lord, wholly dependant upon him; 
and the Lord permitted me so to do. lle 
gave me such divine delight in meditating 
on that word, that I longed for the time 
to go to the house of God. When J went, 
1 preached from the word, victory, and the 
Lord blessed it to two sculs, who were 
soon afterwards received into the church. 
Thus God stripped me to clothe me; he 
emptied me to fill me; he made me a 
fool, that I might become wise, and win 
Souls. Prov. xi. 30. He that winncth Souls 
is WISE. | 
At this time, I kept up a lecture at 
Market Street, which was so well attended, 
that the meeting - house, oftentimes, could 


not contain the people: this was always 


the case while I had the lecture: and the 
good old man, who. kept the doors open, 
Was better attended. When I had got a 
good lecture, another minister was brought 
forth to take a part: and soon this circum- 
7 _ took place. The people asked which 
t I came; and then the meeting was 
full of people: but not so when the other 
preached: upon which account, some seemed 
angry, and. spoke exceeding cross to me; 
though 
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though! could not make tlie people go or stay 
away. I observed the other preacher never 
came near until I was blessed unto some, 
who joined my church; and then, as some 
of the people told me, they could plamly 
see, it was to pick up the fruits of my la- 14 
pour: very lately, I heard some of them 
say, when I had the lecture alone, the 11 
place flourished; but, when I vas inter- 4 
rupted, it soon decayed, and now 1s fallen 4 
almost to nothing. I knew another place, 
where I was blessed very much in preach- 
ing, to many souls; and some other mi. 
nister was introduced, after a time. 1 
'scarce ever preached, but the word was 
manifestly owned. The other preached, 
and no mich thing appeared. However, 
another minister drew away the souls, who 
are told by their own consciences, that 
they bes to have been in my church: 
they have since told me so; and declared, 
with tears in their eyes, they have never 
been so happy as when I preached amongst 
them : this was told me very lately. For 
my part, I never could push in where an- 
other man was labouring, though others 
have done so by me: but I have never 
seen them blessed in so doing, nor the 
people either; nor do 1 believe any one 
: over will. My friend Paul had the same 
| Q2 mind 
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Foundation. | 
I had a little school at this time, but 


h 
mind and spirit as myself, in this, expressed 
in Rom. xv. 20. Yea, so have I strived to 


preach the gospel, not where Christ was 


named, lest I should build upon another man's 


this I found very interrupting to my mind. 


I was led to pray for some time to the Lord, 


that he would put me into some way ot 
business, that I might attend to, and not 
tind hurt unto my mind in the ministry. 
I had a considerable insight into the usc 


of medicine, and with a natural capacity 


for this, the Lord sent me into the world : 


but I dare not enter upon this, until I had 


made it matter of prayer, and entreated the 
Lord to direct and bless me in it ; and this 


I was frequently with him for. Many 
scriptures opened unto my mind, in the 


conduct of Christ, and his apostles, in heal- 
ing diseases; and I was made to believe, 
that faith in the same name as Peter and 


John did good by to the body, would 


render me useful unto the bodies of my 
fellow creatures, as well as their souls, 
Acts, iv. Therefore I set about preparing 


some drugs, and soon entered upon prac- 
tice. My wife was much hurt about this, 
for some time; and told me, I was going 
to ruin her and myself too, in meddling 


with 
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with a thing I knew nothing about. Bur, 
I thought, I knew much better than she 


could tell me; and, considering she talked 


as one of the simple women, I thought, I 
should not regard what she said. My CON- 
cern was how to proceed; I wished to do 
much good, at as reasonable a rate, as | 
could; so as to get a little benefit by it, 


and help my fellow creatures. At the 


same time, I was enabled to to God 
for direction, whenever I —_ a medi- 
eine, and also to ask his blessing upon it; 

and ever since, unto this day, I have found 
my business to lead my mind much unto 
the Lord, and have enjoyed it as sanctified 


unto me, and have scen it to be so unto 


many, in a striking light, of my patients. 
Nor do II any more doubt, but God made 
me a doctor, than I doubt he made me a 


minister ; and I can prove it as plam, 


which I shall do: for many envy me in it, 
because God has made it a help unto me, 
and my Py despised church also. 
When I first began, every ease I took in 
hand I was ry in, and had every en- 


couragement to ersevere; but I knew not 
how, for want of money, to buy drugs; 1 


theteſdre went unto the Lord, and asked 


him, if my present proceedings were agree- 


able to him, to Provide some money for 
23 e 


16 
me, to get me some drugs; and if it was 
not, to let me know dit. 4 tew days after 


this, I went out from home, and calling 


upon a Christian friend, a man of property, 
he said, „So, I understand you have some 


notion of doctoring. 9 Ves, * said, 


„Well,“ said he, ce you seem likely to be 
useful too, and it is impressed on my mind, 
it is of God; ; you have a poor church, but 


you wish to serve it, I well know, and 
the Lord has appointed this, that you may 
be able to live and serve your people.“ He 
then said, You will find some difficulty 
attending you, for some time, I suppose. 

in getting drugs, but be not afraid. it is of 


God, and he will provide.” With that, he 


put four guineas into my hand, and Said, 
Be sure you buy drugs with that, and 
thank God tor it; for he led my mind to 
give it, before now called, and has sent:;you 
to receive it, 1 make no doubt, at a very 


proper time.” He moreover said, Wy 


shall help you as often as I think you 


really need help,” and so he did: and my 


faithful God always directed him so ex- 
actly, that it was as if he had been always 
with me, to know my affairs. Now let 
any one say, if they can, the hand of God 
was not in this undertaking, without tel- 
ling a lie. 1 laid out t this money in drugs, 


and 
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and the Lord quickly found me business to 
put them into use, which q did, and to 
good effect. 
At this time, I removed into the house 

I am now living in, and soon opened a 
shop. When some people saw the drugs, 
they said, they would stand there until 
they were all spoiled, before any one would 
dall upon me to use any of them. But 
they soon found themselves mistaken ; my 
business increased rapidly, and great SUC- 
cess attended me in it: so that some pro- 
fessors, who, I knew, were mad enough to 
sce me prosper (of a neighbouring church) 
and had said enough to let it be known ; 
they hoped it would do me no good ; but 
at length they said—they must own the 
Lord had made me very prosperous in my 
business: — they might have said, to bag 
grief and sad disappointment. 
One Aslin, a man, then a member of my 

| church, but soon after excluded, being 
| made very awkward towards me, I know, 
by the false and foolish cant of some; 
- amongst other things, told me, with a 


s V& vSneer, my business was a very wrong thing, 
t WW and it would never do me any good ; and 
d he supposed, he said (unto another person) 


he must take my drugs off, or else I must 
throw them into the street. But, yon will 
e : observe, 
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observe, reader, this man and some others. 


were only afraid of my not being kept 
_ wholly dependant upon the people, and 
thought they should not be able to confine 
my jaws, from speaking that which their 
consciences could not bear to hear; for 
this man kept shop on a Sabbath day, 
and a ſine fellow he was to fall so foul 
upon a poor minister of Jesus Christ, tor 
only doing a little that God had directed 
him unto, for the good of his family; and 
preaching more, at the same time, than any 
minister round about; while this creature 
was standing behind his counter, the fore- 
part of the Lord's day, and only at the 
house of God in the afternoon. But whit 
he said to me, the Lord has proved him a 
lar in, respectmg my business; for it has 
done me good and great good ; and there's 
enough to shew to him, that his judgment 
of me in that was not of God. As also, in 
saying I should be but a very little while 
at Dunstable, he meant, he hoped I should 
not be there long, to preach against shop- 
keeping on a Lord's day. But that is long 
since, and I am there still, and there like 
to be: thus he lied, and I had that scrip- 
ture made good unto me, Deut. xxxill 
29. And thine enemies shall be found liars i © 
unto thee, and thou Shall tread upon hi a 
high 
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high places. And I never knew any one 


speak against my business, that could 


assign any reason why they did, that was 


scriptural, or worth regarding, in what 
J 55 


A little time back, one Mr. Chew told 


me it was wrong, and a man that preached 
should have no business; and if I had 
none, I might come and see him oftner. 
But that would not pay my debts, nor keep 
my family, nor be of any service unto my 


mine told me, he had been endeavouring 


they could think that, to be sure they 
would not employ me: but let any one 
prove it so, if they can. This man soon 
after began to preach, and I heard him 
complain of so much worldly cumber; how- 
ut ever, want did not lead to more business. 


— 


® But soon after he had found fault of m 

e little needful business; amidst his abund- 
a ance of business; he was one day at my 
p- house, and enquired after some people that 
ng worked straw, to get to Leighton, for he had 
ke il * mind to try what he could do at that—a 
ip- business more cumbersome than all his 
inn. other. This, I thought, was very contrary 


* 
ugh 5 my - 


church, I well knew. Some friends of 


to make them think it was wrong; and if 


is to his advice to me, and I told him so; 
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of no weight on my mind; nor indeed, 
would all the sayings in the world, becaus: 
I knew it to be of God. 
When I had got my shop, it, for some 
time, kept me very short of money, to get 
that furnished; and, at this time, my wife 
lying-in, and was obliged to have tvo 
octors, whom I paid three guineas and a 
half to. This provided work for me in 
prayer, and they being answered. Persons, 
at this time, I little ex ected favour from, 
gave me a guinea ; r received a gui- 
nea in a letter at this time, with, Sir, I 
have sent you this. My business also was 
of use in this eircumstance, for J was en- 
ect under God, to set up my wife: and 
the medicine I gave her, would have come 
to a ten pound bill, had a doctor at- 
tended her. By this means, I escaped that 
circumgstance,; .and, after a long expensive 
season, through the. merey of my God, was 
free from insolvency. Thus goodness and 
Gol ſollowed me, to the glory of my 
an 


 Jehovab's CONT IN love, 
Demands a grateful song; 
| Unchangeable 3 it moves 
Eternity along 
Stands like the Lord, for ever sure, 55 
And will, when time hall be no more. 
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C HAP. VII. 


HAaviNG been blessed with such an 
experience of the Almighty's goodness, 
both in providence and grace, I found very 
reat satisfaction in reading the accounts 
fallin Huntington gives, in his Bank of © 
Faith, which about this time, fell into my 
hands. And since I have heard that bles- 
sed man of God preach, one sermon in par- 
ticular, at Monſwell- street chapel, the best 
unto my soul I ever heard, since I have 
been in the ministry: nor can I say, each 
time that I have heard that dear man, but 

| have had abundant reason to bless the 
Lord for the opportunity. I do not speak 
this, because 4 am acquainted with the 
man, to gain his caresses ; for that I wish 
| for from no man: nor was I ever in his 
company in my life; but I am well satis- 
tied he is sent of God, and, in his writings, 
a real blessing unto my soul. I know of 
no books, excepting the Bible, so much to 


AP. 
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me as some of his are. I have heard his 
Bank of Faith much despised, and his 
Kingdom of Heaven, taken by Prayer, like- 
wise, by some professing religion; but 
they have been always such people as I 
was well satisfied, had little or none of the 
power of God's truths in their hearts ; and 
what has been said, has always made the 
man and his books more valuable in my 
esteem. I have often vindicated his cause, 
although I never spoke to him in my life; 
and that I was obliged to do from my ow n 
experience, which teaches me to acknow- 
ledge and love the man, as sent of God ; 

and that I wish to do, until I have scrip- 
tural reason for the reverse. I believe his 
works have been of very great service to 
several of my people; and even babes in 
Jesus can see the divine stamp upon them. 
I had not been long in the house where 
TI now live, before one Mrs. J. and her 
maid Hannah Amos, and a Mr. Q. shop— 
keepers of Dunstable, all fell upon me, with 
all the force they could muster together, 
tor not falling in with a sermon preached 


at Dunstable "Houghton, by Andrew Fuller ; 


which, they could not say, had either Jesus 
Christ, or the divine Spirit in it, nor even 


mentioned. I heard the sermon, and was 


determined to think tor Yves, let them 
all 


5 
. 
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all say what they might; 5 and in the tame 
mine J still remain. 


; They did 3nsist, he came with-Christ's embazage, 
I said—IF so, he lost it on his passage; | 
And forg'd another, whilst upon the road, 

That so we might esteem him sent of God, 


However, Hannah Amos, who was a 


member of my church, was $0 tutored, 


that 1 could not preach right afterwards ; 
and the effect that tuition had, was to make 
her, for a long time, as disorderly a mem- 
ber of a church as I ever saw; totally neg- 


lecting the table of the Lord, and, at 
length, going off to the Armnuan's cell, 
is now 8mothered in the sand bank, and 


gone to make lies her refuge, and under 


falsehood to hide herself. Isaiab, xxvini. 15. 
Her mistress is a crafty foe against me, and 


has long been so; but such foes I need 


not fear, for God has said, Deut. xxx1u. 
29. Thine enemies shall be found liars unto 


thee. Both Mrs. JV, and her maid Hannak 
must know, they are known to live in the 
constant practice of whispering and back- 
biting. Perhaps same will say, © Take 


care what you say against the children of 
God.” I answer, I am not afraid of speak- 


ing against persons I find ranked in God's 


9 amongst those that are e wir 
| = 1 


all ; 
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all unrighteousness, fornication, wickedness, 
covetousness, maliciousness; ſull of ency, 
murder, debate, deceit, malignity ; whisperers, 
 backbiters, haters of God ; despiteful, 4 


 boasters, incentors of evil things, disobedicnt 
_ to parents, without understanding, covenant- 
breakers, without natural affection, impla- 
cable, unmerciful. Rom. i. 29, 30, 31. And 
with those, whisperers and backbiters are 
placed, and in their end must share, unless 
saved from such practice. Ve knowing 
the judgment of God, that they which com- 
mit such things are worthy of death; and 
will be placed amongst those that not only 
do the same, but have pleasure in them that 
do them. Rom. i. 32. It is truce, these 
persons, like all such, have tongues 
smoother than butter; nevertheless, they 
are drawn swords. These are tongues de- 
vising mischief, Psalm, In. 2. Thy tongue 
deviseth mischiefs ; like a $harp razor work- 
ing deceitfully. It is called the tongue of 
the crafty, * xv. 5. For thy mouth ut- 
terethi thine inquity, and thou choosest the 
tongue of the crafty. It is also the tongue 
of a flatterer, Psalm, v. 9. For there is no 
Faithfulness in their mouth, they flatter with 
their tongue. First and last of the verse, 
it is said to be a lying tongue, a false 
tongue, Psalm, cix. 2. They have spoken 
"MR 0 . „ 
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against me with @ lying tongue. Psalm, 
xx. 3. Vat shall be done unto thee, thou 
false tongue? Shall such go to heaven? 
No: they shall be pierced with s, 
arrows of the mighty, heated in coals of 
Jumper. Psalm, Ixx. 4. In Psalm, xv. 
David describes who shall dwell on high; 
and these are of the number, He that 
fene the truth in his heart; he that 
 backbiteth not with his tongue, nor doeth 
evil to his neighbour, nor taketh up a re- 

proach against his neighbour. „ 

After I had been in this house a time, 
a minister called on me, who was to preach 
on the morrow, and I also, at a publick 
meeting. He asked me my subject, and I 
had hard work to tell him; for God had made 
me pray much for a text, and had not, as 
yet, given me a comfortable answer. I 
said, I thought of speaking from Heb. x. 
39. He said, he had a plan in his mind, 
he thought might do, if I could fall in 
with it. He had a book at home that had 
such a sermon in it, and if I could take 
the verse before the text that was wrote 
from, he would peruse that over, and fol- 
low me with the next verse. However, he 
said, there was another sermon that would 
do, to follow my text I had mentioned; he 
would look that over also, and then he 
TY Rs Ad = 


should be ready to follow me in either. 
This had such an effect on my mind, that, 
I think, I shall never forget it. I have 
often pitied that minister, in my mind, and 
his people also. I saw this was trusting to 
an arm of flesh; and I could not help bless- 


ing God, for the difficulty I had found in 


getting a subject, which had caused me to 
pray; and then I prayed, that the Lord 
would never suffer me to preach any more, 
if he did not supply me himself, and keep 
me dependant on him, and deliver me 
from such a resource; which, blessed be 
his name! he has done thus far. He often 
sends me to his bank in the course of a 
week, but frequently will let me draw no- 
thing until Sabbath morning. I have never 
been disappointed, when he has so tried 
me; but often have found it best for me, 
and the church also, when he has sent me 
with treasure fresh from the mint. But if 
a people knew what a minister feels, when 
God is making him wait as wholly depend- 
ant on him, for matter and manner. It 
they have real grace, they would not fail 
to pray much unto the Lord for him. 
Paul Says, Brethren, pray for us. 2 Thes. 
1,” - 
My mind was 5 mack tried by the conduct 
of one Rev. Mr, P. who broke ol, : 
old, 
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fold, where the Lord made me undershep- 
herd, to steal some sheep; for which pur- 
pose, he brought three with him; one, I 

elieve, a serious man, a Mr. C. of Luton; 
the other, a Mr. MH. of Luton, whose con- 
duct was that of foolish laughing; and that 
in a most ridiculous manner, talked of b 
many to this day. As to the other, God 
knows who or what he was; my friends, 
in general, thought he was drunk, aud, in- 
deed, his face and conduct shewed more 
of that than grace, by a great deal. 

I had, some time before, preached against 
the covetousness of farmers, who were get- 
ting up corn $0 high, as to distress many 
families; and glorying in their wickedness, 
in so doing. I said, I thought there had 
been many a man hanged at 7yburn, that, 
in point of roguishness, no more deserved 

it, than some farmers; and so I think still. 
Mr. P. it seemed, had, that day he came 
with his friends, been amongst my friends 
to furnish himself with ail he could, to 
make mischief. This he had got; and in 
the meeting, pointing at the pulpit, said 
when you get up there, you say so and so; 
namely, what I have said just before; and 
that, in a way, to have set every one against 
me, if he could. I think, this man should 
have tried to have set a young minister 
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right, f he saw him wrong, and not to 
have gloried in wounding him. But the 
shield of the Lord defended me: nor has 
my conscience once smote me for what I 
Said: and, I believe, if he had done as he 
should, he would have preached against 
such covetousness as well as I, and encou- 
raged me in it. In scripture, it is said, 
_ to be the thorn that choaks the gospel, Mark, 
iv. 7; and they that possess it, ars the friends 


| of the world, and so enemies of God, James, 


iv. 4. They ate called grimdders of the poor, 
Isaiahi, iii. 14, 15. The Spo of the poor is 
in your houses. I ut mean ys that ye beat 
_ my people to pieces, and grind the jaces of 
the poor ? 8aith the Lord God of hosts. They 
are the scandal of the church, John, x. 6. 


They are oppressors of a nation, Eetle. iv. 


JI. And behold the tears of swch as were oh- 
pressed, and they had no comforter ; and on 
the side of their oppressors there was power, 
| but they had no comforter. They are ser- 
vants of mammon, Matt. vi. 24. And they 
are heirs of damnation, Job, xxiv. 17, 18. 
If one know them, they are in the terrors of 
| the shadow of death. Their portion is cursed 
in the earth. Luke, xvi. 23. And in hell 
he lift up his eyes. Should not Mr. P. have 
warned such of their awful end, as well as 
I? He did not like my manner of doing 
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it. But a homely elumsy way of faithful- 
ness is better than fawning and decett : 
and he cannot be faithful, without preach⸗-⸗ 
ing the same things he condemned me 
for, if he doth not say it in the same words. 
I thought he had known better, than to 
make a man an offender for à word ; and 
that when for the poor and needy I spoke 
right things: and lay a snare for him that 
reprovetli in the gate; and turn aside the 
just for a thing of nought. Isaiah, xxix. 21. 
But, TI think, Mr. P. must know, at that 
time, he acted the crafty man, and not 
the faithful minister. This I speak not for 
to hurt or injure my worthy friend, for I 
esteem him as much as any minister I 
know; but for to shew, I do not see need 
to recant from the truths I delivered. May 
the Lord bless that man, and me also, with 
increasing faithfulness, to his glory. I find 
it is my portion to pass through much tribu- 
lation; the world is up in arms against me, 
and professors also. But at this I marvel 
not, though many do; and some seem as 
much offended at my cross, as if they were 
to bear it; but a cross I must daily carry, 
of some kind or other, if I walk after 
Jesus: and so must every one that goes to 
the kingdom. For the cross is the way to 
the crowu. And to this end Jesus spoke, 
N a 
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in John, xvi. 33. These things I have gholten 
unto you, that in me ye might have peace : 
in the world ye shall have tribulation, but, 
be of good cheer, I have overcome the world. 
Being called a thief, a whoremonger, an 
heretick, a rascal, and a villian, do but con- 
firm the word the more. 
I thought there was one thing they said 
of old of Christ, that I had no share in; 
that was, what he did in the world, was by 
the spirit of the devil. But I have not es- 
caped this; for one of Houghton said 
lately, that I, and all my people, were led 
by the devil. And this is a scriptural proof 
that I, and my people, be of the Lord, 
and his household. Matt. x. 25. Tf they 
| have called the master of the house Beelzebub, 
how much more shall ey call them of his 
household. _ 
Amidst all that men or done have yet 
done, the Lord 1s blessing me with an in- 
ereasing congregation, and a flourishing 
church; and, what is best of all, a heart- 
felt sense of his love. Some of a neigh- 
bouring church, that envy me, say, they 
think I bewitch the people. That is the 
best idea they can form of what is done by 
the power of God, attending his word. 1 
_ they do all they can to hinder my 
usefulness, and that's but little, to their 
sorrow; 
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Sorrow; though I know them that have 
been, very industrious in spreading of hes : 

and they are to be found in Jer. xx. 10, 11. 

For I heard the deſaming of many, fear on 
every side. Report, say they, and we will 
report it. All my familiars watched jor my 
halting, saying, 8 he will be en- 
_ riced, and we snail prevail agamst him, and 
$ = ä terrible one : 

persecutors Shall stumble, and 


ry hal 1 they ahalt be greatly 
e al be 


Some ministers have been influenced to 
pn and that is well ; for they 
such as 1 do net wish to enter in But 


if they think me wrong, they should try 


t0 4 


lieve all they hear 
of a weak mind; 


me of my danger. If they be- 
d, it is a mark 
and shews they have 


weak heads, and half-turned brains. For 
to believe, without limitation, is a foolish 
contrary to true Chris- 


credulity, and very 
tian love (J Cor. xii.) and good sense. 


There are many strange things, contrary 


to the word of , to be seen amongst 
ministers in this day. Some time ago, 


there were some in these parts, that had a 
pop into their minds, that they 
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bl yr preach the Spe in the en 
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This was nothing new to me; being what 


I have always done, as much as I could, 


ever since I have preached. Walking 
twenty miles, and preaching three times a 


day, was my work for a long time. But 


these, gentlemen, must have a horse to ride 


on, if they go but four or five miles. How 


would they like my fate often? to walk up 


to the middle of my leg in water and dirt, 


as I often have, and must do, to carry 


- wo gospel to Edlesborough and Totternhoe. 


Many times have I been wet to the skin, 

and scraped flakes of dirt from my stock- 

= with a knife; and never would take 
a fart 


hing for village-preaching in my life. 
But now, we have printed papers sent out 
to inform us, that such and such ministers 


are going to preach in villages, in union 


with the ministers God has sent, if they 


will, and with all the devil has sent, also. 


A universal plan of preaching, to univer- | 


sal hearers, I suppose, to take in all man- 


kind, and lump together the children of 


error, and those of the truth ; children of 


God, and children of the devil. But this 


not without pay : for they call out for a 
fund before they begin to labour; as much 
as to say—the people may go without the 


gospel if we have not a certainty of pay. 
Thus at once they shew they are pharisecs 


and 
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and hirelings, that have not right care for 
the sheep. Nor do I find, after all, that 
they fill up the expectation they have 
raised in people's minds; but some, in- 
stead of preaching in places where there 


was no gospel, have run to a few houses 
where the word has long been preached ; 


but have despised others for going to 


plough up the fallow ground, and called it _ 


imprudent, to preach on greens ; as when 
I went to Caddington. Render, - I went 


to this place, last summer, twice; and 


what do you think? we were told, the 


minister of the church paid a number of 
people, for rioting and preventing my 
preaching, by making all the noise they 
could, and then abusing me all the way 
home, and that on a Lord's day. From 


such a procceding, it is ay, to und that 
man's father; you have it in John, viii. 44. 


Ye are of your Jather the devil: and Such 


works shew it. His mother you find in 
Revelations, xvii. 3. Seated upon a scarlet 
coloured beast, full of names of blasphemy. 


And no wonder the rabble said, their par- 


don swore as well as they, when we consider 


from whence he sprung. The name of the 


woman is Mystery, Babylon the Great, the 
Mother ? Harlots, and Abominations of the 


Earth. This hell-bred et in process of 


time, 
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tine, was married mito one of this strum- 
pet's daughters, contrary to the laws of 
God, but more suitable to the devil and 
the scarlet whore, and has got a very in- 
fernal family; so that when I was amongst 
the people of Caddington, considering the 
church their mother, and the parson their 
father; I, and my friends, might well have 
said, to such a father, What hast thou be- 
gotten? and to such a mother, What hast 
thou brought forth? when we see such a 
generation of vipers, that were come forth. 
of the venerated church. But at this we 
need not wonder, seeing the whole family 
are enemies unto God: but that some, 
| ing to be the sent servants of Jesus 
Christ, should be enemies unto his ministry, 
word, and preachers, is very awful; and 
such I find in this day, and am not with- 
out opposition from such. 
A Reverend Mr. Davis, preacher at 
Houghton and Thorne, 1 understand, told 
one of his friends, that I said in my pulpit, 
the people might not expect a good sermon ; 
for I should rap and rend all the nonsense 
together, as I could think of. Did God 
send you with this message, Sir? Had 
you the testimony of a good conscience in 
discharging of it?; What said your friend 
to you? Did he not ask you, if you heard 


me 


h — _ - 


— (4s. a ſale-heurer among thy | 
And from it improve the following e: ; 
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me say sor You said, No but à friend 
of your's told you, that you could believe. 
He then said, you ought to say nothing 
but what you heard yourself. How did 


this make you look, Sink Did not the 
hawking pedlar possess a fallen counte- 
nance? if you I not, I think you well 
might. Surely you have bern with Mrs. 


Butfield lately, =_ learned the trade of 


barkpicng aud Jying lying. I have heard much 
you have 


beth this woman and 
drove with; my name; for which was I 


hall, if God spares me, anatomiae you 


from the press. You should not intertere 
with the trade of doctors, Sir, unless you 


understand the business. I at once per- 
| 2 your complaint; you have been 


K with an Arminian cudgel, and have 


| got the —_— _ and, as yon have called 


on me, your conduct, to have to do 


with the Case, I shall scarch the wound 
with a Calvinist probe. As I cannot speak 
duch in preaching; dar. Sir, let me hear 
on this scripture? 7 


give your thoughts 
v. Xix. 16. Thou, vhalt not go up and 


Ist. Voor assiduity, going up and down. 


ad. Your, popu larity, . among the 
: PMs e, 


* 


bearing 
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bearing tales. And, lastly, the unlauful- 
ness of your calling, thou shalt not do it. 


Unless you can prove this lawful, you 
must expect to have the blood of many 
fall on your head, who, as their leader, en- 


courage them in so unscriptural a thing. 
Nor can you, with any good grace, preach 
against backbiting or second-hand lying, 


because this reply might be given, Physi- 


. clan, heal thyself. What I said in m 
pulpit, you'll by and by find true; which 
was, If any one oppose the truths I was 
preaching, and my call to preach them, 1 
would bring against them, for the vindica- 


tion of truth, all the scriptures I could rap 


and rend together.” And you may be 
sure, I $hall remember Diotrephes, jor his 
deeds which he doth, prating against us with 
' malicious words, 3 John, 10. You have 


ah amongst the Arminians for something, 


Sir, until you have gained a certain degree 


of perfection. Prov. xxvi. 25. Ven he 


s8peaketh fair, believe him not ; for t Wee 


seven abominations in his heart. And seven 


abominations, in scripture, is a number of 


perfection; so that you are perfectly abo- 


minable, or else you would not preach, 
that sinners, in their fallen state, have 
power to do all God commands; or, that 

they ought to have been converted years 


before 


only now an 
mon: at that time, his conscience lashed 
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before they were. Are these truths, Sir? 
Should it ot be written on your meeting- 


house doors, Mangling done here, and 
walking in craftiness ? 141 


Mr. C. the watchmaker, has bad pia on 
ensnared, to the wounding of his consci- 


ence, and is now sinning against light and 
knowledge, and conscience; and, if the 


Lord doth not bring him back, will die a2 
very unfaithful man to himself, and with 


a very guilty conscience, die when he may. 
| He told me not long ago, he could not 
say, he thought, you preached the truth; 

nd then a tolerable good ser- 


him for not attending where, he owns, the 


pure gospel is preached, He had some 
thoughts of coming to us: he owned, 1 


was sent of God, and preached the gos 
without a doubt: and BE was more t nn 

he could say of you. N 

at you, in my hearing, as a man who had 
changed your sentiments, and did not 

preach the truth. But Mrs. WV. went, and 

fawned them over. I was blamed for not 


Speaking unto her when she came in, while 
: was there: but, they may blame on; for 


I should 0 give flattering titles; in 80 
doing, my Maker would $00n take me away, 
Job, XXxli. 22. Iowever, when I 8poke 
Mar} 82 some 


C. quite scoffed 


as „ 
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some truths, respecting the conduct of 
Davis's friends — ney ehurch, they 
completely fled to the Arminian cell. God 
ondeved that, to keep me elear of such cheats 
in religion. Nor do I with their return 
until the Lord has n r them of all Ar- 
minianhm. 

Mr. C. indeed, anid, what I bad wy) 
was wrong, and it would be seen into. 
That was what I wanted; as I had witness 
at hand to prove what 1 said. But, it was 
thought better on; namely, to Jet it alone. 
And now, Sir, until 1 may have an oppor- 


_ tunity of waiting on you, go and hide in your 


Arminian cell, and comfort yourself at an 
Hagarean's love“ feast. There are many 


cäülouds there without water, and wandering 


stars, with such that have gone i in the uu of 
| Cain, end run greedily after the error of Ba- 
laam for reward, Jude, 11. ' There is a society 
of such at Dunztable, with whom you have 
entered into alliance; and in so doing, give 
S gsanction to * * avowed enemies of the 
truths of God's word. I have, for some time, 
viewed your roar gs as altogether un- 
soriptural, and such as must be detested by 
Sincere lovers of truth. Your creeping to a 
Methodist meeting, has for some time past, 
when I have seen it, made me think of 
1 the enn of a dog, who hab burnt * in 
di wi 
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I will tell you, Sir, I have been preaching 


at Dunstable about ten years, and have 


known Mrs. Summerfield ever since I came, 
and have every reason to believe, she knows 

nothing. of a work of grace. Ever since 
I have been here, she has walked as care- 
less, with respect to the privileges of a gos- 
pel church, as I ever saw any one: for a 
time, attending the table of the Lord about 


once a quarter; after a time, twice in a year; 


and then, once in a year; and at length, 


not at all: and this at a time, when she 


pretended to approve of the minister, 
ministry, and church; though neither 
minister, nor church, could approve of 
her. Her absence from the table of the 
Lord, and constant neglect of the means 


of grace, with the neglect of her own 


house, and leaving her children, to be 


brought up in dancing and swearing, to 


my certain knowledge, are sufficient proofs. 


1 think, of her graceless state. I find she 
now says, she don't like me: she says 


right, I doubt not; and may say, with 


truth, she don't like the doctrines of God's 


word, nor the ordinances of his house. 


She once pretended to see the ordinance 


of baptism right, and attended unto it, 
(not in my time, thank the Lord, I had no 
hand in it) and sat down, with baptized 


"VS. persons 
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persons, at the table of the Lord, until 
apostasy carried her away from © God's 
truth, his house, and any regard to his or- 
dinances; and is now become a nursing 
mother of error, opening her house for 
men of corrupt minds, destitute of the 
truth, to exclaim against eternal and per- 
sonal election, particular redemption, the 
final perseverance of the saints, and, in a 
word, all the doctrines of God's word; and 
introducing, in their stead, the most hor- 
rible lies, strenuously contended for, by 

their deceived hearers; namely, that all 
people are born into this world with grace 
in their hearts; also, that every renewed | 


5 person Walks without sin; and, that they 


do. A plain proof, when they say that 
they know nothing about truth. 1 John, 
I. 8. If we 84y that we have ns sin, we de 
dceive ourseboes, and the truth is not in Us. 
Such persons can never be before the 
Lord, in the business of confession, and $0. 
can have no pardon; consequently, must 
be damned, dying in that state. Another 
thing is, that all will be damned that 
= election, and 'all their hearers also. 
ese are the tenets of your friend Darlow. 
ach election, and believe it to be 
ct truth, and: the foundation of all 
ran; [OE my desire i is, thiat the Lord will 
| enable 
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enable me 30 to do, unto the end of my 
life; and then let me die in the blessed 


experience of its power and influence, 


from the Spirit of God to support my soul. 
Notwithstanding, rebels against the Lord, 
like vain, mistaken Darlom, mount the 


and their followers, to hell. 
This wicked, blasphemous, erroneous by- 
rite, has, in his sentence, doomed to 
hell all the patriarchs, rophets, and apos- 


tles, in the word of God, and the Lord 


Jesus Christ, and his true disciples, also; 


for his preaching was full of election, and. 


his prayers were offered to his Father, in a 


Jesus is gone to heaven; and that as the 
Father's first elect, and head, and repre- 


sentative of all the rest. Heb. vi. 20. / i- 


ther the forerunner is for us entered, ecru. 


Jesus. But Mr. Davis is a favourite of 


Darlow's, and so in favour with the ene- 
mies of God and truth. He doubts not, 


Sir, but you are a good man, because you 
: do not t preach. such a dreadful doctrine as 


election. 


tribunal, to doom preachers of election, 


special manner, for them that were his 
elect ones, and not for the world ; and 1 ah 
his doctrine his dlisciples believed. 80 
then, if Darlotm be true, Jesus, and his 
hearers are gone to hell. But let God be 
true, and Darlow, and all like him lars. 


—— ES eager 1 GAS Lo 
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election. He says, no subject of grace 


can speak against the Methodists; but if 


they are all like him, I am sure no subject 


of grace can speak for them, without 


going contrary unto the word of God, and 
against conscience. The society of these 
mistaken mortals at Dunstable, is founded, 


first, on the encouragement of an apostate, | 


on that is laid a laying of Arminian sand. 
The edifice is raised with all sorts of mate- 


rials. Besides the chosen stones of the 


Lord's spiritual building, any may be ad- 
mitted, if they desire a ticket; whether of 


one description or another; so that they 


deny the sovereignty of God in election. 


oppose the reign of grace, and extol the 
free will of a fallen sinner from the Lord. 


Here's babes in grace, whom God will un- 
deceive in his time. And bucks of. the 


first head, mixt together with bastard Bap- 


tists, and universal unionists; and even 


members of the hell- fire club may get in. 
These are all huddled together, with dame 
Procuress leading the van, with Davis scek- 
ing shelter in this rising edifice. Are you 


not ashamed of this, Sir? Do you give 
proof yo are for God and truth? No, no, 
you do not, but quite the reverse; and 
your friends with you, plainly chew they 


| know not the truth. What do you. all go 


for? 


5 (201) 

for? not for instruetion sure; if you do, 
you mut be poor shallew souls indeed. 
you go to vindicate error ? Yes, you do; 
whether you mean it or not. But this was 
not done when the Methodigts went to 
Houghton: it was . then, 1 remem- 
ber, the Baptists at Houghton said, to en- 
courage them. But now they are at Dum- 
stable, they flock unto them: and, from 
several things, I am led to think, not be- 
cause they think them right, but cut of 
opposition to the Baptist interest at Dun- 
stable. What was the matter, Sir, when 
Harper was calling upon all that were 
there (that stinking pharisee) to go to 
church, and take the sacrament, and so 
eat and drink their own damnation, in the 


state many of them were in? Was this a 5 


proof of the preacher being sent of God, 
or the devil, think when he was direct- 
1 ing souls to a earnal church parson, for 
such an important undertaking? Mr. 
C Queneborough ran away, did he not, Sig ? 
,- But why run away? Was he afraid of 
l being lost in the quicksands? If he was 
not, and all the rest of you, you well may. 
If they are right, why did you not go and 
do as you were bid? and, if conscience 
tells you they are not, you ought not to sanc- 
tion their wrong: for if you do, I am sure 
C 35 ͤ 0 
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that awful blood will fall on you another 
day, for 80 doing. Well might you, and 
another reverend, at the meeting at &. 
Albans, wish for a; new translation of the 
Bible. I have never sinee looked up- 
on you as any thing, but an empty pro- 
fessor; not knowing the secriptures, nor 
the power of God; and therefore you err. 
But these things confirm the word of Gd 
the more, as in 2 Tim. iv. 3, 4. For the time 
will come, when they will not endure 80und 
doctrine ; but, after their own luste, shall 
they heap to themselves teachers, having itch- 
ing ears; and they shall turn away their 
ears from the truth, and shall be turned unto 
Fables. And I think you must be far from 
preaching truth faithfully, while a Mr. P. 
of Dunstable, can be willing to hear you. 
He don't think me worth hearing, and 1 
should wonder if he did, or his dame either: 
neither would he you, if you were faithful. 
That must be a strange ministry, that suits 
a person, sometimes at church, now and then 
at a meeting, and frequently at no place of 
worship, through the Lord's day: great part 
of nights at a card table, and even at tive or 
six o'clock on the Sabbath morning, at 2 
tavern ; and a strange minister that  cor- 
responds with such, like Reverend Mr. J). 
and Reverend Mr. //. Mr. P. is pleased 


with. 
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with any thing he can get a 1 [ 


know the reason: because 1 never 
phesy good concerning him, but y. 


evil; and so doth the word of the Lord, 
: and will; while in such a state. 


There are some ministers don't like my 


method of preaching, as well as such cha- 
racters, and I should be sorry if there was 


not, as many of them are in this day. It 
seems, Sir, you are one. But leave me, 
Sir, a little time, and when with Mr. P. 


again, be faithful, and warn the apostate 
of his danger. Tell Mr. /F. to do the 


same; and if no good is seen from it, shun 


such an one: or else, I think, you will 


appear in a much worse light, than you 


have it in your power to place me in. Eph. 


v. 11. And have no 2 with the un- 
ſruitſul works | of darkness, 


proce them. Was a poor person to pursue 
such a course, I doubt not but they would 
be shunned, and so should others; and 
give up the business of aiming to make 


that something in me, or my people, Which 
is no such a thing, nor, indeed, nothing to 


you ; and, at the same time, taking no 


notice of manifest evils, where you hope 
for gain. In this straining at gnats, and 
Swallowing of camels, if not left off, I think, 


Sometime you will be choked. 


ut rather re- 


1 
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| But 1 will now leave! 


y reader, for a 


time, - unto the blessing of the Lord; as 
I all. if the Lord permit, come forth 


anon, with a pamphlet, entitled Suri 
Naked Truth ; and atso, a second book of 
| Experience; as the whole in one, would 

have swellecl this book too large, for many 
to have bought that wished for it. The 
freedom I have taken, in making use of 

the name of Davis, and others, arises from 
the liberty they take with mine; and, in 
my Stark Naked Truth, they may expect 
th Shall do the same. n farewell: 


* | Your's 3 wi | ouch as [ have, 
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NOW precious Jesus, sovereign Lord of all! 


Accept this tribute, though its mean and small; 


My willing heart would cheerful give to thee, 
And bless thy name - thou gave it first to me. 
O shine upon it with thy rays of grace, 

And bid each reader seek thy lovely face; 
Beneath the shadow of thy wing to hjde, 

And find'salvation in thy pierced side. 
When I am dead, Lord, may it speak for thee, 
And tell the world thy kindness unto me: 
Direct it, Lord, to shew how thou dost save, 
And glory, to the utmost, thou shall have. 
All that's amiss, I own, is only mine, | 
And all that's right, I own, is wholly thine. 


| 2 what's wrong, the right abundant bless 
An 


call, at length, unto thy heavenly rest, 
Author and readers for to dwell with thee, 
And sing thy praise through all eternity. 


THE END. 


"nA. 
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— 3, — 50th Palm, read 51st Palm. 
— 16, — juto, vead into. 
23, — Isaiah 59th, read Isaiah 59d. 
11, — independant, read independent. 
30, — was to done, read' was to be done. 
21, — employ mind, read employ my mind. 
27, — chaces till, read chace still. 
Is | — word the Lord, rcad word of the Lord. | 
6, — Psalm Ixx, read Psalm cxx, i 
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